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Editorial by James Read

%.N » The Meppershall Messenger team are feeling that springtime
ﬂ \ buzz! Not just from our hilltop fields bursting forth with rural
reenery, it’s from your wonderful, moving, poignant letters,

- - A g y y g, poig

Y filling several pages here; what a privilege to share these

stories and comments. Thank you all.

| Now closing this volume (2025-6) of the magazine, in April (our
‘new vyear’) we will no longer routinely publish birthday
greetings — but we will be very pleased to include any specific
notices you require. Email us at mepp.messenger@gmail.com. We’re here to help.

We’ve had a huge outpouring of community involvement in the last month - another
part of the ‘village vibe’ energising us all this spring. Almost the entire community has
been deeply concerned about the prospect of new blocks of housing pouring traffic
into (and pulling resources away from) the village above Coneygate and Fildyke Road
(planning ref. CB/25/03804). Central Beds Council received over 300 online objections,
over 600 printed letters of objection and over 600 signatures on petitions against the
planning application. The village had the support of both our MP Alistair (Labour) and
our CBC Councillor Blake (Conservative), along with Meppershall Parish Council which
added resources and organisation. An amazing team of volunteers shared information,
ran the petition, did a traffic survey, and more. The Meppershall Messenger team
worked overtime printing leaflets and letters. The campaign brought the village
together — old and new — and reminded us of our vision for this place where we live.

It is far from over and we all await the CBC decision. If the developer is told ‘no,” we
can fully expect an appeal to the national authorities and a series of bargaining
attempts, seeking a different development opportunity in those precious hilltop fields.

Another important part of the wider development picture is CBC’s Bedfordshire Local
Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS), published 6™ February. In and around Meppershall,
multiple sites are suggested for nature (habitat) improvement. The LNRS notes that
the whole village is part of the River Hit catchment. The Spinney (just south of Stondon
Road towards Shillington) and Nunswood (between Polehanger and Woodlands Rest)
are called out for their “particular importance for biodiversity.” Several unmanaged
woodland sites (near the nursing home - west of Shefford Road, around Monks Pool,
north and south of Fildyke Road and on Cow Lane east of Chapel Farm) are proposed
for improvement, along with maintenance of orchards south of Fildyke Road.

In a wider context, the UK’s 159 distinct National Character Areas (NCAs) set the scene
for our local LNRS. The NCA is a “foundational spatial framework to divide a county or
region into similar landscapes to help with consultation and planning.” Our NCA (Area
88 - Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Claylands) is characterised by “smaller towns,
villages and linear settlements... giving a more rural feel.” But it extends between
Buckingham, Peterborough and Cambridge, at the heart of the Oxford-Cambridge
development arc. So we may be in the early days of a battle for the preservation of a
rural Central Bedfordshire — with a significant risk that others wish to see urbanisation
here. Read more at https://bedslocalnaturerecoverystrategy.commonplace.is/.

And did | mention Royal Mail? If we need proof of struggling infrastructure, it’s on p10.


mailto:mepp.messenger@gmail.com
https://bedslocalnaturerecoverystrategy.commonplace.is/

Letters
Dear Editor,

On the passing of Richard Ivory

Richard arrived in the village when he came to live in the “Police House,” 50 Shefford
Road. He came with his partner Mrs Janet Day, arriving during 2000.

Janet passed away in April 2011. |, Jean Holden, met Richard 18 months later having
lost my husband at the same time as Jan had passed.

We became close friends and for the next 12 years we enjoyed our ‘Classic Triumphs’
together, going to car shows and picnics on Ickwell Green. | have lost a very dear friend
and he is much missed.

Rest in peace Richard.
Jean, son Simon
and little dog - Lilibet
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Dear Editor

Your readers may wish to know that, due to exceptionally heavy seas in the Bay of
Biscay, one of the Meppershall mugs that made it to Norway and back, failed to
make it to Spain in one piece.

Denis Neilson

Denis, this intrepid mug had certainly earned its stripes in the annals of village
history. If only every mug was so brave in its representation of our great village.
Thank you for the update. Maybe we can get you another one.
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Dear Editor

Thank you to our friends and neighbours who knew our Labrador, Isla, and left cards
and flowers and sent heart-felt messages.

Thelma +Stephen Doe

This Farewell picture was created by Mark and Zoe whom Isla loved unconditionally.
A few dog biscuits sealed the bond!!

A, THERE WAS e

| LOVE

: .so MUCH LOVE

Three Useful Addresses For Dog Owners

Old Rectory Cottages "Smugglers Cottage" "Absent Friends"

Flixton, Suffolk NR35 1NL Snape Maltings Redoubt House, Great
Tel. Keith + Jeannie Parker Saxmundham IP17 1SR Wymondely SG4 7ET
01986 893133 Benjamin Britten Concert Tel 01438 312111
Delightful accommodation, | Hall: restaurant and Individual Pet Cremation
couples and up to 2 dogs, Plough+Sail pub on site.

surrounded by an orchard.

Thanks Thelma & Stephen for sharing these connections, made at different stages
of Isla’s wonderful journey. They will bring joy to many more.



Dear Editor
Shuttleworth Playground

Most Messenger readers will know of the children’s playground at the Shuttleworth
collection and gardens. Many will also know that it has been closed since November
2024, the reason given was that the RoSPA safety inspector had declared much of the
equipment unsafe, and it was not economically feasible to repair or replace it.

As a volunteer | found this strange, as the equipment appeared perfectly usable and
safe (I am a chartered mechanical engineer with a reputation in reliability and safety),
and this view was widely shared by other volunteers. Hundreds of people wrote to the
Shuttleworth homepage to complain, and the Biggleswade Chronicle covered the
situation.

There are rumours that the Shuttleworth Trust has plans for development of the area
occupied by the playground, but questions about this go unanswered. In any case any
such development would take a considerable time to plan, so the playground could be
used in the meantime.

| asked to see the RoSPA report, but this was refused. | offered to organise a team of
volunteers to do what was necessary, including obtaining RoSPA approval. My
volunteer membership was terminated as a result, for “bringing Shuttleworth into
disrepute”.

| sent a formal complaint to the Charity Commission, since the Shuttleworth actions
were in breach of the CC’s published rules for management of charities (refusal to
divulge plans, refusal to show the RoSPA report, expulsion of a complainant). Charities
are not (yet) legally bound by the Freedom of Information Act, but they are told that
they should comply with the spirit of the Act.

The CC rejected my complaint, despite two appeals. | have taken the matter further,
by submitting a case to the Parliamentary Ombudsman, through our MP Alistair
Strathern, that the CC should have upheld my complaint. The Ombudsman will
consider my submission, but they cannot do this before about three more months.

In the meantime, the perfectly safe playground remains barricaded, deterring family
visits and reducing income to Shuttleworth. Families are not renewing their
membership. For the good of Shuttleworth, and for all the families who love to visit, |
will press on. Any support would be helpful.

Patrick O’Connor
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Dear Editor,

| would just like to say how much | appreciated and agreed with, both your
excellent editorial in the February edition of the Messenger, and also the letters from
the Gregory Close Resident, and from Gary Dilley on pp 3-4 in the same edition. Gary
Dilley’s contribution was a particularly beautifully written article, reminding us of the
heritage that is so important to so many Meppershall people, and of how much we
lose by covering our historic and productive agricultural countryside with housing.

Yours, Meppershall Resident.



FULL -
WORKSHOP
FACILITY

Budgens

MOTORCAREILTD,
JAPANESE VEHICLE SPECIALISTS
OPEN: Mon- Sat: 7AM—8PM Sales of Nissan cars

Sun: SAM—8PM Repairs and services on all makes and models

Big range, big brands, great prices 1-3 WALLACE WAY, HITCHIN @GR AN
OPENING HOURS: Monday-Friday 8am-6pm,

Costa Coffee now serving. & Sthirtlay am-Tpm
Check out our monthly specials for www.hmccars.co.u
| -
even better value! A Mot
See you soon.... ([

A

KEN NELS};L CATTERY
GIVE YOUR PETS A HOLIDAY TOO

www.waysidekennelsandcattery.co.uk
CHAPEL ROAD, MEPPERSHALL, BEDS, SG17 5NQ

01462 813261
ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS FULLY LICENCED AND INSURED

MODERN LUXURY HEATED KENNELS AND CAT CABINS WITH INDIVIDUAL COVERED RUNS  swe—— - g

DOGS GET REGULAR INDIVIDUAL USE OF OUR EXERCISE FIELDS

~ FULLY VACCINATED DOGS AND CATS
ONLY, INCLUDING THE KENNEL
COUGH VACCINE FOR DOGS

FULL GROOMING SERVICE AVAILABLE
FOR BOARDERS

VIEWINGS WELCOME BY
APPOINTMENT PLEASE “

DAY BOARDING AVAILABLE

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



Eyecare plans
from just £5.35 per
month —including

weceaas ) |(OPTICIANS

Clifton Road, Shefford - Established 1979

NHS & Private Opticians
Family-owned Opticians for the whole Family
Spectacles — Contact Lenses — Comprehensive Eye Care

01462 811852
www.HingOpticians.co.uk

Eyes and Ears plans
Available from £10.40
per month —including

HEARING | \Gassiieare

NOW OPEN!

Clifton Road, Shefford
Hearing Assessments

Microsuction Wax Removal by our Experienced Audiologist

Hearing Aids — Ear Plugs

01462 811852

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



RCYS
ACCREDITED

SMALL ANIMAL HOSPITAL

22 Bedford Road, Lower Stondon
Beds SG16 6EA

. 01462416 416
b henlowvets@henlowvets.co.uk

Practice Opening Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8am - 7pm
Saturday: 9am - 12noon
Emergency Service at all other times

CARING FOR YOUR PETS AS IF THEY WERE OUR OWN, 24 HOURS A DAY

* Emergency Service is for registered clients only.

16 Hitchin Road, Meppershall, Shefford, SG17 5JF

Opening Hours
Mon-Sun: 2pm-9pm

Open 7 Days

01462 814495 f THE AIRMAN KITCHEN

www.theairmankitchen.co.uk thentic Turkish Cuisine

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Central Bedfordshire Council Change of Contact Information

CBC is making changes to the way we can all contact them, with the aim of making
simple enquiries easier (and sometimes much quicker) to resolve. This also frees up
specialists to focus on more complex enquiries and provides a clearer and more
reliable experience for residents — so they say. In essence, it seems to be a withdrawal
of email and phone contact in favour of online forms that channel enquiries into
specific categories.

Everyone is now asked to use the CBC online form, with its range of options:
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/xfp/form/766

Or to use the A-Z ‘Contact Us’ page here:
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/contact

In emergencies, the CBC Highways Team can still be reached on 0300 300 8000.
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/ for contact info.

CBC says its popular services include:

e Waste & recycling (report a missed bin, fly-tipping, or abandoned vehicles, book
a HWRC slot or permit, and manage garden waste subscriptions)

e Transport & Roads (report or track an issue, and view road closures)

e Council Tax (find your tax band, set up a direct debit, make a payment, apply
for discounts, report address changes)

e Housing (apply for housing and housing benefits, report repairs, and pay rent

e Planning applications (apply for or view planning permission)

Recycling — Getting
Easier?

From 30" March 2026, ReCVCIing is

people here in the Central
Bedfordshire area can recycle
glass bottles and jars in their
dry recycling bins. CBC is also

adding food waste collections From 30 March 2026,
for flats. These steps forward no trips to the tip for your
come from CBC's Waste glass, no extra hassle, just

Strategy, its environmental
ambitions and the national
Simpler Recycling reforms.

simpler recycling!

There will also be changes to
some bin lorry routes to

create more capacity for the
new recycling services. Learn about upcoming changes to your waste
Affected  households  will www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling

receive a letter with plenty of notice. Updated collection dates will appear on the
council’s website. 58,000 households will see their usual collection days change.

More information at: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling



https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/xfp/form/766
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/contact
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling

Community Update from Alistair Strathern MP

It’s been a busy and productive start to the year, and I've been out across our villages
and towns listening to residents, meeting local groups, and pushing for the changes
you’ve told me matter most. From transport reliability to SEND support, men’s health
to leasehold reform, we’re making real progress together.

One of the biggest breakthroughs has been on leasehold reform. Too many families
locally have faced unfair contracts and spiralling ground rents—including one resident
hit with a 9,000% increase. After sustained campaigning, the Government has now
committed to capping ground rents at £250, ending unfair forfeiture powers, and
enabling leaseholders to convert to Commonhold. These reforms will give
homeowners far greater security and peace of mind.

Transport remains a major priority for residents across Meppershall and the
surrounding area. After strong local pressure, the 08:50 Hitchin—King’s Cross stopping
service has been reinstated, and I’'m continuing to push Govia Thameslink Railway on
reliability, driver recruitment and signalling resilience. January’s heavy congestion
across Hitchin also highlighted the need for better planning of roadworks, and I've
pressed Hertfordshire County Council and Cadent to reduce closures, improve
communication and repair diversion routes.

Supporting families and young people is central to my work. Following powerful
testimony from parents at recent SEND roundtables, I've taken your concerns directly
to the Education Secretary. New funding for mainstream SEND training is welcome,
but deeper reform is needed to ensure every child gets the support they deserve close
to home.

I’m also working with the NHS to accelerate long-overdue plans for new clinical rooms
at Shefford Health Centre, which would unlock thousands of extra GP appointments
each year. And with the national rollout of Jess’s Rule, patients with persistent
symptoms should now receive faster, safer follow-up care.

Community wellbeing continues to be a big focus. | was proud to help launch the new
Labour Group for Men & Boys, building on our local “Walk and Talk” events and the
inspiring Flawed Hero Marathon, which is raising funds for Prostate Cancer UK and
Garden House Hospice—services many families rely on.

Thank you to everyone in Meppershall who continues to share your experiences and
ideas. Your voices shape the work | do every day, and together we’re delivering
meaningful progress for our community.

Alistair
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Did you know... Alistair publishes a newsletter and you can sign up at
https://www.alistairstrathern.com/newsletter

His contact info is included in the Useful Contact Details section of this issue of The
Meppershall Messenger.


https://www.alistairstrathern.com/newsletter
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Meppershall Social Club 43? q(

S c
Hello from MSC! &%
) 96 §

Membership fees are due again. There is no cost, membership just OC‘ >
gives you a say in how everything is being run, at the AGM. IAL

On Saturday 28th March, chase the winter blues away at our 80s Night with Markus
in the bar area. Fancy dress optional, prize for the best dressed. We will have some
80s classic drinks available from the bar and classic 80s nibbles on the tables!

Plus remember our weekly Friday Bingo - doors open at 6:30pm, eyes down at
7.00pm, all welcome.

Our second Sunday of the month Quiz starts at 7:30pm - £1 per person, teams with
a maximum of 6 people. Cash raised goes (50%) to the prize for the winner and 50%
to this year’s charities which are Great Ormond Street and Meppershall GNOMES.
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Meppershall Munchkins

We're looking forward to a lovely month ahead and all the fun that March brings.
Thanks as always for your support — it means so much to our little community.

Mother’s Day Crafts

In early March, the children will be getting creative with some very special Mother’s
Day crafts - making something thoughtful and meaningful for their loved ones.
Children’s Centre Visit — Friday 13th March

We’'ll welcome Shefford and Stotfold Children’s Centre team on Friday 13th March.
They will be bringing lots of helpful information and support for families, and there
will also be a self-weighing station available during the session. It’s a great opportunity
to access advice and local services in a relaxed setting.

Good Friday Closure
Please note that Meppershall Munchkins will be closed on Good Friday.
Volunteers Needed

Our group relies entirely on volunteers’ kindness and energy. We are always in need
of more help. If you can spare any time to help set up, tidy away, support sessions,
please do come and say hello. Volunteering is the only way to keep this wonderful
group running. Every bit of help makes a huge difference to our community.

Regular Sessions
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9:30-11:30am, at Meppershall Village Hall.

£3.50 for the first child; £1 for each additional child — Snack and squash included for
the children — Walk-ins welcome — Payment via cash or bank transfer.

For updates, including emergency closures, please check the Meppershall Munchkins
Facebook page.

We look forward to seeing you soon for plenty of fun, friendship and warm community
spirit.



SATURDAY 28™ MARCH 8PM
FANCY DRESS OPTIONAL
PRIZE FOR BEST DRESSED
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Royal Mail Missing Meppershall?

In a digital age, there are still many critical documents and notifications that arrive on
paper in the mail. Often these mail items are not things we have chosen to have on
paper, they are things that are only available that way, and we rely on the postal
service to get them to us in good time for the most important reasons. We love our
local post men and women for the service they have always provided.

But on December 22" 2025, a Meppershall resident reached out on the village
Facebook noticeboard to see what kind of postal deliveries other people in the village
were experiencing. They were shocked that a crucial letter sent to them by the NHS to
attend an appointment had arrived days after the date of the appointment. They had
just received a bundle of letters, some postmarked as long ago as 11" and 12t
December. The post service told them they were having to prioritise parcels and
deliver letters and cards less frequently.

Talk of parcels and cards all felt very Christmassy; very seasonal; a temporary issue.

However, recently after a bereavement, another village resident had reason to
carefully watch out for crucial items of mail arriving in relation to the death of their
loved one. The same mail delays still seemed to be occurring, and this led us to check
with the wider community on the Meppershall Village Noticeboard on Facebook. We
were astonished to discover a large number of stories such as:

e Bundles of letters appearing in occasional deliveries, rather than a routine,
regular daily delivery

e Hospital letters appearing after the appointments or deadlines that they
contained

e Time-sensitive financial documents failing to arrive in time

e Up to 15 mail items appearing in a bundle on a single day

e No public access to the site in Shefford where the letters apparently sit for
weeks

Faced with these astonishing deficits in an essential service, we investigated further
and obtained the following information from a reliable source:

e There is a ban on overtime for postal workers which is likely affecting the
resilience and reliability of letter deliveries

e Local postal service management have actively instructed postal workers not to
routinely deliver to Meppershall

e Mail is routinely held at a delivery office in Shefford for periodic (not daily)
delivery — but that office is not accessible to members of the public wishing to
retrieve important mail themselves

The Meppershall Messenger made enquiries with these facts to the Royal Mail
corporate team (press office) who promised to reply with their comment, but it was
not forthcoming. The village deserves an answer to the question, when and how does
this end - when will normal service be resumed?
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So, what can we do? Delivery of letters by Royal Mail is a regulated service. It operates
under the Universal Service Obligation (USO) which requires it to deliver letters to
every address in the UK, six days a week (Monday-Saturday), at a uniform, affordable
price. The information we have uncovered indicates that this USO is being
systematically and deliberately ignored by Royal Mail in our area.

There could be understandable reasons for temporarily varying service levels in a
certain place, but we are not aware of any public information about that. Such
information is important, because without it, people cannot take steps to keep
themselves safe, considering the full facts (for instance by ensuring they obtain NHS
information another way). Royal Mail’s lack of self-accountability is causing harm.

It is important that everyone who feels they are affected by these issues makes a
formal complaint by calling Royal Mail on 0300 123 3333 or 03457 740 740. You can
also write them a letter and put it in the post (please don’t laugh). We are just
getting started on this — more to follow. And please share your mail fail stories with

us.
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The Players @ STMA @
cg@?g e <y

We are very busy rehearsing dances, sketches and songs for our next
production, “The Big Quiz & Cabaret Evening. We start the evening promptly at
7.30pm with a fun quiz for people of all ages; compete in teams of up to six people, £2
per person entry fee, with a cash prize for the winning team. This is followed
immediately by an explosion of entertainment to get you toe-tapping and clapping
with your chuckle muscles working to full effect. Yes a fun-filled evening with family
and friends for just £2 at the STMA (main hall) 10, Hitchin Road, Shefford SG17 5JA. If
you want to reserve a table for the evening contact 01462 816336 after 6pm (answer
phone available before 6pm). Dates for your 2026 diary:

e Saturday 25 April 2026 - The Big Quiz & Cabaret evening (quiz starts at 7.30pm)
eSaturday 5" December 2026 - Pantomime performances at 3pm & 7.30pm
e Saturday 12" December 2026 - Pantomime performances at 3pm & 7.30pm
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Find the Players on Facebook (The Players @ STMA) and Instagram.

The Players meet every Monday evening at 7.30pm at the STMA, 10, Hitchin Road,
Shefford SG17 5JA. Membership is free and we welcome people 18yrs and over who
have an interest in amateur theatricalities, whether it be on stage or off, indulging in

all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, acting, make-
up, song & dance, etc.

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336



Garden Rooms
Garden Makeover Specialisis

TURNING YOUR

GARDEN
DREAMS

INTO REALITY
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HERTFORDSHIRE
BASED

* Patios * Paving * Cabins ¢ Turfing * Fencing * Decking *
Lighting * Artificial Lawns * Driveways

THE COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE

wee 07954 106837

: e/
QUOTATIONS \www.greatgardenideas.com O

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



Badminton Coaching 1:1 or small groups

England Badminton Player Qualified Coach
Current Enhanced DBS
Age range 12 years + and Adults, Local Courts
Beginners, Intermediate or Advanced Players
Contact Anita on 07917 412742 or email:

anita.harris7@btinternet.com

Are you tired of a dull and uninspired garden?

Transform your outdoorspace with Ground Grafters YOUR PREMIER I_ANDSCAPING SERVICE

Sk

GROUND
GRAFTERS

From DESIGN TO INSTALLATION, we've got you covered.
Our experienced, skilled and friendly team will work with you to develop
a personalised plan that suits your taste and needs, creating something
with the ideal blend of form and function.

Whether you are looking for a simple patio or a complete GARDEN
MAKEOVER, we will find something that fits to your budget
and lifestyle.

So don't let your backyard go to waste. Contact us today to arrange an appointment.
Let us bring your outdoor space to life.

Roy: 07900 908151
e-mail: dig@groundgrafters.com

§/:Ground Grafters & :@groundgrafters
www.groundgrafters.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



TREATMENT STUDIO

Call, email or text to book -
We have availability 7 days a week, including evenings

Browzers Studio, 42 Coneygate, Meppershall SG17 5GB
07960 780860 info@browzers.org www.browzers.org

f @browzersstudio \0

Multi-Disciplinary Therapy Clinic

* Osteopathy * Sports Massage * Cranial Osteopathy * Acupuncture

Shefford Osteopathic Clinic

In pain, lacking mobility?
We can help you reach your full potential.

01462 811006 www.SheffordOsteo.com
14a Clifton Road, Shefford, SG17 5AE

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Good Meppershall Gnomes

Neighbours Good Neighb Off M hall Excell
\ . ood Nei ours erin eppershall Excellent
’h’ Offerlng c Servifes. o

MepperSha" Your local team of insured and DBS checked volunteers.
Excellent Give us a call on 07760 793921
Services

email us gnomes.secretary@meppershall.org

Could YOU Help as a Ghome?

Have you have some spare time?
Like to help people in the community?
Then please consider volunteering as a Gnome.

To find out more about joining our friendly team

of insured and DBS checked volunteers
email our secretary gnomes.secretary@meppershall.org

We really do need more Drivers.

Many of our requests are for lifts to health appointments.
Often in Shefford and the surrounding area. Also we take people
to Bedford Hospital or the Lister Hospital in Stevenage.

Once you are signed up as a Volunteer - this is
how it works:

When we get a request for a lift we send a message to our
drivers with details of when the lift is required and to where.

If you can help you let us know.

Our clients pay your mileage at 45p a mile,
and any car parking fees.

You may only be able to help us 3 or 4 times a year.

=> But every little helps
Please do consider becoming a Gnome.



mailto:gnomes.secretary@meppershall.org
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Hair By Clare

A local friendly & professional mobile
hairdresser with 17 years experience in
hairdressing. | bring beautiful hair to
the comfort of your own home at
reasonable prices.

A patch test may be required 48 hours
prior to some colour services, and
some colour services will need to be
quoted on consultation.

Please contact me to book and | hope
to see you soon.

hairbyclare11@outlook.com
07428225857

C——

R

Colour

Full Head HL £105
Half Head HL £75
HCP £50
Flying Colours £30
Root tint £40
Full Head tint £60
Balayage £105 POC
Foilyage £125 POC
Toning £20

Cutting and Styling
Cut & Blow Dry £35
Gents Cut £20
Kids Cut:2-10,10-16 £15/£20
Restyle £45
Dry Cut £25
Curles/waves £25
Blow Dry £25

ROGERS BAKERY
1983 — 2026
43 Years Quality and Service!

High St. Meppershall SG17 5LZ

Fresh Bread Daily
Celebration Cakes Our Speciality
Filled Rolls and Sandwiches
01462 813398



&) WANDERBUS

How can you get directly by bus, without any changes, to
Cambridge or St Albans or St Neots or
Welwyn Garden City or Milton Keynes
for a stay of 3-4 hours for just £6.00 return!?
Well, you can use the Wanderbus service
to each of these destinations

operating on a once-a-month basis.

Any restrictions? NO - whatever your age, the same fare applies.

(It could be even less if you are young enough!!)

All of the Wanderbus services are open to everyone,

just like any other bus operator!

In fact, our fares are £6.00 return to all destinations
under the current Government scheme.
We also accept concessionary bus passes on all routes.

Check our timetable on www.wanderbus.org.uk, the CBC web site or

request a hard copy via: thewanderbus@gmail.com

You can also find the timetable later in this issue of
The Meppershall Messenger.

&) WANDERBUS



http://www.wanderbus.org.uk/
mailto:thewanderbus@gmail.com
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Parish Church Of St Mary The Virgin (Church Of England)

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk T facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 — ronigoodman@gmail.com — usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Chris Valentine 01462 815971 John Archer
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie1l0639@gmail.com

A Message From St Mary'’s...

March is here - aconites, snowdrops, daffodils, crocuses and primroses are here... and
Easter is on the way!

I’d like to begin this month by asking for your help to prepare our Churchyard for
Easter.

We will be having a churchyard clear up day on the 21st March, 9am - 2pm. Please do
come and lend a hand for some or all of the time (please do wear suitable clothing and
bring rakes, brooms etc if possible!)

It is time now for everyone to remove Christmas wreaths from their loved ones’
graves. It is also a good time to check the safety of your family memorials and if you
have had a permanent memorial installed in the Churchyard please do remove the
temporary marker now. Our aim is to maintain the churchyard as a place that is safe
and welcoming for all who wish to use it. We hope that together we can maintain the
churchyard as a place which honours the memory of those buried there. “The Diocese
of St Albans, The Churchyard Regulations 2020 updated July 2023” advise on current
good practice. If in doubt please do talk to me, Revd Roni.

As we arrive in March - this year we are part-way through Lent, which is traditionally
rather a solemn time, preparing to recall Jesus’ last days, his passion and death.

There is still time - if you would like to - to download the free Everyday Faith App and
to join in Draw Near - Life Giving Habits for Lent. This year’s resources have the theme
of a ‘rhythm of life’ — habits and patterns which help us grow as disciples of Christ day
by day. Each week a different contributor explores a different aspect of Christian
discipleship — worshipping together, praying, exploring the Bible, sharing communion,
offering service and sharing the good news with others.

Friday March 6th is the World Day of Prayer - and there will be a service followed by
refreshments for all in this area at St Michael’s in Shefford at 2pm. This year, prayers
have been prepared by women of Nigeria with the theme, “I will give you rest,

”n

come....” and in these troubled times offer us space to find rest in God.


mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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Mothering Sunday falls on the 15th March this year with Mother’s Day crafts at St
Mary’s from 10.30. Look out for the Egg Hunt and Egg Rolling, Easter Sunday, 10am.

And there is one further Lent Lunch in aid of Christian Aid in Shefford Community Hall
at 12.00 on 28th March. Lent is traditionally a time to share with those in need - so do
join Churches Together in Shefford for a soup lunch to support Christian Aid as they
work with partners around the world, serving the world's most vulnerable people,
regardless of their faith, and seeking to eradicate poverty worldwide.

The 20th March is ‘officially’ the first day of Spring. The start of this year has been
unusually grey and cold and wet so far - with many of us looking forward to warmer
days and sunshine. Although Lent is undoubtedly linked to penance and sackcloth and
ashes - it does not have to be a long, grey, dreary time of doing without the little things
that cheer us... like chocolate, and cake! | think that even as Spring comes to bring
new life and new colour to our winter weary countryside, so Lent is meant to be a
journey into our own new Spring time - to Easter and to the colour and the fullness of
life Jesus came to bring us.

With love, Rector Roni

Church Events In March
Usual Pattern of Services

Sundays 11.00am Morning Worship every Sunday
Holy Communion: 2" and 4™ Sundays
Every Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion in the Rectory

Church open to visit 10.00-4.00 Private prayer, quiet time — the church is open.

Online services: 9.00am Morning Prayer using 24-7’s Lectio 365 App
7-days-a-week
9.00pm Night Prayer/Compline from the C. of E. Daily

Prayer App, 7-days-a-week

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/

Find us on our website:  https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/

Find us on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR|DLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA

Please note ‘9and9’ continues daily on our Facebook page.

Forthcoming Services and Events

Come and experience the warm welcome and friendly community of St Mary’s, your
beautiful village church @ We hope to see you soon.

Sunday March 1° 11am. Morning Worship

Wednesday March 4t 9.45am. Holy Communion in the Rectory
Sunday March 8t 11am. Holy Communion

Weds March 11t 9.45am. Holy Communion in the Rectory
Sunday March 15 11am. Morning Worship. Mothering Sunday

10.30am. Children’s crafts
Weds March 18 9.45am. Holy Communion in the Rectory


https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA

Marc Dellar
GARDEN SERVICES

(pper Stondon

" Grass Cutting

 Hedge Cutting

 Strimming

 Overgrown Gardens Cleared

Please Call Anytime
01462 850562 or 07792 227913

RDG

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

Locally based in Henlow
Well established company
GAS SAFE registered

Tel: 07850 441762
email: robgooda@aol.com

s

REGISTER

Jon Lambley
WINDOW CLEANER

-_—

For a quotation, call
07796 303908

20 years experience; Reliable,
Professional, Fully Insured, and...

MEPPERSHALL BASED

James Cullip

Painting & Decorating

* interior/exterior - all aspects
s :

References available

——

t:01462 817 122 m: 07899 888 545

e: go_on_james@hotmail.com

e —

www.cullippaintinganddecorating.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement




Philip Allen

Tree Surgeon

. Fuliy mured & all work camied out to BS3998
Grdmﬂmcbons and lifting

« All matefials completely recycled
|

. S&asonedlﬂdwoodi logs available
Contaet ﬁhl| Allen on
Hitchin 834111 or 07909 716 631

or email on
allentrees@btinternet.com

JIMTHE SWEEP

FOR ALLYOUR
CHIMNEY SWEEPING NEEDS

ALLTYPES OF FIREPLACE AND
CHIMNEY SWEPT

OPEN FIRES, LOG BURNERS,
STOVES AND INGLENOOKS

EVENING AND WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

INSURANCE CERTIFICATE
PROVIDED

WEDDINGS ATTENDED

INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS
REGISTERED SWEEP
MILL LANE, CAMPTON, BEDFORDSHIRE
TELEPHONE: 07891 306566

Shawford House
118a. Shefford Road
Meppershall

Beds. SG17 5LL

NEIL BRADSHAW

LOCAL BUILDER
SPECIALIST BRICKLAYER

ALL KINDS OF BUILDINGWORK UNDERTAKEN

EXTENSIONS ALTERATIONS GARDEN WALLS,
GROUNDWORK, PATIOS, FIREPLACES

t-01462 815016 or 07774878244
E - nbradshawbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

EE

lll

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement



Chiropodist

Mobile Surgery

Graeme Harley
m.s.s.ch; m.b.ch.a

H.P.C. Registered

15 West End,
E/stow.

Tel 0773 9101 396

Seasoned
Hardwood Logs

Bulk & barrow bags
available.

Meppershall based.

Free delivery within
20 miles of Hitchin

Delivery can be made to
Woodstore/shed.

Call Patrick Sinclair

Mobile: 07870396007

MARTIN ROE

PAINTING & DECORATING

Quality assured
All aspects

’

gy
2,

Telephone: 07973 532430

Offering a full range of garden
services

GREENAWAYS
LANDSCAPING

*Patios *Decking

*Block Paving  *Fencing

*Modern Porcelain Paving

Neil Greenaway 07860 742928

Greenawayneill@yahoo.co.uk

In business since 1979
Meppershall based

Greenawayslandscaping.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement




JAI KITCHEN FITTERS

DESIGN-SUPPLY-INSTALL

Let's get started on your

dream kitchen today...
ol B (et

WWW.JAIKITCHENFITTERS.co0.UK

INFO@JAIKITCHENFITTERS.CO.UK

Experienced Accountant and Tax
Adviser based in Clophill, Bedfordshire
providing a full range of accountancy
and taxation services to businesses and

private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on:

01525 590465

or
email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

Chartered Accountfont and
Charteved Tasx Adiiser

Emma Thoulass FCA CTA
emma@et-accountancy.co.uk 01525 590465

G)

veal music... veal education... veal fun!

Classes in Gravenhurst
on Mondays

Listening
& learning

Percussion
& puppets
*

facebook.com/musicalbumps.centralbedfordshire

07397 776357 musicalbumps.com alex.martin@musicalbumps.com

Chris Lawton
CARPENTER

- Doors
- Windows
- Kitchens
- Fitted shelf units
- Cupboards &
Wardrobes
- Facia & Soffit
- Guttering
- Bespoke sheds &
Outbuildings
- Pergolas
- General
Maintenance

2 Northwood End Road
Haynes

Horme — 01234 381065

Mobile - 07939004561

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement
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Sunday March 22 11am. Holy Communion

Weds March 25" 9.45am. Holy Communion in the Rectory
Sunday March 29t 10.30am. PALM SUNDAY Benefice Communion at
St Michael’s Shefford

Junior Church - on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month during the service.
Look out for the Easter Egg Hunt on Easter SundayI

//'/‘ |\ ﬂ(\ /’]V\ K {\\\

<
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= [

St Mary’s Church,ll\/leppershall »7}7&

il Junior Church .
N o

* . Mother’s Day .
> Crafts %@/‘

N\
|

L\

Join us for fun Mother’s Day crafts :%
on J
;/@ : Sunday 15 March \j;.
. % 10.30am to 11am N

2 &

All welcome to the Service at 11am

2
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News From The Tower

After our tower inspection last August, the report highlighted several
essential maintenance tasks. Thanks to the routine care the tower
has received over the years, the bells remain in good working order
despite the repairs that are needed. We don’t yet have a confirmed
start date for the work, but I'll keep you updated as soon as we
know more. In the meantime, we’ll be focusing on securing the
necessary funds for the project.

Thursdays at 7.30pm is practice night.

If you are interested and would like to learn how to ring, please do come along. Give
me a call to let me know you are coming on 07778 449051.

Gill Marshall-Davies, Tower Captain
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Meppershall Second Sunday Strollers

On Sunday 8™ March we will do a hike of 5.5 miles to Haynes —
ending at The Greyhound. Leaving the church gate at 2.00PM
(with the option to join at the village hall at 2.10PM) — our route
takes us out down Crackle Hill, through Campton (passing All
Saints church at around 2.30PM), to the Campton Plantation
woodland, where we join paths west of Rowney Warren (partly
on the perimeter of the base) to Appley Corner. Then we rise up through ancient wild
meadows to Northwood End Road to finish at The Greyhound by around 4.15PM. It is
a lovely route with good paths for most of the way — familiar to many of you by now!

Lifts will be needed back from The Greyhound, but we believe the Wanderbus will be
available (call for more info). There is also plenty of on-road parking in Haynes on
Northwood End Road near the pub. We would love to see you, for some (mostly) mud-
free meanderings in Mid Beds. Call 857836 for more info (James and Miriam).

R 1 T

SRl e S flerid

The Greensand Ridge at Haynes, viewed from Chicksands Wood
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For Sale:
Ladies’ Walking Boots, Merrell Size 8, Goretex Waterproof, Beige with green trim.
Brand new — never worn out of doors. Cost £90, yours for £75 ono.
Also small Metal Filing Cabinet, 2-drawer, beige & cream. Good condition. £10to a
good home. Tel. 01462-811419, to view either item.
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CAKE CAFE

Homemade Cakes / Cookies / Traybakes
Tea / Coffee / Squash / Hot Chocolate

| \
J y

Saturday 21st March

9.00am to 12pm
Meppershall Village Hall

Homemade cake donations needed to support the cake café

If you would like to donate a homemade cake, please bring your cakes to the
Village Hall on Friday 20" March between 5:15pm and 6pm - or on Saturday.

Please do not put your cakes in any containers that you would like returned as we cannot guarantee you
will get them back.

Please put a note with your cake if you have used nuts.
Any questions emalil - events@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
This is a community event & proceeds will go to running similar community events at

Meppershall Village Hall.



, S The Cafe at W&H Peacock is
Sheridan's

estate agents and
SUTVEYOTS M

View the salerooms for our upcoming
auctions and then relax with a coffee
and a slice of cake.

Our unique cafe in Bedford Auction Centre with free
wi-fi comfortably seats over 100 customers.
We serve cooked breakfasts, paninis and
sandwiches, light lunches and snacks plus
a range of hot and cold drinks.

Eastcots Park, Visit
Sheridan’s Estate Agents, 22 High Street, Shefford Wallls Way. WWW-PeaCUCkSCHfE-CU-Uk

t: 01462 814087 for more details on our openin
e: enquiries@sheridans-estates.com BEderd. MK[I'Z UPE 7 ’

: hours and to view our full menu.
www.sheridans-estates.com ["23& 266 366

LUXURY

ACCOMMODATION

HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

www.the-conifers.co.uk 0‘1525 860339 }heCauseway,ClophiH.... M

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Yoga Passion

{0GA=PASSTON €O UK.
077133438440

Independent Financiok Advice provided by \"DGS

CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Who are we?

We are Chartered Financial Planners At DGS our decisions are based on what is Our aim for the future is to continue to grow
providing independent financial advice to best for our clients. We do not sell our business by offering our clients a first
both the public and business community. As products, we build solutions. By getting to class financial advice service that is tailored
a Chartered firm we have to demonstrate know you, understanding your needs and to their individual needs. Whatever your
our professional commitment to raising goals we are able to implement a plan to requirements; whether you are looking to
standards of knowledge, capability and help you achieve them. We view the obtain capital growth on your investments
ethical practice. We use this knowledge and relationship with our clients as long term, and pension funds, or a regular income to
skill to deliver the highest quality of advice, maintaining regular contact, reviewing sustain you in retirement, the advisers at DGS
placing our client's interests at the heart of and adapting our advice as our clients are here to help you in every way they can.
what we do. Our clients always come first. ~ circumstances change.

For a FREE financial health check contact

 Savings & Investments ™ pusato- Meppernaliaa o INherItance Tax Planning
Chartered Financial Planner

« Employee Benefits 07834 49955 + Mortgages

or e-mail ps@dgsifa.com

J Retirement Planning DGS Independent Financial Advisers Limited, J Protection

6 Parkway, Porters Wood, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 6PA

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Abram & Roberts

Quality Builders

IS YOUR HOME IN NEED LOCAL EXPERT QUALITY
OF A MAKEOVER? BUILDERS YOU CAN TRUST

i 1 |
=

=
e E
/mmyEARLES

Qk

Our Services GET IN TOUCH FOR A FREE QUOTE

e Extensions Mobile: 07946 274558
Loft Conversions
Garden Refurbishments

Hard Landscaping
s Visit our website for customer reviews

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements

Email: abramandroberts@gmail.com
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Springtime Gardens by Donna Cameron

Donna's Garden Designs | 07833670934

At last Spring has sprung after a long winter. We can now look forward to longer,
warmer days. With this brings an array of gorgeous spring flowers filling our gardens.
How uplifting they are, as they herald-in the beginning of the gardening year.

Synonymous with Spring is of course the Daffodil. | love watching these line the
road5|des W|th thelr pops of sunshme yeIIow

demarci'sr,
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s Another Spring flower - less showy
but just as stunning - is the humble
Primrose. With its lemon yellow
flowers, they can be found in
woodlands and hedgerows, as well
as Crocus and Hyacinth all
spreading joy scent and colour after
what seems a long dreary winter.

. Now you can really begin to get out
* in the garden with a view to
planning for the year ahead. Feeling
- the spring sunshine really is a tonic.
Be it a bit of weeding or planting
_ some seeds in the Greenhouse, all
> is working towards the anticipation
- of summer and enjoying time in our
gardens.

It's a great time to think about any
plans you want to put in place to

enjoy your space to its maximum — maybe with a new seating area to dine outdoors,
or perhaps a raised bed to grow some veg, or a cutting patch for cut flowers. Gardens
are ever-evolving and we can adapt them to our changing needs.

So don't feel you have to be stuck with a layout you don't like or fancy a change. Make
the most of your space. Enjoy the spring sunshine!

Donna x

Jobs In the Garden For March

Hoe and mulch weeds

Protect slugs from new shoots

Plant shallots, onions and early potatoes
Plant summer flowering bulbs

Lift and divide perennials

Top dress containers
Mow lawn

Cut back Dogwoods
Prune Roses

Plant hardy annuals where they are to
flower
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Trugs And Trowels (Campton Gardening Club) — March

March and its magic - even if the weather is freezing, there is optimism in the air. The
sap is flowing, shoots are showing promise and things are happening in the garden.

Daffodils are undoubtedly the flower of the month which radiate joy; but can you just
plant them and let them look after themselves? After all, clumps of daffs often spread
and get better each coming year. In most cases the answer is yes: just snip off the
faded flower and leave the foliage to die down naturally for at least six weeks allowing
the greenery to photosynthesise. Daffodils can come up blind (without a flower) - this
can be due to a lack of energy in the bulb or a lack of sunlight. So, pop them in a sunny
position. One of the earliest to flower is Narcissus Rijnveld's early sensation, often
blooming in early winter followed by the aptly named February Gold along with Early
Bride and Tete-a-tete.

There are hundreds of varieties nodding colour right through to varieties flowering in
late April such as Narcissus Jonquilla, Poeticus, Thalia and Bridal Crown.

Many other Spring flowers are also coming up, like Bergenia (Elephant ears) - ground
cover with floral spikes of pink, red, purple and white. Hellebores love this time of
year, happy in shady spots but disliking extremes such as very dry or very wet soil.
Rhododendrons are about to burst out with blousy blooms. They like ericaceous or
acidic soil, as do Camellias, Heathers, Blueberries and some Hydrangeas. The simplest
way to assess your soil type, other than soil tests, is to look around your
neighbourhood to see what is performing well. In late March we will be enjoying
Forsythias with their astonishing yellow splash.

If planting, consider flower farm collections: Zinnia, Feverfew, Yarrow, Delphinium,
Snapdragon, Scabiosa, Statice, Strawflower, Cosmos and not forgetting Foxglove, a
super colour template to suit all tastes.

Later on in 2026 we are invited to visit Hill Top Commercial Growers in Gravenhurst
where | am sure a lot of these varieties will be on show. If they can do it | truly believe
you can do it. Please join us on the first Monday of every month at Campton Village
Hall at 19:30, except April and May which are Bank holidays. This month’s gardening
club meeting will be on Tuesday 7th April and Tuesday 5th May. Everyone welcome.

Maryika Wilding 01462 851729
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Personal Finance by Paul Savuto

Future ready: Tune into Budget changes now

Now the dust has settled on the Budget, and everyone has had a chance to process
the key announcements, you can step back and think about what it all means for you
and your finances. A series of tax and spending measures were unveiled, estimated to
raise an extra £26bn a year in taxes by 2029/30. While immediate changes were
limited, as Helen Miller, Director of the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) said, “The
Chancellor is relying heavily on tax rises towards the back end of the parliament. More
borrowing for the next few years, then a sharp adjustment.”
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Significant changes

Some of the changes on the horizon, worth tuning into now, include:

® Income Tax thresholds will remain unchanged until at least 2031, meaning more
earners will be in higher tax bands, and National Insurance contributions (secondary
threshold) are also frozen to 2031

e Properties in England valued at £2m or more in 2026 will face a new High Value
Council Tax Surcharge (HVCTS) of £2,500, with an annual levy of £7,500 owed for
homes worth £5m plus, from April 2028

* From April 2029, only the first £2,000 of pension salary sacrifice will be exempt from
National Insurance, affecting the tax efficiency of many salary sacrifice
arrangements

* A new mileage-based road tax for electric (3p per mile) and plug-in hybrid (1.5p per
mile) vehicles will be introduced from 2028

® The annual Cash ISA allowance will be cut to £12,000 for those under 65 from April
2027, with the remaining £8,000 only permitted to be invested in Stocks and Shares
ISAs

e Tax on savings and property income will rise by 2 percentage points from April 2027
¢ Extended the freeze on Inheritance Tax (IHT) thresholds from 2030 to April 2031.
More imminent

From April 2026, the Dividend Tax rate will increase by 2 percentage points. The basic
Dividend Tax rate will rise from 8.75% to 10.75%, while the higher rate will increase
from 33.75% to 35.75%. Following repeated cuts to the tax-free annual Dividend
Allowance, which now stands at just £500, people who hold investments outside of a
Stocks and Shares ISA or SIPP, or who own their own business and pay themselves in
dividends, are expected to pay more tax. With the government pressing ahead with
changes to the Inheritance Tax rules regarding unused pensions, which take effect
from April 2027, there’s plenty to think about. We’re here to help you navigate the
changes.

On top of your tax numbers

As the end of the 2025/26 tax year approaches, it’s the ideal time to ensure you’re
making the most of tax-efficient opportunities before the new financial year begins on
6 April 2026. Here’s a reminder of three of the main tax planning opportunities:

Your Individual Savings Account (ISA)

The ISA allowance is £20,000 for the 2025/26 tax year. You can put all the £20,000 into
a Cash ISA (until the allowance is cut in 2027), or invest the whole amount into a Stocks
and Shares ISA. You can also mix and match as long as the combined amount doesn’t
exceed your annual ISA allowance. Junior ISAs work in the same way but the maximum
annual investment is £9,000 per child.

Your pension

You can contribute as much as you like into your pension, but there is a limit on the
amount of tax relief you will receive each year. The Annual Allowance is currently
£60,000. An individual can’t use the full £60,000 Annual Allowance where ‘relevant UK
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earnings’ are less than £60,000, although your employer still could. You may be able
to carry forward unused allowances from the past three years, provided you were a
pension scheme member during those years. For every £2 of adjusted income (total
taxable income including all pension contributions) over £260,000, an individual’s
Annual Allowance is reduced by £1 until the minimum Annual Allowance of £10,000 is
reached.

Gifting for IHT purposes

You can make gifts worth up to £3,000 in each tax year. These gifts will be exempt
from IHT on your death, even if you die within seven years. You can carry forward any
unused part of the £3,000 exemption to the following year but if you don’t use it in
that year, the exemption will expire. Certain gifts don’t use up this annual exemption,
however, there is still no IHT due on them e.g. wedding gifts of up to £5,000 for a child,
£2,500 for a grandchild (or great grandchild) and £1,000 to anyone else. Individual gifts
worth up to £250 per recipient per tax year are also IHT free. Under current HMRC
rules, gifts outside the above categories normally cease to count for IHT purposes upon
the donor’s survival for seven years, with reductions in the event of death after at least
three years.

And don’t forget about Capital Gains Tax (CGT) and your Divided Allowance! Time for
an end of tax year review?

GET IN TOUCH

DGS IFA Ltd are Independent and Chartered Financial Advisers. | am a Chartered
Financial Planner with over 30 years financial services experience, so you are in safe
hands. To discuss your financial situation and to discuss your plans and goals, please
contact me, Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent
Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499 595 or email ps@dgsifa.com, I'll be happy to talk to
you and answer any questions you have. FCA 225814. Please note: This blog is for
general information only and does not constitute advice. The information is aimed at
retail clients only.
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Meppershall Golf Society

Welcome, from the Meppershall Golf Society. Spring-time
is in the air and daylight hours are getting longer. Hooray!

Following MGS AGM held on 9™ January, we have
commenced membership renewals for 2026.

We have 40+members so far, with
communications managed through our
WhatsApp Group.

o The membership fee for this year is £25. Fees will be used for
prizes and future event deposits.
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2026 Events already scheduled include:

+» Mill Green Sat 7th March Aldwickbury Fri 10th April,

+» Stevenage Sat 25th April Pavenham Sat 9th May

% Wellingborough Fri 12t June The Three Locks Sat 4th July
+* Whipsnade Sat 8th August Redbourn Sat 5th September

+* Colmworth, Chesfield Downs, South Beds (to be confirmed)
MGS trips outside the above events include:

¢ Mijas, Spain (4 nights) end April - fully Booked
+»» Cotswolds (1 night) end August - limited space at time of printing.

Please get in touch if you would like to take part in our society; there is still room for
more bandits...... | mean ‘new’ members.

Ticket sales for our first Benefit Night in support of the British Heart
Foundation on Sat April 25th in the Village Hall are selling well. We have
a terrific live band — The Long Riders will be headlining with support acts
Rose and Adam, from 7pm. Tickets are on sale now at £12.50pp.

www.ticketsource.co.uk/meppershall-golf-society (o] <>
Remember your dancing shoes!
For more info regarding the MGS and our events, please feel free to contact:

gordon.cordes67 @gmail.com — 07807 674 609
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Carolyn’s Celebrations And Memorials Of Life And Love

»~ Tips from Your Local Celebrant
Ten Beautiful Non-Religious Readings for Naming Ceremonies

Choosing a reading for a naming ceremony can be one of the loveliest parts of
planning the day. A well-chosen poem creates a gentle pause in the celebration — a
moment where everyone can breathe, smile, and take in the love and intention
surrounding your little one. For families who prefer a non-religious ceremony, there
are so many meaningful, modern and heartfelt readings to choose from.

One much-loved favourite is On Children by Kahlil Gibran. It’s spiritual without being
religious, speaks beautifully about individuality and the idea that children come
through us, not from us. Many guests recognise it instantly, which brings a lovely sense
of warmth.

For something lighter, A.A. Milne’s The Christening is short, funny and full of charm.
Written in 1924, it still feels wonderfully fresh — especially for families who grew up
with Winnie-the-Pooh.

Philip Larkin’s Born Yesterday offers a refreshing honesty. Instead of wishing a child
dazzling perfection, he hopes they’ll experience happiness in its purest form. It’s a
grounded, tender choice for parents who appreciate truth and simplicity.


http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/meppershall-golf-society
mailto:gordon.cordes67@gmail.com
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If you love nature imagery, On the Seashore by Rabindranath Tagore is a gentle,
poetic reflection on childhood. His picture of children building boats and houses from
sand and shells becomes a lovely metaphor for the endless possibilities ahead.

For guideparents or grandparents, W.B. Yeats’ Aedh Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven
is full of blessing and vulnerability. The idea of laying dreams at a child’s feet is deeply
moving and always well-received.

Many families also choose an excerpt from The Velveteen Rabbit, a classic story
about how love makes us “real.” It brings a soft, nostalgic glow to any ceremony.

Dorothy Law Nolte’s Children Learn What They Live is a thoughtful reminder of how
our behaviour shapes the next generation. It’s ideal for families who want something
wise and grounded.

Two beautiful traditional readings also work wonderfully in non-religious ceremonies.
I Have Seen (Anonymous) captures the quiet wonder of watching a child grow, while
Now This Is the Day from the Zuni people honours the shared responsibility of guiding
a child through life. The Omaha Native American Blessing calls on the elements, the
winds and the natural world to welcome a new life — a powerful, poetic choice.

A naming ceremony is a celebration of love, belonging and possibility. The right
reading doesn’t just fill a moment — it deepens it. Read the full blog here:
https://www.ritesofway.com/modern-ceremony-planning-tips

If you’d like help choosing readings or shaping a ceremony that feels personal and
heartfelt, I'd be honoured to support you. You’re always welcome to get in touch with
me Carolyn at ritesofw@gmail.com or 07305 002858, or via the contact form on my
website: https://www.ritesofway.com/contact . Why not ask for a free ceremony
audit — an opportunity to share your ideas and explore how your celebration can truly
reflect you. I'm live in the village so happy to meet up.
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Birthdays

Best wishes for a wonderful birthday to...

Barbara, Peter, Elsie and Tony.

Have a wonderful day and an inspiring, healthy and peaceful year ahead! From the
whole of the Meppershall Messenger team.
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YOU KNOW YOU'RE GETTING OLD || bo vou have a special

announcement to
WHEN-" share with the village
THE CANDLES community? We’d
c'lgHs.Arhllwﬁ'lREE love to help you let

everyone know! Email
us at:
mepp.messenger@
gmail.com
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SPARTANS FEAST

PREFARE FOR BATTER

= SPARTANS FEAST FISH &
CHIP VAN

Derek Harris

Z e WE WILL BE IN
P/ g 2 : MEPPERSHALL AT THE
T Lanascapin VILLAGE HALL
T IT = ON A TUESDAY
ON A FORTNIGHTLY
We specialise in all types of garden work BASIS

WE ACCEPT CASH OR CARD

PLEASE FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR
UPDATES AND MENU

Ca ” fo r yo ur free QUOte CALL /l\lESSA(jg(L)ts%%owm787752

f ©

LUCAS, HUNTLEY & CO

Quality PVC-U windows, doors & conservatories
Window and door repair specialists
PVC-U fascias, soffits, guttering etc.

We are a Fensa registered, local, family run business,
established since 1978

Contact: Paul or Chris Lucas on 01462 811581
Mobile: 07778 312504

51A High Street, Meppershall, Beds S617 5LX

pclucashuntley@gmail.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Meppershall-Based, Fully Qualified

© 07931 848 347

HaydnProsser@hotmail.com

GCSE English and Maths 1:1 Tuition
and Functional Skills

Experienced qualified local Teacher - Enhanced DBS
Syllabus covered and Exam preparation

Contact Anita on 07917 412742
anita.harris7@btinternet.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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WT Court -

Our family, caring for yours

Fairfield Manor
Care & Nursing Home

Our care is the kind we'd all
want our loved ones to receive.
Specialising in residential,
nursing, dementia care, and
short-stay respite care our
dedicated team are on hand
24 hours a day to provide the
highest standards of care and
support in a luxury setting.

Call us today
01462 530 465 [of:

Hitchin Road, Fairfield, Hitchin,
Bedfordshire, SG5 4SW GROUP

carehome.co.uk

CARE HOME

www.countrycourtcare.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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-Plus Special Guest Singers
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Meppershall
Village Hal[

all Goll Society. Tic from
Ticket Source

contact: gordon.cordes@gicentertainment.co.uk - 07507 674 609
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Patagonia: Digby Brand By Patrick O’Connor

A tale of Patrick’s maternal grandfather, Digby Brand. Also, Patrick’s father, a geologist
with Shell, met Patrick’s mother while working in Argentina.

Digby Brand was the son of an English vicar. He travelled to Patagonia as a young man
in about 1895 to find work on sheep ranches (estancias). He progressed to become
manager of an estancia near Puerto Madryn, where he met the Lloyd-Jones family.

The Reverend David Lloyd-Jones was an important and influential pastor to the Welsh
community. He had arrived in Patagonia in 1872 with his wife and young family. His
daughter introduced Digby to her niece, Charlotte (“Lottie”) Tyndale, the daughter of
William and Lily Tyndale. Lily was another of David’s daughters.

o

William Tyndale had travelled to Argentina from England. He was a descendant of the
William Tyndale who had translated the Bible and had been burned at the stake for
this. With others, he had chartered the ship Union, which he used to transport freight
and passengers between the Welsh colony and Buenos Aires. It was wrecked in a
storm in 1880, giving the name Playa Union to the beach where it ran aground.

Digby fell in love with Lottie. In August 1905 he wrote to “Dear Miss Tyndale”. In
September he had proposed, and wrote to “My darling Lottie”.

Digby had just secured a new job, to establish a new estancia on the land surrounding
the Rio Cisnes, high in the Chilean Andes, stretching from the border to the Pacific. He
wrote to Lottie to explain this, with hopes for their future happiness together.

Digby rode across the pampas, following the “tropa” carrying all the equipment, and
arrived in December. From Rio Cisnes he wrote a long series of letters to Lottie,
describing the life, the country and the people. At last, in October 1907, he was able
to return, and he and Lottie were married in Trelew. They travelled together back to
Rio Cisnes in a trap. They lived there for seventeen years, returning to Trelew
occasionally when Lottie gave birth, and they raised their large family at the estancia.
Lago Carlotta and the national park are named after Lottie.

In 1924 Digby lost his job at Rio Cisnes. The family travelled back to Trelew, where
they lived supported by relatives. These were hard times for the family. Digby resented
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living off charity and being “fenced in”. Lottie bravely supported him and they cared
for the large family. Digby eventually got another estancia manager job, and they lived

there until he retired in 1954. Lottie died in 1956 , and Digby in 1961.

Many years later the letters Digby wrote to Lottie came into my possession. | found
them to be such a compelling story of adventure and romance that | used them as the
foundation for a biography, (“Digby Brand, Patagonian Pioneer”) combined with the
story of the Welsh in Patagonia and the development of the country. My cousin Diego
Brand in Patagonia organised publication of a Spanish edition, which is now available.

| flew to Argentina for the launch. For all of January we travelled great distances in
wild and beautiful Patagonia to showcase the book, including giving presentations at
the Welsh Cultural Society on both sides of the country.

If any Messenger readers have connections to Patagonia | would be happy to discuss.

Where is Patagonia? Rio Negro

North America
Chubut

Africa

Pacific

i
Ocean %

Atlantic
QOcean

ARGENTINA

Santa Cruz




FTF Worldwide Event Management
and
~ Fully Fused Fireworks

AW

o

Over 35 years experience
of organising memorable occasions
FTF will deliver you an event to remember
big or small

01462 817640
n FTFWorldwideEvents

| @FTFWorldEvents Fully Fused Freworks

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




ENMAN ﬁ97HitchinRoad ‘.01462 813338

Shefford 24 info@denmanautocare.co.uk

Qcare Beds. SG175JB .

{:E} www.denmanautocare.co.uk
|

Your local garage for all your vehicles needs. Fast, friendly, reliable
and efficient service that doesnt cost the earth.

% MOT's £50
+ Servicing
0 Diagnostics £48

All parts and labour fully guaranteed
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
For all your vehicles needs

#RMI & €

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

RN

Weekly Auctions

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy

Donna's Garden Designs the excitement of a live auction.
RHS Qualiﬂed Antique & Modern Furniture  Clocks ® Books
Fullv Insur Ceramics & Glassware e Pictures & Prints
u y Su .ed Bicycles e Jewellery & Watches ¢ Collectables
Garden Des'ﬁ"S Garage Tools & Equipment ¢ Household Electrical ltems

Planting Plans Office Furniture & Equipment ¢ Retail Products & Stock

: ] Vehicles ® Horticultural & Commercial Equipment
Hortlcu"ura' Ad.VICG Building Materials ¢ Garden Furniture & Effects
Hard Landscaping

01234 266 366 peacockauction.co.uk

donnacameron710@gmail.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements

Donna Cameron 07833670934 Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 OPE



Professional Carpet,

Tt : ' ug an olste 7~¥ "
=@ AGPlumbing Services Rz @'_

Trusted Locally . ER '

.+ (Shefford) ’Tﬁﬁ | \4
CLEANER

p Spot and Stain Powerful
) Loqal Friendly, F_uIIy _ %me ency / Truckmounted
Reliable Professional Service Call Out Cleaning
¢ No Call Out Charge Tile and Grout Cleans Deeper and
- Cleaning Dries Quicker
¢ Free Estimates

e All Work Fully e DN / Fully Insured /
e Explained & Guaranteed Hot Water Established 1984
For a Free On-Site Estimate

Contact Andrew Good: 01462817220 [ IRARSSFHIeRm et

Or Mobile; 07815 735433 www.thecarpetcleaneruk.com

Fast, efficient, friendly service with very competitive rates

Available - 7 days a week

Local company - Established 1988
We specialise in all pest problems especially WASPS

Phone: 01234 862956

www.acepestcontrolbeds.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Shefford Health Centre Rapid Health Triage System

The Shefford Health Centre team have taken steps to
respond to community feedback to improve the
appointment booking system at the surgery. Like many
GP practices, they face increasing demand on their time
and resources with limited capacity. The new system,
called “Rapid Health” aims to ensure fairer access for all patients, matching patients
with the most appropriate clinician, reducing pressure on phone lines and providing
quicker, more accurate care.

This new NHS-approved online triage tool is a new, direct way to:

e Submit a medical request
e Make an admin request
e Access self-help advice from trusted NHS source

Find out more about the new system, online from 16 February, at:

https://www.sheffordhealthcentre.nhs.uk/rapid-health-triage/

NHS: Be Breast Aware

The mobile breast screening unit is coming to Shefford in Spring through to Summer
2026 — we urge all eligible ladies who are registered at Shefford, Stondon, and
Larskfield Surgeries to please look out for your screening appointment which will come
to you by post.

Breast cancer is the most common type of cancer in the UK, mostly affecting women
over the age of 50, but younger women, and men can also get breast cancer. About 1
in 7 women are diagnosed with breast cancer during their lifetime. Remember, when
breast cancer is spotted early, treatment is more likely to be successful. Thanks to
research, treatments are kinder and more effective than ever.

You will automatically get your first invitation for breast screening between the ages
of 50 and 53, and then you'll be invited every 3 years until you turn 71. After the age
of 71 you will not automatically be invited, but you may continue by self-referring to
the breast screening service.

To find out more about:

e How do | decide if | want to have breast screening?
e Am | eligible and when will | be invited?
e What are the benefits and what are the risks?

...Go to https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/breast-screening-mammogram/how-to-

decide-if-you-want-breast-screening/

Your lvel Valley South PCN Care Coordinators are here to help you with any related
queries, simply contact us on blmkicb.carecoordinator.ivs@nhs.net

Ivel Valley South Primary Care Network

Dr Baxter & Partners | Lower Stondon Surgery | Larksfield and Arlesey Medical Partnership


https://www.sheffordhealthcentre.nhs.uk/rapid-health-triage/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/breast-screening-mammogram/how-to-decide-if-you-want-breast-screening/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/breast-screening-mammogram/how-to-decide-if-you-want-breast-screening/
mailto:blmkicb.carecoordinator.ivs@nhs.net
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Supported by

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

We are meeting Face to Face and Online
Informal cancer group for patients, families, friends, carers
who wish to meet others for support, sharing &
information. People with valuable experience and from
relevant organisations have been of great benefit to us all.

We meet on the first Saturday of every month -
Meppershall Village Hall, Walnut Tree Way,
Meppershall, Shefford, Central Beds, SG17 5AB
Do join us on
from 11lam-1pm either in person
or via zoom.

For Zoom log in details:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3348518015
Meeting ID: 334 851 8015
Password: cancertalk

We are always available to speak to individuals anytime.

Pa

&) midbedscancersupport@survivingcancer.co.uk

https://survivingcancer.co.uk/

0 https://www.facebook.com/groups/694644699447288/

07961 377526



Unisex
Hairdressing

Gel Nails

Beauty Therapy

Wedding, Prom
& Evening Hair

‘ : .Ombre/Balayage
Foiling H/L & L/L

Accessories & Gifts

Handbags Perfume

Carl Coxall
Plastering & More

158 Station Road, Lower Stondon
Tel Home : 01462 817531

et : W @best.salon hair.beauty
We offer free consultations & free D o
skin/strand tests. Callinto pickupa !;Fa(cbook
price list and discount voucherat —

197 Station Road, Lower Stondon r@ W‘“ | Mobile: 07803 383222
(Next tothe Post Office/Pharmacy) ' VAT Free, No Job Too Small
5 Star Google reviews {@bestsalonl 990

HONDA
ENGINEERING FOW

FULL LINE-UP OF HONDA GARDEN MACHINERY IN-STORE AT CHANDLERS SHEFFORD

Country CHANDLERS SHEFFORD

Ghandiers
Stores 01462 810190 | www.chandlers.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




THE ﬁ“———
MEADOWS AT POLEHANGER

LUXURY GLAMPING

Discover luxury glamping for all seasons.

Stay in one of our four beautifully crafted luxury
glamping cabins, set within the meadows of
Polehanger Farm, near Shefford.

Open throughout the year.

Perfect for a break with friends, a romantic couple’s
stay, or a fun family escape.

Book now or contact us:

https://themeadows.polehanger.co.uk

themeadows@polehanger.co.uk

07494 014558

2022, 2023, 2024 Winner of the
Muddy Stilettos Herts/Beds
Best Boutique Stay Award

FAQMHOUS‘E AT POLEHANGER

LUXURY ACCOMMODATION

The Farmhouse at Polehanger will make you — ¥ ‘ l“[' -~
feel completely at home with its spacious rooms. ¢ e

Our 18th Century farmhouse is near Shefford in the heart
of 400 acres of farmland, with stunning gardens,
tennis court and farmland walks on the
doorstep.

Available for group accommodation, meetings
and small events.

Contact us to find out more or check availability

https://thefarmhouse.polehanger.co.uk
thefarmhouse@polehanger.co.uk

07494 014558

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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MEPPERSHALL - WANDERBUS

Bookings & Info : [Tel :0300-123-3023 www.wanderbus.org.uk

W

TIMETABLE - VALID FROM 2" September 2024
Time/Days have changed — please check & new W16 Stevenage

As from 2"! September 2024 “Stops at all Bus Stops on Request”

W2 BEDFORD - 2nd Wednesday of Month
Shefford Rd, / High St., / Rectory Rd. - all stops

Interchange Retail Park

St Pauls Square / Corn Exchange

W3 BIGGLESWADE

Rectory Rd / High Street, / Shefford Rd., - all Stops
Biggleswade — A1 Retail Park

Station / Town Centre - pick up Church St. Bus Stop o/s Asda

- Every Monday

W5 BIGGLESWADE - A1 Retail Park/Town Centre - Every Friday
Rectory Rd / High St. / Shefford Rd — all stops

Biggleswade A1 Retail Park / Station & Town Centre

Church St bus stop o/s Asda / A1 Retail Park

W6A CAMBRIDGE - 4™ Wednesday of Month
Shefford Rd. / High St. / Rectory Rd. - all stops
Cambridge, Downing St. — o/s John Lewis

WS8A ST ALBANS - 15t Wednesday of Month
Shefford Rd. / High St. /Rectory Rd. — all stops
St Peters St. o/s Santander Bank / pickup opp Bank Stop 13

W10 ST NEOTS - 2" Thursday of Month
Rectory Rd. / High Street, / Shefford Rd. All stops
St Neots - Market Place

W11 MILTON KEYNES - 3@ Thursday of Month
Rectory Rd. / High St., / Shefford Rd. - all stops
MK - Midsummer Blvd / M&S (Stop J3) / o/s John Lewis Stop E3

W12 HITCHIN - Every Tuesday
Shefford Rd. / High Street / Rectory Rd - All stops

Bancroft Stop D

Bancroft Stop G (Outside Oliver Bonas)

W14 WELWYN GARDEN CITY - 1%t Thursday of Month

Rectory Rd. / High Street, All stops
Shefford Road, All stops
WGC Central Bus Station

W16 STEVENAGE - 3@ Wednesday of each Month
Rectory Rd. / High St. / Shefford Rd. — all Stops

Tesco Extra, The Forum Centre (opp Station)

M&S, Roaring Meg Retail Park

our
09.00/09.02

09.40

09.55

our
09.36/09.40

10.10

10.15

our
10.00/10.03
10.25/10.30

our
08.48 /08.52
10.15

08.48 /08.52
10.15

ourt
09.18/09.20
10.15

ourt
09.08/09.10
10.10

our
09.18/09.20
10.05

ouT
09.14
09.16
10.00

09.34 /09.37
10.05
10.10

RETURN
RR
12.15
12.00

RETURN
RR
12.15
12.10

RETURN
RR

12.10/12.15

RETURN
RR
14.10

RR
14.00

RETURN
RR
12.20

RETURN
RR
13.15

RETURN
RR

12.10

RETURN
RR
RR

12.15

RR
12.10
12.05

EXCURSIONS - 4T Thursday of Month - call For Details - 0300-123-3023
E: Thewanderbus@gmail.com Web: www.wandrbus.org.uk

Buses available for PRIVATE HIRE - Call for Quote.
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Appall

Couches

Small bunch of flowers
Ne

Not down

Shoulder covering
Caesar's three

Green Gables dweller
Put seeds in ground
Aurora

American College of
Physicians (abbr.)
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Sign of the zodiac
31 What children make
Dreamers

Spring flower
Protective covering
Globes

Devotion

Proof ending

Flour component
Animal with feathers
K

Movie award
Japanese poem
Quter's opposite
Swimming mammal
Requires

Grub

Relive

Wet earth soft and sticky
Wrath

Compass point
Important person

o
-

1

5

9
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
23
24
25

| 29

30
32
33
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

&8 &

<

49

53
55

57
60
62
63
65

67
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Association (abbr.)
Continent

Green legumes

Run easily

Jaw

Device for measuring time
Big hairdo

Drops of water from the sky
Rasping

Colored arch in sky

Black

Chinese seasoning

Sign language

Dry skin need

Abdominal muscles (abbr.)
Wild

Snoop

Recreate

Sandwich cookies brand
Short-term memory
European monetary unit
Rainbow maker

Joke

Shade tree

Jeers

Wood

Rio de Janeiro

Fewer

Tot

Plant shoot or bud
She

Charged particle

Eye infection

Cooked until chewy (2
wds.)

Chop into small pieces
Tel __

Wager

City

Carved Polynesian
pendant

Origination

Stag

Reeled

Goofs



( TJ PLUMBING éTJ PLUMBING

SHEFFORD LTD SHEFFORD LTD

DID YOU KNOW WE PLUMBING, HEATING

ALSO SUPPLY HOME & CARE PLANS
AIR CONDITIONING?

Check out our
Care Plans from

£7 per month

Get in touch with us today

on
for a fixed price quote - no hidden extras

2 YEARS e
gglFtrg/%/s Way INTEREST I : o %
e FREE FINANCE
AVAILABLE
CREDIT

dusen ANORCESTER smm
Chec\katrade°com Accredited Partner THECOST O BOSCH

Q( (e

Charles Wilson Carpets Lid.
The Quality Carpet & Flooring Specialist

Family Business FREE Parking
Award Winning Service Carpets (incl. naturals)
50+ Years Experience Laminates
Showroom Luxury Vinyl Tiles (LVT)
Sample Service Industry Certified Fitters

Measuring, es’rimo’ring and fitting floors
for over 50 years in Herts & Bedsl

Unit 6E, St Franas Way, Shefford SG17 SDZ (Near Morrisons, next to the car wash)
Tel: 01462 450780 www.charleswilsoncarpets.co.uk

o el Walking Storeroom Octopus

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




JOHN R FORD - FRANCHISE STANDARDS AT INDEPENDENT PRICES.

.thecost of a senvice at John R Ford s actually in-line with the pricesyou pay at
alocalindependent garage? Soit stands to reason that choosing a franchised dealer
will mean that you'll get a great deal more when it comes to service and quality.

v Servicing: All Makes & Models v Guaranteed Parts & Labour

VMOT V Manufacturers' Warranty Protected

V Tyres: budget to premium, V Manufacturer-Trained Technicians
most sizes instock V Appointments available 6 days

V Free Collection & Delivery aweek: drop-ins welcome!

V Courtesy Cars Available' V Book online or by phone

So, why wouldn't you?

John R Ford & Sons Ltd
1 Ampthill Road, Shefford SGI75BE 01462628628 wwwijohnrford.co.uk

*Subject toavalabilty.

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Useful Contact Details In Meppershall
DEFIBRILLATORS - outside School, Village Hall and Budgens
DOCTORS, DENTISTS, PHARMACIES

NHS Direct 111

Dr Baxter & Partners

Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive, Shefford SG17 5FS

Appointments 01462 810034
General queries, prescriptions etc. 01462 818620
Lower Stondon GP Practice

109 Station Rd Lower Stondon SG16 6JJ 01462 850305
Shefford Dental Practice, 34 High St Shefford 01462 814020
Shefford Dental Clinic, 99 Hitchin Rd Shefford 01462 648465
Jardines Chemist, 7 High St Shefford 01462 813283
Shefford Pharmacy, Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive 01462 818633
Police: Emergency 999, non-emergency 101
Hospitals

Bedford Hospital 01234 355122
Lister Hospital, Stevenage 01438 314333
Luton and Dunstable Hospital 01582 491166
Utilities

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Anglian Water 03457 145145
Electrical (power cuts, overhead cable down etc) 0800 3163105

(Or 105 from a landline)

Central Beds Council 0300 300 8301

CBC Councillor for Gravenhurst, Meppershall, Shillington:

Blake Stephenson blake.stephenson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
0300 300 8526

Highways Emergencies 0300 300 8000

Other enquiries: https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/contact

Parish Council Clerk
Alessandre Marabese clerk@meppershall-pc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament:

Alistair Strathern MP C/O House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
020 7219 6004
alistair.strathern.mp@parliament.uk



mailto:blake.stephenson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/contact
mailto:clerk@meppershall-pc.gov.uk
mailto:alistair.strathern.mp@parliament.uk
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St Marys Church

Rev. Veronica Goodman, The Rectory, Church Road 01462 339962
See full details in the church pages of The Meppershall Messenger

Library: High St Shefford 0300 300 8067
Tuesday — Friday 9am — 6pm, Saturday 9am —4pm, closed Monday & Sunday

Whitbread Wanderbus service
Stephanie Kirby thewanderbus@gmail.com

Food and Supplies
Budgens Stores, Post Office, High Street

Rogers Bakery, High Street 01462 813398
The Sugar Loaf, 25 High St 01462 239231
Schools

Samuel Whitbread Academy, Clifton 01462 629900
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill 01525 404462
Henlow Academy 01462 813733
Robert Bloomfield, Shefford 01462 628800
Meppershall Academy, High Street 01462 813293
Meppershall Pre-School Village Hall, Ella Carey-Butler 07816 357159

meppershallps@gmail.com

Meppershall Munchkins, Melanie Choonos
meppershallmunchkins@gmail.com

Organisations

The Players @ STMA, Karen Mitchell 01462 816336
Meppershall Good Neighbours (GNOMES) 07760 793921
Meppershall Brownies, Suzanne Brightwell 07817 392325
Shefford Guides, Angie Griffiths 07957 462519
Shefford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers)

Kathy Georgiou 01462 629313
HATS Drama Group, Linda Winfield lin.winfield5@gmail.com
Meppershall Village Hall Trustees trustees@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk

Meppershall Village Hall Bookings  bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
Bookings Tel. 07485 102727



mailto:thewanderbus@gmail.com
mailto:meppershallps@gmail.com
mailto:meppershallmunchkins@gmail.com
mailto:lin.winfield5@gmail.com
mailto:trustees@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
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The Team And Collation Dates

CONTRIBUTIONS

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or
notices. Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below)
but handwritten contributions may be submitted. Contributions should run to not
more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should ideally be received
by the Editor not later than the 12t of the month, for publication at the end of that
month (or by the later deadline date publicised by email or Facebook). Contributions
received after the deadline may be held over.

DISCLAIMER

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to
change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The
Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous
comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or other contribution
published in this magazine. Every effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt
to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to any person or persons by any
advertisement, article or any other contribution published in this magazine.

THE TEAM

Editor James Read Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com
Co-Editor Vacancy

Assistant Patrick O’Connor

Editor

Advertising & | Andrew Pain andrewgpain@hotmail.com

Distribution 07875 580069

Treasurer John Thompson meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org

PRODUCTION DATES AND DEADLINES

The table below shows the dates for collation of the magazine. The collation team
generally meets at 2.30pm in the Village Hall on the collation date. Printing takes
place 7 days prior to collation. The deadline for submissions is two Fridays prior to
collation. Please look out for updates and alterations to usual plans when
occasionally necessary. Can you spare some time to help produce the magazine? We
would love to have you on the team! Use the contacts above to find out more.

Issue date Collation date Issue date Collation date

April 2026 Tues 31° March November 2026 |Tues 27" October
May 2026 Tues 28™ April Dec-Jan 2026-7 |Tues 1% December
June 2026 Tues 26" May February 2027 TBC

July 2026 Tues 30" June March 2027 TBC

Aug-Sept 2026 Tues 28™ July April 2027 TBC

October 2026 Tues 29t September |May 2027 TBC

Contact John Thompson to confirm arrangements (contact information above).
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