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Editorial By James Read 
Whatever you call him, that bearded 
jolly chap in red robes and white fur is 
visiting Meppershall in several guises.  
There’s a social club visit from Father 
Christmas on Christmas Eve (see 
Meppershall Social Club info here).  
Santa appears at the Christmas Fair (3rd December) – and he tours the village on a 
snowy rooftop scene on Sunday 11th and Monday 12th December.  Is a Christmas Panto 
more your thing?  There’s lots of fun to be had with both The Meppershall Players and 
Henlow Amateur Theatrical Society (HATS) – dates and details later in this issue. 

And if Christmas is important to you as the birth of Christ, St Mary’s has lots going on. 

We didn’t ask Dr Phil Porter whether he has ever met Father Christmas during his 
adventures in the High Arctic.  We are grateful to Phil for another fascinating article 
on the thrills and spills of monitoring the glacial environment in some very adverse 
conditions.  It is remarkable to think that our village has such a direct connection with 
some of the scientific efforts that are at the cutting edge of climate change research. 

Let’s look at 2023 as a whole new opportunity, even if there are also challenges lying 
ahead.  After all, it is a new era for our nation under HM King Charles III.  Perhaps 2023 
will be a year in which you ‘go local’ in your outlook on life.  Volunteering in our region 
is fun – and crucial to many services and facilities.  It is wonderful to see the end-of-
year thank you to all of our village volunteers in this issue.  May we also add our thanks.  
This magazine itself is also 100% reliant on volunteering. 

This month we especially celebrate those who deliver our village magazine.  Some 
wonderful new people joined The Meppershall Messenger delivery team in 2022 and 
we greatly appreciate their kind volunteering.  We need more delivery people, 
especially from the new estates.  Please get in touch if you can help (contact info at 
the back of this issue).  Every letterbox gets a copy.  We aim to complete every delivery 
in the first week of the month – but sometimes it takes a little longer.  Please be kind 
and patient with the team if – occasionally – it takes a few days more to get your copy. 

‘Going Local’ this Christmas may mean using local suppliers more.  That’s good for the  
economy and it is great for your carbon footprint.  We wish Roger’s Bakery, Budgens, 
The Sugar Loaf and all of our local traders a successful Christmas and New Year. 

In our colour pages, please see news of The “New” Airman Kitchen – a top-quality 
Turkish restaurant right on our doorstep.  We wish Ali Eroglu every success as he and 
his team embark on a whole new chapter for The Airman – which looks and tastes 
really very good!  Sana iyi şanslar, Ali. 

To all our readers, thank you for your support throughout this year.  Have a very Merry 
Christmas and a peaceful and happy new year. From the whole team at The 
Meppershall Messenger.  
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The Return Of The Sheep 
Meppershall is again playing host to a beautiful flock of sheep in the fields behind the 
church and the Manor House at the south end towards Shillington.  This creates a 
wonderful Christmassy scene and is well worth the walk.  The fences in place (including 
an electric fence, we believe) mark the public footpaths – please carefully stick to the 
routes marked out.  The route around the back of the church and around the manor 
house perimeter is not (as far as we know) a public right of way but is kindly made 
available to walkers by the landowner and has been fenced accordingly.  Above all, 
please keep dogs on leads and under close control in that area and ensure the sheep 
are kept safe and calm. 

Garden Waste Winter Break 
Street collections of household garden waste finish for the winter for 12 weeks from 
Monday, 5 December 2022 until Friday, 24 February 2023.  This means in Meppershall 
the last collection was in the week of Monday, 21 November. Collections resume from 
Monday, 27 February 2023 across the CBC area (specific dates for Meppershall TBC).  
CBC say that there are only very low volumes of garden waste produced over winter, 
and it is not cost effective to run the service during the winter months.   

Garden waste can still be recycled at one of the four CBC Household Waste Recycling 
Centres - open seven days a week, 9am to 5pm, including bank holidays (special 
opening times for Christmas and New Year).  Residents with enough space in their 
gardens are encouraged to home compost. 

Polehanger River Woodland Footpath Closure 
Walkers will have noticed that the riverside footpath beside Polehanger Wood was 
closed for emergency repairs from 5th November for up to six months - the closure will 
continue until the works are completed.  The closure notice indicates that the initial 
aim is to complete the works by 8th December. There is an easy alternative to the 
riverside footpath within the wood – using the main track inside Polehanger Wood. 

******************************************************************** 

Meppershall Parish Council – Approved Minutes 
Approved Summary of Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2022 

Chairman’s announcements 

• All those present were asked to observe a minute’s silence in honour of HM 
Queen Elizabeth.   

• Cllr Thompson attended the Annual PCC (Police and Crime Commissioner) 
Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 4th October 2022, at The Rufus Centre, at 
which the PCC gave an update on the current state of policing for which he is 
holding the Chief Constable of Bedfordshire Police to account. 
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Public Session  

As Ward Councillors were not present at the meeting no update was provided.  

Questions / comments from the public: 

• There seems to be an increase in the village of dog fouling which seems to have 
come about with the growing population, and with the amount of people 
moving into the village this problem is only going to get worse.  What can MPC 
do about this?  Councillors agreed that an article would be submitted to the 
Messenger and posted on Facebook regarding the increase in dog fouling in the 
village.  It was also noted that there are provisions within local byelaws that 
allow for fines to be issued to offenders and the Clerk was asked to contact the 
local Dog Warden and CBC Community Support Officers requesting more 
regular patrols of hot spot areas.  Parish Council staff are also spraying dog 
fouling on MPC lands with yellow paint to highlight the issue. 

• According to the Site Manage at the Mow development, Blakeney Estates are 
going to remove 50 metres approximately of established hedgerow and enlarge 
the stream in width and depth. The land involved is not their property.  Apart 
from the damage to the wildlife and local environment, removing the hedgerow 
and widening and deepening the stream would pose a safety issue to local 
resident and pets. Can the Parish Council seek clarity on this matter? The Clerk 
was asked to refer the matter to CBC as planning permission granted does not 
allow for the removal of hedging.   Update: Hedging not to be removed but 
some works to ditch required as part of planning permission granted.  

• Request received from resident concerned that Bovis Homes are not adhering 
to landscaping plans at 32 Shefford Road.  Specifically answers required are:  

o Who is going to be responsible for managing and maintaining 2 specific 
separate strips of buffer land between 41-49 Orchard Close? 

o Has Bovis acted against the Planning Conditions in selling the strip 
behind 41-49 Orchard Close, or a big part of it, to private owners? 

o And if they have sold off the land to private owners, can CBC enforce 
Conditions to be put in place so that future private residents of Emery 
Croft do not think they can just cut down the shrubs and trees, convert 
the land to hardstanding (for example for parking, imposing more 
pollution and noise behind our gardens) or build on land, that was 
intended to be and designated as landscape buffers. 

The Clerk was asked to raise this issue with CBC planning and enforcement 
officers and request investigation and clarification on the matter.  Update: 
compliance Officers are investigating the issue.  

Procedures, Consultations and Legal    

a. Councillor Co-option – No applications submitted.  

b. Procedures  

i. Resolved that MPC signs up to Civility and Respect Pledge.    
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ii. Resolved that MPC adopts the Dignity at Work Policy v1.0. 

iii. Resolved that MPC adopts the Document Retention Policy v1.1.  

iv. Resolved that MPC re-adopts the Data Protection Policy v2.2.  

v. Resolved that MPC re-adopts Privacy Notice v1.2.  Carried 

c. Consultations - Resolved that MPC will remain opted in to the SAAA central 
external auditor appointment arrangements.   

d. Invitations – Anyone available to attend the BATPC AGM on Thursday 20th 
October 2022, Henlow Park Pavilion should contact the Clerk.  

e. IT and Communications - The Environmental Officer's phone is now set up 
and in use. The plan for this phone has been connected to the Councils’ 
SMARTY account in a group plan.  Councillors experiencing email setup 
problems to contact Cllr Standbridge for assistance.  Website usage for 
September compared to August has risen 8%, with 443 users. Additional 
signage proposals with amends made.   Councillors thanked Cllr Standbridge 
for her work.   

f. Stocken House Green Space – Clerk to chase for meeting date with Davidsons 
and CBC for an update.   

g. Wry Close Allotment Track – To receive update on Sugar Loaf PH use of 
allotment track for anchoring gazebo (stretch tent).   Meeting held with the 
Sugar Loaf PH on 8th August with Cllr Thompson and Clerk.  Letter confirming 
action to be taken given by hand after meeting.  Leaseholder confirmed today 
that contractors will be on site Wednesday 19th October to remove the two 
remaining posts from MPC land.  Resolved that if the Sugarloaf PH does not 
remove anchorings on the Allotment Track by 19th October 2022 the Clerk is to 
instigate legal action.  Update: Anchorings now removed.   

 

Finance   

a. Purchase Orders - Resolved to purchase pool table and donate to Village Hall; 
poppy wreath; attendance at CPRE Planning Training; and additional works to 
Centenary Field.     

b. Insurance - The Clerk and Cllr Wright reviewed the Asset Register and the 
insurance schedule to ensure MPC is adequately covered.  Resolved to 
approve Parish Council insurance renewal.  

c. Audit 2021-2022 - Councillors noted that the External Auditor Certificate of 
Completion of Audit had been received with no issues noted on it and the 
MPC website updated.  

d. Document approval - Resolved to approve Journals 77 and 78, Bank 
Statements & Reconciliations Current Account 157, 158, 159, 160, 161 & 162, 
Bank Statements and Reconciliations Savings Account 030, 031, 032, 033 & 
034 and MultiPay Card Statements and Reconciliations May and June 2022.   
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e. Monthly Standing Order, Direct Debit and Finance approved payment list - 

Resolved to approve updated monthly standing order, direct debit and Finance 
approved payment list.  

f. Orders for the payment of money – Council resolved that the schedule of 
payments as presented be approved and authorised for payment by Cllr 
Parsons, excluding BACS659 and BACS677.   

 

Planning and Housing  

a. Planning applications for consideration  

• CB/22/03714/FULL - 24 Brookmead, SG17 5SA - Second storey side extension 
above existing garage. Resolved that the Council has no objection to planning 
application 22/03714.   

• CB/TCA/22/00531 - Church Of Saint Mary The Virgin, SG17 5NA - Works to 
trees within a Conservation Area: Fell Lime Tree T1 with decay at the base, 
tree at south east corner of the church yard.  Resolved that the Council has no 
objection to planning application TCA/22/00531.   

b. Update on applications responded to by the Clerk using delegated powers  

• CB/22/02871/VOC - ACO Technologies Plc, SG17 5TE - Variation of condition 
number 14 of planning permission CB/19/02011/OUT (Outline planning 
permission for erection of up to 11,649sqm of B1, B2 and/or B8 employment 
floor space and associated ancillary works) to reflect updated site-wide 
landscaping proposals.  No objection.  

• CB/22/02944/FULL - Woodview Nurseries, Shefford Road, SG17 5LL - 
Construction of two dwellings and ancillary works. Objection.  

• CB/22/03074/FULL - Monks Pool, Rectory Road, SG17 5NB - Erection of 
outbuilding for ancillary use.  Comments.  

• CB/22/03075/LB - Monks Pool, Rectory Road, SG17 5NB - Listed Building: 
Erection of outbuilding for ancillary use.  Comments. 

• CB/22/03148/FULL - Agricultural Buildings located to the south of Spinney 
Wood, Lower Stondon, SG17 5NE - Erection of 2no Rainwater Harvesting 
Tanks.  No objection.  

• CB/TCA/22/00435 - The Manor House, Church Road, SG17 5NA - Works to 
trees within a Conservation Area.  No objection.  

• CB/HDG/22/00468 - Section of land running between Flitton and Meppershall 
- Hedgerow: removal of 21 sections of 5m of hedgerows to facilitate access 
and installation of drinking water pipeline by Anglian Water.  All hedgerows 
will be replanted like-for-like or improved. Comments. 

c. Update on street naming complaint raised by MPC - Still waiting for a 
response.   
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d. Update on CB/21/00459/OUT – 100 High Street planning appeal and actions 
required 

The Clerk was asked to prepare a letter in response to the planning appeal for 
21/00459.  It was also noted that the land owner / developer has recently 
removed all hedging at the front of the house and cleared a large section of 
land behind the house.  Removal of the hedging at the front of the property is 
permitted as it is not protected however any removal of hedging boundaries 
with the open countryside to the rear of the house are protected.  The Clerk 
has obtained photos for MPC records.  Update: Appeal withdrawn.  

Neighbourhood Plan 

The draft NP Plan has been updated and requires a clarification on a number of 
points before we can proceed to the next stage.       

Highways and Transport  

a. Confirmation of response to CBC consultation A00330 – 40mph limit on 
Shefford Road.  Resolved to endorse and confirm acceptance of the response 
to CBC Consultation A00330. 

b. To consider and approve response to CBC Consultation regarding Resilient 
Highways Network - This request was noted.   

c. OPCC and RMF grant funding update including response to complaint made 
by MPC on lack of communication - A letter of complaint regarding the lack of 
communication on PCC Grant Funding and RMF applications was sent to CBC 
on 3rd August 2022.  Councillors were not happy with the response.  On 5th 
October the Clerk, after chasing for update on works, received an apology via 
email as, after having checked records, the individual identified that MPC 
were not copied into correspondence sent in July, when CBC confirmed with 
Cllr Liddiard that the statutory consultation for the speed reduction proposal 
was about to commence and would be presented at the September Traffic 
Management Meeting.  A chain of emails that have been sent over the past 
few months relating to the MPC RMF bid and the PCC funding was provided.  
Correspondence has confirmed that the Bend Warning Vehicle Activated Sign 
(VAS) and improvements to the Gateway on Shefford Road are expected to be 
delivered in December 2022.  CBC are waiting for final confirmation of the 
Road Space Booking before confirming the exact dates for construction.  The 
40mph buffer zone will also be implemented, as advertised, after approval at 
the Traffic Management Meeting in September 2022.  In relation to costs CBC 
will pull together all the elements and work out which funding streams are 
most appropriate, considering the £20k PCC funding. CBC are aware that MPC 
will need the final invoice prior to our deadline to secure the PCC funding. 
These final costs should be known by November and CBC will ensure the 
invoice is prepared and ready to be sent as soon as the construction takes 
place so MPC can be awarded the PCC funding.  The Chairman has again 
written to the CEO of CBC.  
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Environment and Leisure  

a. Centenary Field - Update on drainage and landscaping works - The Clerk and 
Cllr Thompson met with Sherriffs on 31st August and plan to conduct an 
inspection on 15th October.  Works carried out include:  

• Pitch fertilised, cut and weed sprayed. 

• Amenity area behind Village Hall weed sprayed, reseeded, rolled and 
fertilised. 

• Track around pitch spot weed sprayed and hollows / cracks filled 
before redressing.  

• Main field grass cut and weed sprayed.  Drainage lines back filled and 
field reseeded.  

• Cemetery area weed sprayed. 

• Amenity area at front of Village Hall bunds removed and reseeded.  
Post and rail fence installed.   

Centenary Field - Update on gym installation - Grass mats installed on 12th 
September.  Repair team visited site to repair the double cross trainer, waist 
trainer, remove graffiti and all peeling labels.   Fitting of metal labels is 
expected w/c 10th October.  

Centenary Field - To consider hire of MUGA and / or some of the green space 
next to it for use as a dedicated play area for home schooling initiative 
during term time.  Resolved to authorise and provide the Clerk with delegated 
power to make hire arrangements on behalf of MPC for all council owned open 
spaces as per MPC policies currently in place.  

b. To receive update on outcome of CBC Community Asset Grant Application 
and approve Clerk to issue plan and purchase orders - The Clerk was 
delighted to announce that the CBC Community Assets Grant Application 
submitted on behalf of MPC has been successful with MPC awarded £25,000 
towards redevelopment of the play area and associated works at Old Road 
Meadow.   Councillors were unanimous in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
Clerk and Cllr Thompson who worked on the application.  Resolved to 
authorise the Clerk to raise purchase orders as required for the Old Road 
Meadow project.   

c. To consider plans and choice of play equipment for both Centenary Field and 
Old Road Meadow. Resolved to authorise the Clerk to raise purchase orders as 
required for new play equipment at Centenary Field.   

d. Allotments - To receive allotment inspection update and allotment plot 
occupancy details.  

The Clerk and Mrs Thorne have completed an allotment inspection and 
appropriate letter will be issued shortly with rent request letters.  There are a 
small number of plots vacant and both the Clerk and Mrs Thorne are 
expecting to start a waiting list in the Spring of 2023.    
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Allotments - Resolved that the allocation of allotment plots be prioritised as 
follows:  

• Priority A = Meppershall residents  

• Priority B = Residents from neighbouring parishes 

• Priority C = Existing plot holders who are Meppershall residents  

• Priority D = Existing plot holders do not live in Meppershall.  

And that the Clerk add into or highlight the expectations of allotment tenants’ 
performance in the allotment tenancy terms and conditions.  Carried.  

Allotments - Resolved to change allotment charges from October 2023 as 
proposed and that they be included in the next copy of the Messenger.  

 
Plot Size Meppershall Residents and 

pre-October 2018 tenants 
irrespective of residency 

Non Meppershall 
Residents 

Category A < 120m² £14.85 £16.50 

Category B 121-160m² £19.80 £22.00 

Category C 161-200m² £24.75 £27.50 

Category D 201-240m² £29.70 £33.00 

Category E 241-280m² £34.65 £38.50 

Category F 281-320m² £39.60 £44.00 

Plot Deposit  £55.00 £55.00 

Allotments - Resolved that the Clerk, Mrs Thorne and Cllr Thompson organise 
an allotment bonfire event on 5th November with appropriate risk assessment 
and safety measures.   

e. Signage update and to consider costings - Deferred to next meeting.   

f. Update on play area inspection training - The Clerk, Mrs Thorne and Cllr 
Morgan attended the Play Inspection Training Course organised by MPC on 
6th September with all attendees undertaking the examination.  The training 
was eye opening and there are a number of actions that the Clerk and Mrs 
Thorne will follow up on.    

Close of the meeting - The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:15pm and reminded 
everyone that the next meeting would be the 14th November 2022 in the Village Hall.    

John Thompson - Chairman - Meppershall Parish Council  
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  HENLOW VETS 
 

22  Bedford Road 
Lower Stondon, Beds.  

SG16 6EA 
 

 
Contact: 01462 416416   

henlowvets@henlowvets.co.uk 
 

BUSINESS HOURS 

Mon - Fri : 8.30 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. 

                        Saturday : 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon (Sunday closed) 

 

NEW - EMERGENCY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE   
 (REGISTERED CLIENTS ONLY) CALL 07464 350428  
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Need a business pick-me-up? 
 

You could promote your 
 business right HERE—for just 

£20 pm 

Contact Messenger Advertising 
Andrew Pain 07875 580069 
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A Thank You From The Parish Council 
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Central Bedfordshire Council News 
Bin Better 

After Recycling Week last October, CBC’s ‘Bin Better’ campaign encourages us all to 
improve our recycling choices.  In 2020/21 CBC residents recycled 46.1% of their waste 
– more than the previous year, but below national recycling targets of 55% by 2025 
and 60% by 2030.  CBC reckons up to 70% of the items discarded in black bins may be 
suitable for recycling (based on a study sample of bin contents).  Recycling means that 
materials can be reused for a longer lifespan, saving precious resources, and reducing 
carbon emissions. 

But it can be confusing, so ‘Bin Better’ helps us all to understand which items can be 
recycled.  A new A-Z online recycling tool has been created, to help people unsure of 
what goes in which bin.  You can look up almost every kind of item here: 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory/46/a_to_z_of_recycling  

Not everything that can be recycled can be picked up in the street collections – so 
please make yourself familiar with our local Household Waste Recycling Centres (‘Tidy 
Tips’ – Ampthill and Biggleswade) where a whole range of things can be taken. 

Waste Reduction Volunteers 

CBC is looking for Waste Reduction Volunteers to encourage and help residents in their 
communities to recycle more and prevent avoidable waste – so that we can all bin a 
little better.  There is a great opportunity to make a difference in the community, meet 
new people and gain new skills.  Attending community events, fairs and markets, 
delivering talks to local community groups, providing workshops and talks in local 
schools – there are lots of ways to help people across the community understanding 
our recycling opportunities.  Volunteers have the flexibility to choose when and how 
to spend their time – whether it be evenings, daytimes or weekends.  Volunteers get 
1-to-1 support and training on their knowledge of the council’s waste and recycling 
services.  More info at: 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/170/recycling_-
_lets_bin_better/1249/waste_reduction_volunteer  

Or email: env.services@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk. 

More Help With The Rising Cost Of Living 

CBC’s Executive has recommended extra, immediate funding and support for residents 
struggling with cost-of-living increases.  A report from the cross-party Fairness 
Taskforce presented options to support local people and the Executive agreed on 
funding several initiatives: 

• Increased funding for Citizens Advice, supporting confidential advice, given for 
free, on legal, debt, consumer, housing and other problems 

• Increased funding for Community Voluntary Service (CVS) and Bedfordshire 
Rural 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory/46/a_to_z_of_recycling
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/170/recycling_-_lets_bin_better/1249/waste_reduction_volunteer
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/170/recycling_-_lets_bin_better/1249/waste_reduction_volunteer
mailto:env.services@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


12 
• Communities Charity (BRCC), which are doing important work on the ground 

with local volunteers and communities 
• A new crisis fund administered through children’s centres to provide 

emergency assistance for families facing hardship 
• ‘Warm Spaces’ across Central Bedfordshire, including the 12 public libraries, 

providing a warm, safe space with free Wi-Fi and two hours of free computer 
use, free study space, phone charging, free events and activities, free e-books, 
free e-audio and more (everyone is welcome). 

Based on the Fairness Taskforce report, CBC will work with Citizens Advice to consider 
service extensions and signposting residents to support monitoring of the 
effectiveness of the Government’s energy support proposals to the third sector. 

Free Courses – Multiply 

Multiply is a government-funded programme to improve people’s skills with numbers 
and maths and support career progression opportunities, confidence with budgeting 
skills and the ability to help children with homework.  Bedfordshire Employment and 
Skills Academy (BESA) has partnered with Bedford Borough Council to deliver free 
maths courses to upskill those aged 19 and over, who do not currently hold a GCSE or 
equivalent maths qualification at grade C/4 or above. Learners can progress onto 
higher level maths courses, outside Multiply but still delivered by BESA, and take Level 
1 and 2 Functional Skills qualifications to achieve an accredited maths qualification.  
Topics include Maths Skills for Everyday Life (2 hour workshops), Money Management 
(3 hour workshops), Shopping on a Budget (4 theory sessions of 2hr15mins each) and 
Cooking on a Budget (4 theory sessions of 2hr15mins each).  To book, go to 
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/BESA-contact-us or email 
Holly.Keeling@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.  

******************************************************************** 

Meppershall Social Club 
MSC trust this finds you all well.  Christmas and New Year are fast approaching and 
plans are afoot to bring you some great entertainment.  MSC are giving the Karaoke & 
Vinyl Nights a rest for December, they will be back in 
full swing in January. 

MSC have a fully stocked bar, from beers and ciders, 
to wines, soft drinks, spirits and shots, all at 
reasonable prices.  Our newest beer addition is 
‘Hobgoblin Session’ and our newest spirit is 
Passionfruit Gin.  Why not pop in to give them a try 
or just have your favourite tipple?  We are lucky to have an ultra-modern facility that 
is child, disabled and dog friendly and a warm welcome awaits all guests old and new. 

A few niggles to deal with: 

1. Please refrain from discarding your cigarette butts on the floor, there are metal 
floor and wall-mounted ashtrays, so no excuses! 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/BESA-contact-us
mailto:Holly.Keeling@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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2. The use of foul and offensive language will not be tolerated.  Persistent use of 
such language will result in you being asked to leave immediately. 

3. Vaping is NOT ALLOWED in any part of the building. 

Here’s what’s on for December: 
• Friday 16th:  Christmas Bingo.  A great night with big prizes and a bumper raffle.  

Ages 18 & over.  Eyes down 7pm. 
• Saturday 24th:  6pm-midnight – Santa’s Grotto for children aged 10 & under.  

Come and meet Santa and his elf where a small gift awaits!  Followed by a family 
disco. 

• Saturday 31st:  7pm-1am - A fabulous New Year’s Eve disco + guest.  Children 
welcome.  Everyone is welcome with FREE ENTRY. 

Please note our Christmas & New Year opening times as below: 

• Dec 24th (Christmas eve): 6pm-Midnight.  Social area closed all day.  Main hall 
from 6pm. 

• Dec 25th (Christmas day): 12 noon-2pm 
• Dec 26th (Boxing day): 12 noon-3pm 
• Dec 27th (Bank Holiday): 12 noon-3pm 
• Dec 31st (New Year’s eve): 7pm-1am. Social area closed all day.  Please use main 

hall from 7pm. 
• Jan 1st (New Year’s day): CLOSED. 

May MSC take this opportunity to thank you all for your support throughout 2022.  We 
look forward to your continued support in 2023 and we wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas & A Happy and Healthy New Year!                                                            MSC 

******************************************************************** 

An Update From The Meppershall Pre-School 
A warm, cosy hello from all staff and committee at Meppershall pre-school! 

In these last few weeks, the pre-school children have been learning about 
Remembrance Day and made a wreath to contribute to the remembrance service 
held at the village church on Remembrance Sunday. Thank you to everyone who 
attended. 

At pre-school, Christmas preparations are in full swing with the children starting to 
practise for their Christmas concert to be held in the village hall. The children are 
very excited for their visit from Father Christmas coming in December as well as their 
Christmas celebration week, creating lots of Christmas crafts. Pre-school 
representatives will be attending the Christmas Fair in the village hall taking place on 
Saturday 3rd December. Please come down to support, as there will be lots to see 
and do, with the odd gingerbread man treat. 

Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and a joyful new year, 

Warmest wishes, 

Meppershall Pre-School  
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Community Defibrillators 
 

Community Defibrillator 
Seminar Invitation 

 
Register your interest 

 

Date - TBC 
Meppershall Village Hall 

 

 
Residents wishing to register their interest in attending this 

2 -hour training session should contact the Clerk at: 
clerk@meppershall-pc.gov.uk  

 
On behalf of the Parish Council we would like to ask the Community Heartbeat 
Trust to demonstrate the use of defibrillators and explain how the equipment 
works and its benefits to the community in saving precious minutes in the 
treatment of sudden cardiac arrest. 
 
The more people that know how to use the 3 portable defibrillators installed in 
our village, the more chance there is of saving the life of a victim of Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest. 
 
Everybody is welcome to register their interest in attending, and no 
special skills are required, just your willingness to play an important 

role in the event of a medical emergency. 
 
 

In the event of someone collapsing or needing 
emergency medical help, dial 999 immediately. 

If a defibrillator is required, the 999 operator will 
instruct you on what to do – including CPR if needed – 
while asking someone else to get a defibrillator.  The 

999 call handler will provide details of the nearest 
defib, plus the code to access it. 

 

about:blank


Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements 



Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements 



Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements 



Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements 

Experienced Accountant and Tax 
Adviser based in Clophill, 

Bedfordshire providing a full range of 
accountancy and taxation services to 
businesses and private individuals. 

 

To arrange a free initial consultation 
please telephone me on: 

 01525 590465  
or  

email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk 

LUXURY 
ACCOMMODATION 

 
HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP 
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Digital Health And Care Services – Have Your Say 

Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes Health and Care Partnership is developing a 
strategy for digital health and care services.  

The use of technology and digital access to services was increased due to the Covid 
Pandemic and many of the ways people receive treatment or advice have changed 
and may have been supported by digital or remote services.  

We would like to understand how residents feel about digital health and care 
services, what they think works well and what barriers there may be to residents 
being able to access services in this way.   

We want as many people as possible to share their views and help shape services 
across Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes, so please complete the survey at 
https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/BLMKDigital  (QR code below for your convenience). 

The survey runs until Thursday 12 Jan 2023.  

We are also holding in-person focus groups, to register your interest in joining a 
focus group, please call 01525 624261 or email blmkicb.communications@nhs.net .  
The focus groups will be held in community venues and we are offering £50 payment 
in recognition of time and expenses. 

Local Authority Focus group 1 Focus group 2 

Bedford Borough 15th November, 5:30pm to 
8:30pm  

16th November, 09:30am to 
12:30pm 

Central Bedfordshire 22nd November, 5:30pm to 
8:30pm 

23rd November, 09:30am to 
12:30pm 

Luton 29th November, 5:30pm to 
8:30pm 

30th November, 09:30am to 
12:30pm 

Milton Keynes 6th December, 5:30pm to 
8:30pm 

7th December, 09:30am to 
12:30pm 

 

  

about:blank
about:blank
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Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 23-29 Jan 2023 
 

This New Year don’t let cervical screening fall to the bottom of your to-do list.  
Screening only takes a few minutes and is one of the best ways to protect yourself 
from cervical cancer. 

23-29 January 2022 is Cervical Cancer Prevention Week, to find out come about 
cervical screening go to: 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/cervical-screening/  

www.jostrust.org.uk  

Jaqui Derrick 
Ivel Valley South Primary Care Network, Care Coordinator 
blmkicb.carecoordinator.ivs@nhs.net 
 

 

  

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cervical-screening/
http://www.jostrust.org.uk/
mailto:blmkicb.carecoordinator.ivs@nhs.net
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Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk     facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

Churchwardens: 
Chris Valentine 01462 815971   Peter Clark 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Message from St Mary’s… 
I think that for many people life is worrying and is a struggle at the moment - and it is 
quite difficult to look forward with their usual hope and optimism, even to Christmas.  
We are beset by fears and anxieties about Covid still, the cost of living (“to heat or to 
eat”), the threat of escalation of war, and the possible, preventable (?) effects of 
climate change… to name but a few things.  That’s even before we think about ordering 
the turkey and making Christmas puddings etc.  
The world that Christ was born into was fraught with difficulties too.  
It would have been a cold Mediterranean night 2,000 years ago when Joseph and Mary 
made their forced journey through rough countryside - on foot and with a small 
donkey - Mary heavily pregnant - to register for taxes in Joseph’s “home town”.  They 
were a people living under the oppression of Rome, ruled by Rome’s friend and ally 
Herod the Great. Some scholars say they would have had to pay as much as 50-60% of 
what they grew or owned in taxes - and note that that money was not used towards 
the common good as it is today!  The people wanted and prayed and plotted for 
independence - and they longed for the promised Messiah who they hoped would free 
them from the Romans. 
Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, tired after a long journey - in a town that had 
no room for them - except the warmth of a stable provided by an innkeeper too kind 
to turn them away. 
And there… (I would say in the quiet and stillness of the night - except that the town 
was probably anything but still and quiet with travellers arriving at all times - and then 
of course there were the choirs of angels! )…  a virgin gave birth to a son…  wrapped 
him in swaddling bands, and laid him in a manger.  
We have been, indeed we are still, going through a time of turmoil but let us make 
time to allow the peace and joy of Christmas to settle in our hearts…   to set aside the 
cares of today and to celebrate, to sing, as we turn our hearts and minds once again 

mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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to the Saviour born in a manger on that first Christmas Night because there was no 
room in the inn.  
Maybe you would like to sing Carols at 6.00pm on the 18th Dec (after the football, of 
course!)?  Maybe you would like to come at celebrate at the Christingle at 3pm on 
Christmas Eve?   Maybe you would like to come to “Midnight Communion at 10.00pm 
on Christmas Eve?    Or maybe you would like to come to Jesus’ Birthday Celebration 
at 11.00am on Christmas Morning?  Or maybe come to them all!! 
Is that just a holiday from reality - romantic escapism?  No. I truly believe that Jesus is 
the answer to all this world’s ills…  He can still bring light into our darkness, order into 
our chaos, and mercies and blessings new every morning. 
In the uncertainties of 1939 George VI’s Christmas broadcast to the Empire spoke 
these words from a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins.  I turn to those words once again: 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown". 
And he replied: 
"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall 
be to you better than light and safer than a known way". 

The poem continues:    
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

With our hands in the hands of God - I pray that the hope, peace and joy of that first 
Christmas will fill your hearts and your homes and flow with you through 2023. 
With best wishes, Rector Roni. 

Church News and Events in December and January 
 

Sundays 11.00am Morning Worship every Sunday 

   Holy Communion: 2nd and 4th Sundays 

Every Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion in church 

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00-3.00 Private prayer and quiet time – the church open 
  for you to sit and visit during the day 

3rd December  Carol singing at the Christmas Fair, Village Hall 
2nd, 3rd, 4th December Christmas Tree Festival in Shefford 
11th December  Santa’s Float touring the village (Shefford end) 
12th December  Santa’s Float touring the village (Shillington end) 
18th December, 6.00pm Carols By Candlelight – carol service at church 
24th December, 3.00pm Christingle Service 
24th December, 10.00pm Midnight Communion Service 
25th December, 11.00am Christmas Day – Jesus’ birthday celebration 
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Online services: 9.00am Morning Prayer using 24-7’s  Lectio 365 App  
  7-days-a-week 

9.00pm Night Prayer/Compline from the C. of E. Daily 
Prayer App, 7-days-a-week 

Find us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/ 
Find us on our website:   https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/ 
Find us on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA 
 

Do you need prayers?   We have a small group of intercessors who pray confidentially 
for those who ask for it.  Please talk to Roni (01462 339962 / 07533 376880) or Chris 
Valentine (07701 039324). 

Meppershall Second Sunday Strollers 
Firstly, our sincere thanks to the Southill Estate for the kind permission to transit part 
of their grounds on our November walk from Meppershall to Old Warden; a stunning 
autumnal hike with a very memorable arrival at St Leonards as night was falling. 

On Sunday 11th December please can we invite you to “hike with Santa”?  Many will 
be familiar with Santa’s tour of Meppershall, waving from the chimney of a snowy 
rooftop as he travels the village, with church volunteers alongside going door-to-door 
with Christmas greetings and raising funds.  Please join us if you want to join in the fun 
and lend a hand!  We will meet at New Meppershall Care Home at 3.45pm.  The church 
team will cover half the village – around 2 miles but with a lot of back-and-forth in and 
out of streets and houses!  Message us or call for more info. 

On Sunday January 8th we plan a loop from the church gate (meeting at 2pm) around 
Polehanger Wood and back.  Our route heads towards Gravenhurst at first, turning 
across open fields to Campton Road and past the airfield to Woodhall Farm where we 
enter Polehanger Wood.  We’ll walk the length of the wood, rising back up to the 
Village Hall via Polehanger Farm.  It is 3.5 miles if you end at the Village Hall, or just 
over 4 miles if you come all the way back to church. 

Please get in touch if you need more info.  We’re an informal, dog-friendly group and 
we would love to have you along for a walk.  Call us on 857836 (James and Miriam) or 
at  https://www.facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers. 

Local Produce – New Season Apple Juice 
Grown in Kimpton, pure apple juice is available from Colette House at £4 per bottle.  
The juice is professionally pasteurised at Radwell and is otherwise entirely natural.  The 
orchards in Kimpton used to be a significant agricultural enterprise; these days some 
small exclusive supplies are still made available by private residents who sell their juice 
in a cooperative enterprise with proceeds going to environmental causes.  Call or text 
Collette on 07831 111062 for more information.  

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA
https://www.facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers
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GNOMES (Meppershall Good Neighbours) 
 
 

 

  



 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 

Malc’s 
Garden Services 

 
Grass and hedge cutting 
Fence and Shed Repair 

Small General Maintenance 
Telephone: 07921572065 
malcsgm@hotmail.co.uk 

Locally based in Henlow 

Well established company 

GAS SAFE registered 



 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 



 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 

                                                           
 
 
   

Est 1976, Free Estimates, 

Friendly & Reliable Service 
 

Grass Cutting, Turfing,    Patios Laid,  

Block Paving,    Brick Piers,  

Garden Walls,    Fencing, 

Tree & Hedge Cutting,  

Gardens Cleared  

Registered Waste Carriers 

 

MARTIN ROE 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

 

Quality assured 
All aspects 

 

Telephone:  07973 532430 

Tel:    01234 381854  

07885 442800, 07398 268956                                                                                                   

    www.dhandsons.co.uk 

Chiropodist 
 

Mobile Surgery 
Graeme Harley 
m.s.s.ch m.b.ch.a 

 

H.P.C. Registered 
 

15 New Street, 
Shefford 

 

Tel. 01462 816 458 
Mob. 0773 9101 396 

Experienced Accountant and Tax 
Adviser based in Clophill, Bedfordshire 
providing a full range of accountancy 

and taxation services to businesses and 
private individuals. 

 

To arrange a free initial consultation 
please telephone me on: 

 01525 590465  
or  

email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk 



 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 

Lawton Property  
Services Ltd 

 
Carpentry & Building 

 
Tel Chris: 01234 381065 
Mobile: 07939 004561 

 
G M ROOFING  

SERVICES 
 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF GENERAL 
ROOFING AND REPAIRS 

 
 REPAIRS AND RE-ROOFING 

 SLATING 

 TILING 

 LEAD WORK 

 CHIMNEY POINTING 
 

 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE  

SERVICE 
 

Mobile: 07733 478870 
 

BASED IN MEPPERSHALL 



A LOOK AT THE “NEW” AIRMAN KITCHEN 

A top-quality Turkish restaurant on your doorstep! 

 
 

After months of work updating and modernising the Airman Kitchen, Ali Eroglu 

and his team have finally opened the Turkish-inspired restaurant – and it was 

worth the wait! 

Those of you that have already eaten here, or had a takeaway, will know how 

good the food is; now the surroundings do justice to the menu. 

Ali Eroglu, owner of The Airman Kitchen 

  



Fully booked for opening night… 

 

 

The interior has been finished to a very high standard, and it doesn’t look 

anything like the same place as it was before. But the food is just as tasty, the 

staff just as courteous and professional, and the variety of drinks and cocktails 

is now even more extensive.  For the grand reopening, Ali organised some visual 

treats, including a fire breather and even a human mirrorball. 

Opening night at The Airman   



Opening night at The Airman 

 

  



Ali’s family also own the ‘Pera Kitchen’ restaurant in Biggleswade, and many of 

the dishes at the Airman had already proved really popular with diners there.  If 

you’ve been to Turkey then you’ll recognise many of the menu items at the 

Airman, as it offers a selection of traditional Turkish dishes, as well as some 

inspired by the cuisine of Istanbul - Ali’s favourite city. 

                         

As well as the extensive menu, the Airman offers a special weekday lunch deal 
(lunch being 12- 4pm!) comprising of 2 courses (starter + main) for £12.95 or 3 
courses (starter + main + dessert) for £14.45. 
 

Ali is delighted with the new look of the Airman Kitchen and hopes that it will 

become a favourite for nights out for diners from around the area.  He’s also 

looking to put on a range of different entertainments for us whenever possible. 

The Airman is just minutes from the centre of Meppershall with plenty of 
parking.  We’re delighted to have a venue of such high calibre in the village. 

Book on 01462 814495, or online at 

www.theairmankitchen.co.uk 
16 Hitchin Road, Meppershall, Shefford, SG17 5JF 
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Meppershall Church Of England Academy Admissions In 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
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From Meppershall To The High Arctic And Back   By Dr Phil Porter 
Welcome to the second in my series of articles, discussing my work as a glacier scientist 
in the frozen parts of our planet, linking to what I see there to our lives here in 
Meppershall and the UK. In October’s article, I set the context for the work I do, and 
outlined how we can all make small changes to the way we live in order to collectively 
bring about greater changes. This month, I focus on what it’s like to live and work in 
the High Arctic, sometimes for months on end. 

I’ve been working in the High Arctic since 1994.  I have witnessed profound changes.  
The weather has changed from cold and dry to warm and wet in summer.  The glaciers 
have shrunk dramatically, particularly in the last decade. This has driven changes to 
the way we live and work there - and presented some challenging moments. 

 
Warm, wet and muddy. The reality of 21st Century Arctic field expeditions. 

Before I get to that however, back in 1994 I was a fresh-faced postgraduate student 
and had the privilege of sailing to the High Arctic on a Norwegian Polar Institute 
research vessel. Excitement levels were high, as were trepidation levels.  We were 
being dropped off at the glacier, with a return pick-up in two months’ time. The only 
way in or out was by helicopter and after the boat anchored in the fjord, I was first to 
be flown onto the ice, with a colleague from the British Antarctic Survey. When you 
work in the High Arctic, the one thing you are always acutely aware of is the polar bear 
risk. We are trained in firearms use and always carry a loaded rifle and a flare pistol, 
the latter to scare the bear away, as we would only use the rifle in a life or death attack 
situation. At least that’s the way it should be! 

As we get into the helicopter, we double-check all our equipment: “You got the rifle 
Phil?” asks my colleague. “Yes got the rifle, no problem. Have you got the flare pistol?” 
I reply. “Yes, all here Phil”. “OK thanks. Good to go!” I say to the pilot. Then commences 
my first ever helicopter ride which left me wondering how on earth the thing stayed 
in the air, given that it seemed to be doing its best to shake itself to pieces, but with 
great excitement we swooped in over the beautiful crevasses and enormous blocks of 
ice at the front of the glacier and flew up to our camp location, about 2km from the 
ice front. Working around helicopters is noisy, windy and dangerous, so both me and 
my colleague were happy to see the helicopter rise up and head back to the boat.  We 
started to relax, to marvel in the beauty around us and find the best spot on the ice to 
pitch tents.   



23 
 
Our relaxed state was, however, short-lived. “OK, better load the gun just in case; can 
you grab the bullets?” I say. “What bullets? You had the bullets I thought?!” responds 
my colleague. “No you definitely had the bullets, I saw you put them in your rucksack” 
I reply.  “Well they aren’t there now”, responds my colleague. 

Somehow, the unthinkable had happened. We had a fully functioning rifle, but no 
ammunition and a simple, but critical mix-up on the boat had now left us in a 
potentially life-threatening situation. Those twenty minutes, as we waited for the 
helicopter to return with two more colleagues (and some bullets!), were the longest 
20 minutes of my life and to this day, almost thirty years on, every week on average, l 
have a nightmare about this very scenario, with multiple hungry polar bears edging 
ever closer to our ammunition-free camp! Thankfully the nightmare has never come 
true, but this was a wake-up call for me to always check and double check this most 
safety-critical piece of equipment and to ensure that the bullets always stay with the 
gun in the same case, never in a bag or a pocket!  

 
Helicopter ride to field camp. 

Of course, camping on a solid block of ice also brings some unique challenges, mainly 
because that block of ice is always melting around you, lowering the ice surface. What 
this means is that, every week or so, you have to shift your tent, as despite the body 
heat from the tent occupant, the tent shields the ice from melt, such that a large ice 
pedestal develops under the tent, making for a very unpleasant ‘falling off a cliff’ 
dream should you put off moving your tent too long and end up rolling over in the 
night and slide down the edge of the pedestal, pulling the tent inner with you! As 
glaciers melt ever faster, surface lowering is accelerating fast, so these days it’s not so 
much a case of moving the tent once a week, it’s every few days, providing a regular 
reminder of just how fast things are warming in the High Arctic. This is of course a 
relatively minor inconvenience, but a warming world also brings other changes and 
challenges when working in the High Arctic.  

Back in 1994, equipment for summer fieldwork focussed on warm clothes in 
abundance and two very warm sleeping bags, one inside the other. Back then, we 
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would expect summer temperatures to be a few degrees above zero, but never much 
beyond that and looking back at photographs and video footage from that time shows 
us all fully wrapped up in down duvet jackets, winter boots and woolly hats! Rain was 
virtually non-existent and in two months camping and living on the ice in 1994 we only 
had one day of rain. Today, the High Arctic is much warmer and much wetter, only one 
sleeping bag is needed in summer and clothing trends have changed! Now it’s full wet 
weather gear to cope with regular rain. Temperatures are regularly into double figures 
and occasionally into the low twenties (the record now stands at an incredible 21.7 
degrees). The down duvet jacket rarely sees the light of day! The polar desert is now 
distinctly warm and wet, making life damp and somewhat miserable, especially when 
wading through thick mud and swollen meltwater rivers to get onto the ice in the first 
place! 

In common with our experiences here in Meppershall and the UK, weather in the High 
Arctic is getting more extreme, both in terms of temperatures and storm activity. This 
often has unintended consequences, making life working in the High Arctic ever more 
challenging. 

In 2018 we were camping on the shore 
of a fjord called Tryghamna at the foot 
of a glacier called Protektorbreen. It is 
a beautiful, tranquil location.  But a 
somewhat bizarre highlight for many of 
us was the relatively luxurious camp 
toilet facilities! These comprised a 
small tepee style tent located some 
distance from the main camp, within 
which was located a plastic seat with a 
hole in the middle. Toilet ‘procedure’ 
involved a biodegradable bag 
stretched over the hole and then it was 
a case of sitting down and….well you 
get the picture! When all is done and 
dusted, the bag is removed from the 
seat, securely tied and placed in a large 

bin bag for transport back to base at the end of the expedition. A squirt of alcohol gel 
on the hands and its job done. Completely hygienic, no smell, clean loo seat every time 
(thanks to the fresh bag you place on the seat) and a view to die for down the tranquil 
fjord to distant glaciers and away from the hustle and bustle of camp; what could 
possibly go wrong?!  

About half way through this expedition we were working high on the ice and noticed 
some very dark and sinister looking storm clouds on the distant horizon, with a very 
tangible feeling of the ‘calm before the storm’; eerily quiet and still. We were due to 
head back to camp soon anyway and so decided not to hang around in what is a 
somewhat vulnerable location in bad weather. By the time we got back to camp the 
wind had picked up.  We duly tightened the guy ropes on the tents and settled in for 
the night. What happened that night was the most extraordinary weather I have ever 
experienced in my thirty-year career.  

Loo with a view! ‘Luxurious’ field camp 
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At about 1am the wind was really battering our tents. A colleague and I helped 
students secure guy ropes and track down lost items that had blown out of tent 
vestibules and tried to secure our large mess tent as best we could. Nobody thought 
to check the toilet tent! An hour later however, all was calm and still and I naively 
thought that was the end of it. And then the fun really began. A deep rumbling sound 
was coming from the direction of the glacier, getting louder and louder and then 
‘WHAM’! The strongest wind gust I have ever experienced had the tent collapsing in 
on me, guy ropes tearing out, the sound of snapping poles from the student tent next 
door and pots and pans making a cacophony of noise as they rolled away from the 
wildly flapping mess tent. It was all I could do to support my tent from the inside to 
prevent the poles from snapping as the ceiling pressed down on me and just as I was 
wondering what on earth was happening, it all stopped. Silence, no wind, no 
movement of the tent, no sound or movement at all. I crawled out of the tent to check 
on students who are understandably a bit shaken and do our best to secure tents and 
broken tent poles, tighten guy ropes again and recover lost items.  

And then without warning, it happens again. BOOM!! Insane wind rolling down off the 
ice, knocks me off my feet, flattens tents and off we go again! By now my colleagues 
are also out of their tents helping to secure the camp and then out of the corner of my 
eye I see a green object hurtling towards me across the moraines.  Initially wondering 
what it was, I realised… you guessed it… the toilet tent was on the loose! This was bad 
enough, but knowing what was housed within that tent in the bin liner, an ecological 
catastrophe of sorts was on the cards! I managed to sprint and catch up with the tent, 
but just as I reached it, the bin bag made its break for freedom, starting to spill its 
constituent bags! The only option that I could think of in the heat of the moment was 
to launch myself into the air, jump on it and hope for the best; I will leave the rest of 
that part of the story to your imagination (yes I did have a change of clothes!), but this 
extraordinary night of sudden hurricane force winds, followed by complete stillness 
and silence continued for a nerve-wracking and exhausting 48 hours. 

It became a genuine survival effort as we 
huddled into an ever-decreasing number of 
viable tents. Our weather station on the edge 
of the glacier recorded 125mph before it too 
succumbed to the winds, and to give you an 
idea of how strong those winds were, the boat 
in the picture (right) needed six people to haul 
it up unto the beach each day and was 
anchored with a deeply buried beach anchor. 
The entire boat, including outboard motor, 
anchor and chain was blown straight into the 
air, flipped upside down and blown several 
hundred metres out to sea.  

We recovered the boat two days later a few 
kilometres away, trapped on rocks. I have never witnessed anything like this, but as a 
result of increasing storm activity as the Arctic warms and with the greater likelihood 
of encountering hungry and aggressive bears as sea ice shrinks, wild camping in 
Svalbard is now actively discouraged. The increasingly wild weather events we are 

The soon-to-be-flying boat! 
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experiencing in the Arctic are largely attributable to rapidly shrinking ice cover, both 
sea ice and land-based ice, with consequent exposure of dark surfaces that absorb the 
suns energy and warm, further accelerating melt. This has impacts on northern 
hemisphere weather patterns and, as I mentioned in my last piece, what goes on in 
the Arctic doesn't stay in the Arctic; what is happening in the Arctic is in no small part 
responsible for some of the extreme weather events we are increasingly witnessing 
here in the UK.  

 
During and after the worst storm I have ever experienced. The smaller the tent, the 
more stable in high wind, but even a small tent will stand no chance unless of very high 
quality. 

So that covers rising temperatures, toilets and tempest! In the next piece I will describe 
what happens when we finally come face to face with polar bears and other Arctic 
wildlife in field camps, before regaling some of the trials and tribulations of Himalayan 
expeditions later in the new-year. 

Phil moved to Meppershall three years ago and many will have seen his passionate and 
well-informed comments on the Facebook village noticeboard on ecological and 
environmental topics. He is Reader in Geoscience and Geoscience Education, Associate 
Dean Education and Acting Associate Dean International, in the School of Life and 
Medical Sciences, University of Hertfordshire.  
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Your local garage for all your vehicle needs.  Fast, friendly reliable 
And efficient service that does not cost the earth 

All parts and labour fully guaranteed 



Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements 

 

 

 Local Friendly, Fully 
   Reliable Professional Service 

 No Call Out Charge 

 Free Estimates 

 All  Work Fully 

 Explained & Guaranteed 

 

    ACE  PEST  LTD 
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LUCAS, HUNTLEY & CO 

Established 1978 
 

Quality PVC-U windows, doors & conservatories 
Window and door repair specialists 

PVC-U fascias, soffits, guttering etc. 
We are a Fensa registered, local, family run business.  

 
 

Contact: Paul Lucas on: 01462 811581 
Mobile: 07778 312504 

 
51A High Street, Meppershall, Beds SG17 5LX 

 

pclucashuntley@gmail.com 

 

NEIL BRADSHAW 
LOCAL BUILDER 
SPECIALIST BRICKLAYER 

 

 ALL KINDS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 
        EXTENSIONS,  ALTERATIONS, GARDEN WALLS,  
           GROUNDWORK, PATIOS, FIREPLACES  

 

Shawford House 
118a, Shefford Road 
Meppershall 
Beds. SG17 5LL 

t - 01462 815016  or  07774 878244 
E - nbradshawbuilders@hotmail.co.uk 
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Financial Matters   By Paul Savuto 
Challenging waters ahead 

Even experienced investors are likely to find the current investment environment a 
challenge, particularly when one considers the array of uncertainties in the post-
COVID economy which are so fundamentally different to those faced during the last 
two years. Opportunities, however, are still available to investors who can steer a safe 
course through choppy waters. 

Uncertainty abounds  
One look at the latest economic forecasts released by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) gives a strong hint of the challenges that lie ahead. The international soothsayer 
described the current outlook as ‘gloomy and more uncertain’ as it reduced its global 
growth forecast to 3.2% this year and 2.9% in 2023, downgrades of 0.4 and 0.7 
percentage points from April’s predictions.  

Risks skewed downwards  
The IMF noted several shocks that have hit a world economy already weakened by the 
pandemic. These include higher-than-expected inflation worldwide which is triggering 
tighter financial conditions; a worse-than-anticipated slowdown in China, and further 
fallout from the war in Ukraine. It also stressed that risks are ‘overwhelmingly tilted to 
the downside.’  

But opportunities remain 
This economic sea-change clearly presents a serious challenge to investors. However, 
while managing portfolios in a high-inflation environment may require some change 
in course, there are still opportunities out there.  

Help at hand 
We’re always here to help. So, if you want to take stock of your investments, get in 
touch and we’ll be happy to help steer you through any troubled waters. 

The growing need for intergenerational planning 

With the next 30 years set to witness the largest ever intergenerational passing of 
wealth, the need for inheritance advice has never been greater. Intergenerational 
planning, however, can also help with more immediate financial needs, particularly 
when generations work collaboratively to find solutions that support the whole family 
both now and in the future.  

Inflation concerns  
Currently, financial pressures are proving a key challenge across all generations, 
especially the impact of soaring energy bills as we move towards the winter period. 
The cost-of-living squeeze, though, is not only impacting people’s current spending 
power but also their future decision-making capabilities with regard to key issues such 
as housing, private education or university.  

Balancing current and future needs 
This has resulted in families increasingly adopting integrated strategies, especially in 
relation to gifting, in order to address imminent financial challenges. While reducing 
future Inheritance Tax liabilities inevitably remains at the heart of intergenerational 
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planning decisions, the growing necessity to balance today’s and tomorrow’s needs is 
resulting in the focus shifting to support for children and grandchildren now.  

Involving the generations 
Intergenerational planning tends to be most effective when the process is not just 
focused on those who currently hold wealth. While funding a comfortable retirement 
and quality of care for the ‘caretaker’ generations remain fundamental elements of 
intergenerational planning, delivery of support for the coming generations and 
ensuring wealth passes efficiently to the right individuals at the right time have 
become increasingly important dimensions. 

More families share an adviser  
Greater involvement across multiple generations has also seen sharing a financial 
adviser become increasingly commonplace. This trend offers significant benefits, 
particularly when it comes to joining up a whole family’s needs with inheritance and 
gifting strategies, while treating all family members fairly. 

Encouraging conversations  
If your family needs help with any aspect of intergenerational planning, then please 
get in touch. We’ll be happy to assist by encouraging more open financial 
conversations across the generations. 

Pensions round-up 
Recently released research suggests UK consumers are becoming more 
knowledgeable about pensions and prepared to take a greater role in preparing for 
retirement. Other research, however, shows significant sums are still sat in ‘lost’ 
pensions, while experts have warned about potential pension-related problems as the 
cost-of-living crisis bites. 

Pensions knowledge improving 
A survey conducted by Link Group suggests bodies within the pensions industry have 
had some success in building better public knowledge of pensions and the importance 
of retirement planning. The research found that almost four out of five consumers 
‘understand’ pensions, with 18- to 34-year-olds more likely to display higher levels of 
knowledge than consumers in other age groups. In addition, nearly six out of ten 
respondents said they should take more responsibility for ensuring they have a good 
retirement income.  

Time to trace lost pensions?  
Estimates suggest there is currently over £19bn sat in lost pension pots across the UK. 
These are typically the result of people changing jobs and then not keeping track of 
contributions made with previous employers. The good news, however, is that the 
government runs a free pension tracing service (www.gov.uk/find-pension-contact-
details) to help employees track down their lost pensions. So, if you’ve worked for a 
number of different employers down the years it might be worth checking to see if 
you can be reunited with a long-lost pension.  

Pensions warnings  
Experts are warning the over-55s not to be tempted to raid their pension pots in 
response to the cost-of-living squeeze. There are fears that if people withdraw lump 
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sums or start taking an income sooner than planned this will result in them having less 
income in the future. People are also being warned not to reduce their workplace 
pension contributions as a knee-jerk response to the cost-of-living crisis. 

GET IN TOUCH 

DGS IFA Ltd are Independent and Chartered Financial Advisers. We also hold the Gold 
Standard for Pension Transfers. I am a Chartered Financial Planner with over 29 years 
financial services experience, so you are in safe hands.  For a free review of your 
financial situation and to discuss your plans and goals, please contact me, Paul Savuto, 
AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499 
595 or email ps@dgsifa.com, I’ll be happy to talk to you and answer any questions you 
have. FCA 225814. 

******************************************************************** 

Trugs and Trowels Gardening Club (Campton) 

I am thinking we could be heading for the warmest November on record. Time to 
tackle all those jobs in the garden: 

• Plant up colourful winter tubs and use the old compost to top dress borders 
• Prune and tie roses and currant bushes to prevent windrock 
• Clear fallen leaves from lawns/ponds and bag to create compost 
• Plant tulips, bare root trees, onion sets and garlic 
• Divide perennials and protect tender plants from frost 
• Scrub all greenhouse staging and bubble wrap interior for winter 
• Tidy up strawberry beds removing and cutting back old foliage 

We must not forget our wildlife and continue the hygiene involved due to the spread 
of avian flu. 

On those wintery days, pop the kettle on and thumb through those catalogues 
creating the master plan for next year! 

It would be lovely for you to join us on the last gardening club of 2022, 5th Dec for 
our festive Christmas social (Campton Village Hall). Please can I wish all our lovely 
members a wonderful restful Christmas. 

The first gardening club of 2023 will be Monday 9th January (again at Campton 
Village Hall). I look forward to seeing you. 

Maryika.  01462 851729������� 
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The Garden In November 
By Donna Cameron, Donna's Garden Designs, 07833 670934 

December is such a busy month so wrapping up and spending some time in the 
garden is always welcome! 

Getting away from the hustle and bustle of shopping and cooking and taking a 
breather! 

Take some secateurs with you and collect some greenery and some berries. With 
them you could make… 

An Informal Door Hanging 

Bunch the collected pieces together with some string and then some festive ribbon. 
Simple, but effective. Creating a warm welcome for any visitor!  Or… 

Make a traditional wreath 

These were first introduced in Germany in the 16th century when Christmas trees 
were brought indoors at Christmas. The off-cuts were then used to make wreaths for 
doors.  The circle is symbolic – representing the ‘everlasting’ since circles have no 
end – and the Evergreens also signify everlasting life and strength.  

Use copper wire to fasten the sprigs together to create your circular shape then wind 
in more greenery and decorations, building it up as much as you want and hang with 
a ribbon. 

Deck the Halls!  

Adorn mantelpieces and window sills with some greenery, with Christmas 
decorations dotted in between and some simple battery-powered lights. 

Or you could go for a Woodland theme with reindeer and pine cones or perhaps 
some brightly coloured baubles. 

Poinsettia 

Widely available at Christmas due to their festive colours of red and green. Many 
people make it part of their Christmas tradition to get one to enjoy in holidays.  
Originally the plants come from Mexico and Central America, so water them 
sparingly and mist them regularly. 

Christmas Trees  

If buying a real one make sure it has a root ball attached so you can re-plant it after 
Christmas - or buy one from somewhere that grows them sustainably.  

Good Greenery to Use 

Fir     Old man's Beard    Holly    Seed heads 

Dried Hydrangea flowers  Ivy     Rosemary 

Eucalyptus   Fir cones    Rosehips 
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 Jobs in the Garden in December: 

Insulate taps 

Prune Apple and Pear trees 

Check any vulnerable plants are protected 

Prune Acers, Vines and Birches  

Harvest Leeks, cabbages and of course 
parsnips and sprouts!  

Make a Christmas wreath 

Buy a Poinsettia 

Feed the birds and ensure they 
have water 

Await the spring bulbs and start 
keeping your eyes peeled for 
Hellebores and Snowdrops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************************* 

Birthdays 
Congratulations on two special birthdays in December: 
Joyce S will be 94  

Jean H will be 83 
And more warm birthday greetings in January to: 
Barbara C - 87 

Brenda W - 92 
Phyllis C   - 96 

Wishing you all a great year ahead and hoping you had a wonderful and special day. 

 

*********************************************************************  
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Shefford Osteopathic Clinic: 7 Ways To Love Your Body 
The recent news that operations are now facing a two-year waiting list, means that 
now, more than ever, we need to start looking at prevention. Here are our top tips 
for taking care of you: 
 
1. Love friends and family 

Our social network boosts our mental and physical well-being. 
Research suggests people with strong ties to friends and family live 
longer than those who don’t. 
 

2. Love nature 
Fresh air and being outside have been shown to boost your mood. 
Outdoor activities also offer physical benefits. 
 

3. Love movement 
Move every day. The NHS advises 150 minutes of moderate 
activity each week. This works out to about 20 minutes per day. 
 

4. Love rest 
Physical and mental. The benefits of meditation, prayer and 
thoughtfulness have been well researched. 
 

5. Love food 
It’s important to think about your food. Eat a balanced diet, 
getting your ‘5-a-day’ of fruits or vegetables, remembering your 
needs fibre too. Limit your intake of salt and sugar. 
 

6. Love sleep 
Get enough sleep, about 8 hours. 
 

7. Love YOURSELF! 
Sometimes we are so busy taking care of others that we forget 
to take care of ourselves. Self-care matters. It’s important carve 
out some time to practice self-care – some time for YOU! 
 
At Shefford Osteopathic Clinic, we aim to alleviate pain and 
optimise your mobility. As well as helping you to feel fitter and 
enjoy life more, our team can also offer lifestyle advice to 
support your self-care goals.  



Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements 
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The Meppershall Players @ STMA 
December 2022 

Goodness! I can’t believe we’ve reached the December issue already. This 
means our first performances will be this Saturday 3rd December with an afternoon 
(3pm) and evening (7.30pm) performance. And our last two performances on 
Saturday 10th December. Tickets for all our performances are still available. Tickets 
can be purchased online from www.ticketsource.co.uk/themeppershallplayers on 
line ticket sales will cease 24 hrs before each performance starts. For non-internet 
sales and enquires call 01462 816336 tickets can be purchased on the door (cash 
sales only). 

Will Aladdin find his fortune and marry the Princess? Will widow Twankey stay 
thirty-two forever? Will the Genie escape his Lamp? And has the Royal Chicken fled 
the country or is he still hiding out in Peking? Will Wishee Washee make new 
friends? Or will the Evil Magician Abanazer evade the police, spoil the day and grab 
everything for himself. Come and find out the answer to these questions and a lot 
more in this fun for the whole family show.  Aladdin Performing on Saturday 3rd & 
10th December, Matinees - 3pm. Tickets £10 & £5 Concessions (17yrs & under & 
60yrs & over) Evenings - 7.30pm. Tickets £10 & £5 Concessions.  

The Players will be having their winter break shortly after the Pantomime; our 
last meeting this year will be on Monday 12th December.  We will then have a three 
week break meeting back on Monday 9th January at 7.30pm. If you’re over 18yrs and 
would like to be part of our 2023 season, contact Karen on the number below or 
come to one of our meetings in January at the STMA 10, Hitchin Road, Shefford.  

The Players would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has 
supported us this past year and to wish The Messenger team and all who reside in 
the ever-growing village of Meppershall a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************** 

Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) 
Insta-gram, Twitter. 

The Players meet every Monday evening at 7.30pm at the STMA, 10, Hitchin 
Road, Shefford SG17 5JA. Membership is free and we welcome people who have an 
interest in amateur theatricalities, whether it be on stage or off, indulging in all areas 
of theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song 
& dance, etc.  

Interested?  We look forward to meeting you.               

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/themeppershallplayers
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The Players At STMA Present Aladdin – The Pantomime 
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Henlow Amateur Theatrical Society – HATS  
 

  

07941 987757 
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HATS Drama Group:  Pantomime, Pantomime! 
HATS present their annual family panto, “The New Adventures of Robinson Crusoe.” 

At Meppershall Village Hall on: 

Friday 27 January, Saturday 28 January, Friday 3 February, Saturday 4 February 
At 7.30pm 
 
Matinees on Saturday 28 January, Sun 29 January, Sat 4 February 
At 2.30pm. 
 
Tickets £8 (child), £13 (Adult), £36 (Family of 4) 

From www.ticketsource.co.uk/hats-drama 

Or phone 0333 666 3366 [booking fees apply] 

More on Facebook: @HATSDramaMeppershall 

Synopsis: 

Sir Percival Pennypinch is sailing the Jellied Eel to foreign parts with all his treasure to 
find a hiding place safe from the taxman. For his crew, he enlists Robinson Crusoe, his 
sweetheart Polly Perkins, his mother Mrs Crusoe, and two layabouts, Hale and Hearty. 
Needless to say they get shipwrecked, due to the intervention of the wicked spirit of 
the sea, Davy Jones, and they land on the island of Migrainia, ruled by Queen 
Paracetamol and her lovely daughter, Princess Codine. Davy Jones is after Sir Percy’s 
treasure but The Coral Fairy is there to assist Robinson in thwarting him. It’s quite an 
adventure but all ends happily. There’s lots of fun on the way so why not come along 
and join in. 

******************************************************************** 

Volunteer Drivers Needed For The Wanderbus 
COULD YOU SPARE TIME TO HELP US MAINTAIN OUR COMMUNITY BUS SERVICES?  
OUR OPERATION IS RUN TOTALLY BY VOLUNTEERS AND WE NEED MORE DRIVERS. 
We provide fixed morning weekday routes to the residents of the towns and villages 
around Shefford & Stotfold with destinations including Bedford, Biggleswade, 
Cambridge, Hitchin, Milton Keynes, St Albans, St Neots & Welwyn Garden City.  We 
need additional volunteer drivers to take on a particular route – normally we can let 
you choose – on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis. How often you drive will be 
entirely up to you and, usually, we can fit you into our roster programme to suit your 
other commitments.  You must be under 75 with Category D1 on your driving licence 
(which is standard for those who passed their test before 1997 – others simply need 
to apply to the DVLA).  You will receive training and will never be asked to drive on 
your own until you are entirely comfortable about doing so.  Interested?  Email 
thewanderbus@gmail.com or call us on 0300-123-3023. 
  

mailto:thewanderbus@gmail.com


37 
 
 

 

 

Meppershall Wanderbus Timetable 
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Useful Contact Details In Meppershall 
 

DEFIBRILLATORS – outside School, Village Hall ad Budgens 
DOCTORS, DENTISTS, PHARMACIES 
NHS Direct   111 
Dr Baxter & Partners 
Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive, Shefford SG17 5FS 
Appointments       01462 810034 
General queries, prescriptions etc.     01462 818620 
Lower Stondon GP Practice 
109 Station Rd Lower Stondon SG16 6JJ    01462 850305  
Shefford Dental Practice, 34 High St Shefford   01462 814020 
Shefford Dental Clinic, 99 Hitchin Rd Shefford   01462 648465 
Lloyds Chemists, 7 High St Shefford    01462 813283 
Shefford Pharmacy, Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive  01462 818633  
 
Police:      Emergency 999, non-emergency 101 
 
Hospitals 
Bedford Hospital        01234 355122 
Lister Hospital, Stevenage       01438 314333 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital     01582 491166 
 
Utilities 
Gas Emergency        0800 111999 
Anglian Water        03457 145145 
Electrical (power cuts, overhead cable down etc)  0800 3163105 
 (Or 105 from a landline) 
 
Central Beds Council       0300 300 8301 
CBC councillors:  
Tony Brown  anthony.brown@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  
Mark Liddiard   mark.liddiard@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Parish Council Clerk 
Alessandre Marabese  clerk@meppershall-pc.gov.uk 

 
Member of Parliament: 
Nadine Dorries  Nadine.Dorries.MP@parliament.uk   

mailto:anthony.brown@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:mark.liddiard@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@meppershall-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Nadine.Dorries.MP@parliament.uk
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St Marys Church 
Rev. Veronica Goodman, The Rectory, Church Road  01462 339962 
See full details in the church pages of The Meppershall Messenger 
 
Library:  High St Shefford      0300 300 8067 
Tuesday – Friday 9am – 6pm, Saturday  9am – 4pm, closed Monday & Sunday 
 
Whitbread Wanderbus service 
Stephanie Kirby  thewanderbus@gmail.com  
 
Food and Supplies 
Budgens Stores, Post Office, High Street   
Rogers Bakery, High Street       01462 813398 
The Sugar Loaf, 25 High St       01462 654334 
Mobile Fish & Chips (Happy Plaice), Tuesdays 3.30 -7.00, Sugar Loaf   
 
Schools 
Meppershall Academy, High Street     01462 813293 
Meppershall Pre-School Village Hall, Tamsin Osborn  07816 357159 

meppershallps@gmail.com 
Robert Bloomfield, Shefford     01462 628800 
Samuel Whitbread, Stotfold     01462 629900 
Henlow Academy       01462 813733 
Redborne Upper       01525 404462 
 
Organisations 
Meppershall Players, Karen Mitchell     01462 816366 
Meppershall Good Neighbours (GNOMES)    07760 793921 
Meppershall Brownies, Suzanne Brightwell   07817 392325 
Shefford Guides, Angie Griffiths      07957 462519 
Shefford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers) 
Kathy Georgiou        01462 629313 
HATS Drama Group, Linda Winfield lin.winfield5@gmail.com  
Meppershall Village Hall Trustees trustees@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk 
Meppershall Village Hall Bookings  bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk 
Bookings Tel.        07485 102727 
  

mailto:thewanderbus@gmail.com
mailto:meppershallps@gmail.com
mailto:lin.winfield5@gmail.com
mailto:trustees@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
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The Team And Collation Dates 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices. 
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but handwritten 
contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the Village Stores. Contributions 
should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should be 
received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the end of that 
month.  Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will 
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 
this magazine. 
 
THE TEAM 
 
Editor 
 
Co-Editor 

James Read 
 
Vacancy 
 

Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com 

Assistant Editor Vacancy 
 

  

Advertising & 
Distribution 

Andrew Pain  
 
 

Email: andrewgpain@hotmail.com 
07875 580069 

Treasurer John Thompson Email: 
meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org 

    
 

Collating Dates 2022/23 
February 2022 
Issue January 30th May 2023 Issue April 24th  

March 2023 Issue February 27th June 2023 Issue May 29th 

April 2023 Issue March 27th July 2023 Issue June 26th 
Please contact John Thompson to confirm arrangements 

(contact information above). 

Please note that dates in the above table show when collating will take place, 
at 2.30pm in the Village Hall, for the corresponding month, displayed to the left. 
The issue being collated usually relates to the following month. However, please 
continue to look out for updates and alterations to usual plans during the 
coronavirus social distancing measures. 

mailto:andrewgpain@hotmail.com
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