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Editorial by James Read

Last month we went to great lengths to
publicise the Annual General Meetings of two
important village institutions — Meppershall
Village Hall, and this very publication! Only
through strong community participation can
these and many other things be guided and #*
shaped by what people in the village want. At =&

the time of writing, the Messenger AGM hasn’t happened... but we can tell you much
more about the Meppershall Village Hall AGM...

There was a strong turnout on 13™ June with some 50 people (estimated) coming to
the village hall AGM to represent views from across the village. Feelings were running
high. It is a credit to the Trustees that they engaged in a challenging discussion with
many passionate views and comments from members of the community. All those
who attended (Trustees and public) ensured that a robust and frank discussion took
place. There was even a new volunteer offering to become an additional Trustee.
Formal minutes will follow, here are my personal impressions.

At the heart of the challenges facing the village hall is its success in becoming self-
sufficient since the new hall opened in 2018. The principle of self-sufficiency, the
Trustees explained, had underpinned its finances right from the outset more than 10
years ago when plans to create the new building and facilities first began. Many voices
down the years warned that a new hall with bigger bills to pay could become a burden.
Those voices should now be well pleased with the way the Trustees have balanced the
books; it is certainly an achievement. But self-sufficiency comes at a price.

The commercial hiring rates required to use the hall, and the number of bookings
made by individual organisations, drive everything. Unfortunately this has led to
inevitable trade-offs between different organisations seeking to hire the facilities.
Local clubs and activities with low income and making less frequent bookings, have
found themselves competing with higher incoming organisations seeking to book the
hall for more extensive periods and/or at greater frequency. Some local organisations
have lost out. In this issue, The Meppershall Players announce their new name to
reflect their new venue — they were an early casualty. Other groups, more recently
affected, were some of the loudest and most upset voices at the village hall AGM.

What can be done? Comments at the AGM showed significant public interest in some
community funding for the hall, maybe via the Parish Council precept in our council
tax. Maybe more fundraising is needed - charitable income to meet some of the costs.
Of course private bookings at commercial rates must continue for a significant portion
of the hall’s timetable. But with a more diverse base of income, the village hall
Trustees could adopt a policy of strong prioritisation of local organisations at certain
times, with more discretion over the level of income achieved from such organisations
(those who can reasonably demonstrate that they are based in, or formed from, our
local community). But was does “local” mean? It means, like the area served by our
village council and our church, the Parish of Meppershall.
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TJ PLUMBING
SHEFFORD Ltd

® 07976 310574 (=) info@tjps.co.uk

Boilers, Heating & Powerflushing...
Get in touch with Emma or Terry
on 01462 860043 for a free quote

We provide the full range of plumbing
and heating services to customers across
Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire

i, - .
www see our new website www.tjps.co.uk
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Hworcester | () BOSCH ” F Inance

TEAR Terms & Conditions Apply

Independent Financiak Advicw provided: by \"DGS

CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Who are we?

We are Chartered Financial Planners At DGS our decisions are based on what is Our aim for the future s to continue to grow
providing independent financial advice to best for our clients. We do not sell our business by offering our clients a first
both the public and business community. As products, we build solutions. By getting to class financial advice service that is tailored
a Chartered firm we have to demonstrate know you, understanding your needs and to their individual needs. Whatever your
our professional commitment to raising goals we are able to implement a plan to requirements; whether you are looking to
standards of knowledge, capability and help you achieve them. We view the obtain capital growth on your investments
ethical practice. We use this knowledge and relationship with our clients as long term, and pension funds, or a regular income to
skill to deliver the highest quality of advice, maintaining reqular contact, reviewing sustain you in retirement, the advisers at DGS
placing our client's interests at the heart of and adapting our advice as our clients are here to help you in every way they can.
what we do. Our clients always come first.  circumstances change.

For a FREE financial health check contact

 Savings & Investments ™ uisawo-vemersaiiaes #f INDeritance Tax Planning

Chartered Financial Planner

« Employee Benefits 07834 499505 + Mortgages

or e-mail ps@dasifa.com

J Retirement Planning DGS Independent Fnancial Adviers Limied, ’/ Protection

6 Parkway, Porters Wood, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 6PA

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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BUdgen S Gas Plumbing & Central Heating

Based in Henlow
Boiler Changes,
Boiler Repairs & Servicing
Power Flushing,
Unvented Cylinders,
Central Heating & Bathroom Installations,
Underfloor Heating

OPEN: Mon- Sat: 7/AM—8PM Free estimates

Sun: 8AM—8PM No job to big or small
Check out our monthly specials for

T
even better value!

n
See you soon.... 410971 07415 100

Big range, big brands, great prices
Costa Coffee now serving.

Monday - Friday 9.00 - 5,30
Saturday 9.00- 12.00

OPTICIANS

Independent Family Business established over 35years

14a Clifton Road, Shefford,
SG17 5AE

Eye Examinations. » Contact Lenses
Ocular Coherence Tomography with Retinal Photography

Free NHS Eye Examinations & Free Children Spectacles (conditions apply!

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



Letters
Dear Editor,

This letter is to inform the parishioners of Meppershall that | have stood down as
Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council and at a meeting of the Personnel Committee
on Thursday 15 June 2023, the Vice-Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council
reluctantly accepted my resignation and will step up to the position as Chair of
Meppershall Parish Council with immediate effect.

In accepting my resignation, | then offered my resignation as Secretary and
Representative Trustee on Meppershall Village Hall Management Committee
(Trustees) to its Chairman which has also been accepted with immediate effect.

It has been my pleasure and privilege to voluntarily serve on both the Parish Council
and act as a Trustee on the Village Hall Management Committee, but | feel | had no
choice but to step down at this time for personal reasons.

| wish the Parish Council and the Village Hall Management Committee (Trustees) only
the best for the future and regret any inconvenience my resignations may cause.

Yours sincerely,
John Thompson

Former Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council and Secretary & Representative
Trustee of Meppershall Village Hall Management Committee (Trustees)

From the editor: we’re so sorry to see this. John has been key to these aspects of
village life and their success. He’ll be sorely missed. More in our next issue.
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Hi everyone,
Charity Fundraising Ball , 18th August 2023

| am organising this event to raise much needed funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.
We’ve all been touched in one way or another by this uncompromising disease and |
know, from personal and family experience, what wonderful services Macmillan
provide, that can make such a huge difference to sufferers, from online and telephone
support, to assistance at hospital or at home and a wide range of other services, both
advisory and practical.

So | thought it was about time that |, in some small way, gave something back.

The event will consist of a brilliant Disco, some fantastic live music and to help boost
funds even more, a raffle, plus (thanks to the extremely generous support of local
businesses and individuals) an “Auction of Promises”. Feel free to bring your own
snacks / nibbles.

To this end, if any business or individual would care to help in any way, however small,
either by offering their services for the auction or contributing towards the raffle, that
would be very much appreciated.

If you would prefer to make a personal donation, please visit my JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/barry-gatenby-168375459293
Best regards to you all, Barry Gatenby.



https://www.justgiving.com/page/barry-gatenby-168375459293

4
Dear Editor,

Poems from Lockdown 2020-2021: Update and Display in Shefford Library

Some months ago | wrote about this poetry anthology, which | put together during the
2020 and 2021 lockdowns. The idea was to publish in book-form a collection of poems
and illustrations by local writers and artists, and to sell it to raise some funds to be
donated to two charities supporting people affected by the Covid lockdowns.
Seventeen writers and illustrators, all living in Bedfordshire or North Hertfordshire,
contributed 50 poems and 9 original illustrations. | edited and formatted all the
material myself, and then the book was produced by a printer in Westoning in
November 2021.

Since then | have been selling copies, usually at £8 each , from which £5 per book will
go to the chosen charities, which are the young people’s mental health charity, Young
Minds, and the musicians’ charity: helpomusicians.org.uk/coronavirushardshipfund.

| am pleased to say that | have now sold 181 copies which raises £970 for the charities.

| am also very pleased that Shefford Library are going to display the book in the Local
Studies section, from 1 July for approximately 2 weeks.

| have a few remaining copies of the anthology still for sale, and would be delighted if
a few people in the village would like to buy them.

If you are interested, please visit the display in Shefford Library, and you can contact
me via the Library.

Very many thanks, Susan Chappell
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GOOD NEWS!
The Butterfly Café

Your new village café is opening in the village hall on 1st August at 9am till 3pm.

We will be opening every
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday when we can.
So please pop in to say hello and take a look at the menu
(a village café at village prices).
I’'m sure you will be happy with what you see.
Hope to see you all on the 1st August.
Thank you, Louise.
XX

If you are in a weekly/monthly group and wish to meet up in the Village Hall,
please don’t hesitate to get in contact with us on 07389 136510.

We will be happy to help you.
<y @



http://helpmusicians.org.uk/coronavirushardshipfund

Raising funds for MacMillan Cancer Support

““Meppershall Village Hall
WQIHH..E'_F_"' ee Way, Meppershall, Shefford SGI7 505
= r'.y;;:' €15 Entry

TleEt.‘s axe’ ﬁ\’ﬁliﬁl)l@ n ﬁd\’ﬁﬂﬁﬂ f‘iﬂ“l tl“lE Sﬂﬂl{i[ ClHIJ 01 IJ'I:j

email: bazjan22@hotmail.com

Dance the night away I?mmﬁl Dxess (Black Tie Optional)




KENNELS & CATTERY
GIVE YOUR PETS A HOLIDAY TOO

www.waysidekennelsandcattery.co.uk
CHAPEL ROAD, MEPPERSHALL, BEDS, SG17 5NQ

01462 813261

ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS FULLY LICENCED AND INSURED

MODERN LUXURY HEATED KENNELS AND CAT CABINS WITH INDIVIDUAL COVERED RUNS e B
DOGS GET REGULAR INDIVIDUAL USE OF OUR EXERCISE FIELDS

FULLY VACCINATED DOGS AND CATS
ONLY, INCLUDING THE KENNEL
COUGH VACCINE FOR DOGS

FULL GROOMING SERVICE AVAILABLE
FOR BOARDERS

VIEWINGS WELCOME BY
APPOINTMENT PLEASE

DAY BOARDING AVAILABLE

ROGERS BAKERY
1983 — 2023
40 Years Quality and Service

High St. Meppershall SG17 5LZ

Fresh Bread Daily
Celebration Cakes Our Speciality
Filled Rolls and Sandwiches
01462 813398

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




HENLOW VETS

22 Bedford Road
Lower Stondon, Beds.
SG16 6EA

Contact: 01462 416416
henlowvets@henlowvets.co.uk

BUSINESS HOURS

Mon - Fri : 8.30 a.m. - 6.30 p.m.
Saturday : 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon (Sunday closed)

NEW - EMERGENCY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE
(REGISTERED CLIENTS ONLY) CALL 07464 350428

ololalelol 5

PM-gpm

g THEARMANKITCHEN

1ankitchen.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



MIND, BODY, SPIRIT &
CRAFT FAIR

Meppershall Village Hall, Walnut Tree Way,
Meppershall, Shefford, SG17 5AB

SUNDAY 9TH JULY
12-4PM

OVER 20 STALLS

CRYSTALS, TAROT, PSYCHIC MEDIUMS, SKINCARE, CANDLES,
THERAPISTS, CLOTHES, ART, BOOKS, JEWELLERY,
HANDMADE CRAFTS, REIKI, REFLEXOLOGY, METAPHYSICAL
PRODUCTS, GIFTS & MORE

FREE ENTRY

Instagram: @the.crystal.sanctuary
Facebook: The Crystal Sanctuary @
Facebook Group: The Crystal Sanctuary Events Herts, Beds & Cambs .

g T oy
B o
i ALPe

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Always n safe hands
Legal advice for today

Pellys Solicitors - Your first choice legal partner

We are delighted to announce the opening of our Shefford office. We provide
comprehensive legal advice for you; specialising in residential property, family
law, employment law, wills and estate planning, and personal injury claims. Our
experts will guide you through what can be stressful and difficult situations. We
will treat you as an individual and strive for a solution for your specific needs.

At Pellys, we are known for our straight-talking, jargon-free approach. We aim
to give you a clear understanding of your legal situation and the steps we are
taking on your behalf.

Initial enquiries to our Shefford office:
T: 01462 814824 « 32 High Street, Shefford, Beds SG17 5DG
E: info@pellys.co.uk W: pellys.co.uk

Other offices « Saffron Walden « Royston « Biggleswade « Mayfair

Pellys Solicitors Ltd is a multidisciplinary law firm based in Essex, Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire, and London working for individuals and businesses.

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Meppershall Summer Fair
Saturday 1st July 12pm - 5 pm

BBMF Spitfire Centenary Field
rvpesta 121 Walnut Tree Way

Arrive early to

see and hear this SG1 7 5AB
spectacular **F REE ENTRY**

plane!

Entertainer

. . G A\
Animal Petting ONTact Alli on 07889 06607

Lifestyle Marquee| | Outside Stalls Food & Drink
Crafts Independent Traders ¥‘ 9
Unique wares and village groups. M !
Quality accessories
Gift Y H Lucky Programme
CI St t Ki 07952 Qe Win £50!
ontact Kim on
557203 - - || €
Live Music
Scrufts
yrry RGNS Y ® )
£2 each category, () 4
Enter on day between 12 noon—2.30
Judging in the arena at 3.30—4.30 n \

iy Grand Raffle
e
S will be drawn 4:30-5pm

Registered Charity no. 300052 HMeppershall Events Team

Classic Cars




Meppershall Summer Fair — 1°* July 2023, 12pm — 5pm

We are absolutely delighted that this year sees the return of the Meppershall
Summer Fair on Centenary Field behind the Village Hall. Back after a 6-year brealk, it
is going to be a fabulous day out for the entire village, young and old.

The event is free and there will be entertainment throughout the afternoon.
So what do we have in store for you?

The Family Entertainer — will be performing over the course of the afternoon. Music,
magic, laughter and more; his brand of high energy fun is sure to put a massive smile
on your face

Balloon Modelling - who doesn’t love a balloon? Hats, swords, bendy animals and
more

Bubbleology — and if you love balloons, then you are going to adore enormous
bubbles!

Cuddle Corner — rabbits, guinea pigs and chickens all waiting for some gentle stroking
and cuddling...

Clements & Hillier — playing sets over the course of the afternoon expect to hear blues,
rock, R&B and rock’n’roll from the ‘50’s to the 80’s including songs from Dire Straits,
Chuck Berry, Elvis, Lynyrd Skynyrd, The Beatles and many other popular bands

Bake Off — our longstanding and always popular village Bake Off is back! Get your
apron on and show Meppershall what you can do! Come on — bake the world a butter
place! More details in this edition of the Messenger

Lifestyle Marquee — a selection of hand-picked stalls selling high quality arts, crafts
and other products you will find hard to resist

Stalls — a large and varied selection of stalls for you to browse and purchase from

Food — ice cream, pizza, burgers and more. Grab a bite to eat and relax on the field
with a glass or jug of....

Pimms and more — grab yourself a glass (or jug!) of Pimms and enjoy the sunshine

Raffle — no Summer Fair would be complete without a chance to win something. We
have some fantastic prizes lined up and we’d love to see you take them home

Classic Cars — we are so excited that we will be able to host a raft of classic cars from
the village and beyond. A big thank you to Jean Holden for organising

Lucky Programme — Purchase a programme with a lucky number and a chance to win
£50!

Scrufts — one of our most popular events of the day and a chance to show off your
four-legged friend. We are delighted that this event will be run by Carly from Pets
Pawtential who is a full member of the APDT. Carly loves to talk about dogs so pop by
the Scrufts stand, between 2.30 & 3.30, for an informal chat about anything dog
training and behaviour related. Please see entry form below for more details

We all can’t wait to see you on 1°t July, so come early to

enjoy the food and soak up the atmosphere
The Meppershall Events Team



Meppershall Summer Fair - Sat 1st July 2023

Behind Village Hall, Walnut Tree Way

Handlers Name

Dogs Name Breed

Waggiest tail D 20 Spaces
Best/Cutest trick D 20 Spaces
Best treat catcher (own treats required) D 20 Spaces
Dog judge would most like to take home D 40 Spaces

Each event costs £2 per dog and spaces are on a first come first serve
basis. Forms and payment (Cash only) should be delivered to the
Scrufts stand between 12:00 - 14:30 where extra forms can be found.
Please let us know if your dog can’t eat cocktail sausages.

Please keep all dogs on leads and under control

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
) 1
Please tick the events you want to enter - £2 |
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Carly Lucas - Pets Potential - info@petspawtential.com - 07944705789 :
|

|



Meppershall Social Club
MSC hopes this finds you all well.

Well we've certainly had some balmy weather, and it’s been wonderful to see so many
people enjoying refreshments on our patio, with the children playing on the Centenary
Field facilities.

May we thank all those that supported Fishing for Robots & Miss Tish Ewe, a great
weekend of entertainment.

What'’s on for July?
Saturday 1°: MSC is open from 12 noon to coincide with the start of Summer Fair.
Friday 7'": A & B’s 80s & 90s Disco from 8.30pm. A fab night of dancing, FREE ENTRY.

Saturday 8": Uche Eeke with DJ Gordon Gee. Tickets £15 available from Helen,
telephone 07989 914941.

Sunday 9'™": Quiz Night at 7pm, max teams of 6, £1 per person.

Friday 14t™: Our fabulous Silent Disco is back, due to popular demand. Doors open at
7.30pm, 100 headsets available. We sold out last time so be quick. £5 members; £8
non-members. Tickets available from the bar during usual opening hours.

Friday 21%': Schools out family disco, 7.30 till late. All welcome, FREE ENTRY.
Friday 28™: Stu & Scott’s Karaoke, 8.30-late. Sing your heart out! FREE ENTRY.
Don’t forget our Bingo every Friday, eyes down 7pm (18 & over only).

All events open to both members and non members. Keep up to date with all of MSC’s
events via our Facebook page or on Meppershall Notice Board FB page.

Thank you for your continued custom & support. MSC
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Meppershall Pre-School

July is always a fully fun-packed month for the children at Meppershall pre-school. We
are preparing our older children for their moves up to school in September, celebrating
everyone’s achievements made this academic year and looking forward to the six
week summer holiday to enjoy family time at home.

The children moving up to school in September have been working hard on their
leavers’ show, which is always a highlight for staff and parents to see. Unfortunately
this year, it is only available for the friends and family of those children taking part.

We know some parents may be thinking forward to the summer holidays and
contemplating how to entertain their children during this time. ‘50 things to do’ app is
available for free and gives 50 free or low cost ideas of how to engage your children
throughout the summer. There is some really helpful information and a fantastic guide
in case you find yourself stuck for something to do:

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/50-things-to-do/id1386729093.

Finally, if you are looking for a pre-school place for next year, please get in contact
with Ella, our pre-school manager. We encourage visits and all information of our
admissions policy is on our website. Any parents who may be interested in being part
of pre-school committee, please let any staff member know and we’ll be able to give
you more information. Our AGM is held annually in October.



https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/50-things-to-do/id1386729093
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Support For Local Families: Household Support Fund

Central Bedfordshire Council has been allocated £2.9 million of Government funding
to support households in Central Bedfordshire with food, energy and water bills, and
other wider essentials over the next year. The Household Support Fund is funded by
the Department for Work and Pensions, and this is the fourth round of funding that
the Council has received. It will run until March 2024.

Some of the funding has already been distributed to households. Supermarket
vouchers have been provided to every child eligible for free school meals, with a £35
voucher over Easter, and a £17.50 voucher in May half-term. In total 15,104
supermarket vouchers (worth £396,533) were distributed. Support continues in the
summer holidays, October half term, Christmas holidays and February 2024 half term.

As well as children entitled to free school meals, those eligible for support include:

e Children eligible for 2-year-old funding/Early Years Pupil Premium

e Care leavers (young adults aged between 18 and 25 years old that have
previously spent time in care before they were 18 years old)

e Claimants of Housing Benefit and/or Council Tax Support including pensioners,
disabled people and households with children

e Households with an annual income of less than £30,000 living in a permanent,
residential park home or on a council-managed caravan site

Anyone who is eligible for support will be contacted by the Council, but the full list of
who is eligible for support and how to apply for a grant is available on the Council’s
website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/HSG

The Department for Education fund the programme and, linked to this, the Council’s
Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme will run through the summer with free,
fun activities for children who receive benefits-based free school meals (reception
through to year 11). All children attending get healthy snacks and lunch. Sessions are
inclusive so are suitable for children with special education needs and disabilities.

Funding has also been provided to Disability Resource Centre, Advice Central, Citizens
Advice (Dunstable, Mid-Bedfordshire, Leighton-Linslade), Bedfordshire Rural
Communities Charity — Good Neighbour Scheme, Age UK, The NEED Project, PREEN
Foodbank, Dunstable Foodbank, Carers in Bedfordshire and several lunch clubs.
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Meppershall Parish Council — Approved Minutes

A Statutory Meeting of Meppershall Parish Council (MPC) took place on Monday 15t
May 2023.

Election of Chairman - Resolved to elect Councillor Thompson as Chairman for the
year 2023-2024.

Election of Vice-Chairman - Resolved to elect Councillor Parsons as Vice-Chairman for
the year 2023-2024.

Chairman’s announcements
e Attended the CPRE AGM on 26™ April and will circulate the presentation given
to councillors. CPRE is an organisation that supports MPC with advice and
knowledge especially on matters concerning planning and the environment.
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The crime statistics for Meppershall in April show 10 reported incidents
including several attempted break ins.

Reminder given to all councillors to complete their Register of Interests on the
CBC website (link provided by the Clerk) and to ensure that the Expenses forms
are completed and sent to the CBC Electoral team.

CBC Ward Councillor elections returned 27 Independents, 20 Conservatives, 10
Liberal Democrats, 5 Labour, and 1 Green Party members. No party has an
overall majority however the Independents will be asked to form an
administration. The next CBC Full Council meeting will be on 25" May.
Congratulations were offered to Ward Councillor Blake Stephenson who has
been elected as ward councillor for the Meppershall, Shillington and
Gravenhurst Ward.

Beds PCC has reported that Beds Police numbers have increased by nearly 200.
The Clerk has advised that the 100 High Street planning appeal hearing will be
held on 27" and 28" June.

Public Session - CBC Ward Councillor Stephenson provided an update on Central
Bedfordshire Council (CBC) activities:

Thanks were offered to all for his election as Ward Councillor.

CBC Election Results — As explained by the Chairman the Independents will be
given the first opportunity to form an administration and to appoint both
portfolio holders and committee positions. Due to no party having an overall
majority the dynamics at CBC will change for both CBC officers and elected
councillors. The full council meeting on 25th May will be the key to the future
four years.

Current Focus - Former Meppershall Ward Councillors Brown and Liddiard
have not disappeared and are working with Councillor Stephenson in the
background. A list of ‘issues’ to deal with has been provided to Councillor
Stephenson to deal with and this includes the Vehicle Activated Sign
installation on Shefford Road. It is also hoped that there can be a greater
working relationship between the villages in the Ward (Meppershall,
Shillington and Gravenhurst).

Tidy Tips — A programme of maintenance at CBC owned Tidy Tips is planned
over the summer with each Tidy Tip closed at different times.

Community Asset Grants — Bidding to start soon.

Questions / comments from the public:

There are giant hogweed infestations visible on roadsides, what is CBC’s policy
regarding removal? ClIr Stephenson to investigate and advise the Clerk.

Why was MPC not consulted on the permanent location of Meppershall
Academy Year 5 and Year 6 children on the Henlow Academy site in Henlow?
ClIr Stephenson to investigate and advise the Clerk.

Co-option - The Clerk advised that there were currently two vacant councillors’ seats,
and that two expressions of interests in co-option forms had been received and
circulated to councillors with meeting papers. The two individuals interested in co-
option, Mr Philip Russell, and Mrs Roma Avrili were both present at the meeting.
Resolved to co-opt Mr Philip Russell and Mrs Roma Avrili as Councillors to
Meppershall Parish Council
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Delegation Arrangements — Councillors reviewed delegation arrangements. Updates
can be found here: https://meppershall-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/members-of-the-
council

Procedures, Consultations and Legal
a. Procedures - Resolved to re-approve:
i. MPC Code of Conduct
ii. Dispensation Guidance and Form
iii.  Co-option Policy and Form
iv.  Engagement with Developers
v.  Financial Regulations
vi.  Standing Orders
vii.  Personnel Committee Terms of Reference
viii.  Neighbourhood Plan Terms of Reference

b. Honorary Freeman of the Parish - Resolved to confer the title of Honorary
Freeman of the Parish of Meppershall to Mr Peter Chapman in recognition of
his 30 plus years’ service to the parish as councillor/chairman and core
member of several village organisations providing services to residents, and
that the Clerk order the appropriate scroll for the presentation (to take place
at the Summer Fair on 1st July 2023).

c. Invitations — Attendance at Area 5 Community Policing - Parishes Working
Together Meeting - Tuesday 20" June - 11am. Clerk to attend with Councillors
Seaman and Thompson attending the Area 5 Priorities setting meeting on 20th
June.

d. IT and Communications - A report on website usage was circulated to
councillors at the beginning of the month. Councillor Standbridge reported
that there had been 828 website views in April and that email accounts of
retiring councillors have been restricted.

e. Approval of Agreement with Davidsons Homes for future handover of Green
Open Space at Stocken House / Woodland Rest - The Chairman advised that
after months of negotiations, the Clerk and our Solicitors have finally had
communication from Davidsons Homes and their solicitors regarding the final
agreement and maps to accompany them.

Proposed Clir Merryweather/Seconded Clir Wright. Resolved to approve
agreement with Davidsons Homes for future hand over of green open space
‘The Glebe’ at Stocken House / Woodlands Rest.

f. MPC Crackle Hill Track / Driveway - To receive update on works carried out
by Anglian Water to remove non-authorised utilities from MPC land and agree
on any actions required.

Upon inspection on 17th April the Clerk found that utilities for water had not
been moved (only meters). Clerk wrote to Anglian Water and met with
representative of the Connections Team on site on 26th April who said they
would provide details of how to move the pipe line and meters to Anglian
Water for approval. Contact made with AW Connections Customer Service
team who have kept the Clerk updated on progress. Site visit to take place on
15th May with works planned for w/c 22nd May.


about:blank
about:blank

13

The Clerk has agreed to issue signage closing our Crackle Hill permissive
driveway. Councillor Thompson and Mrs Thorne will observe works whilst the
Clerk is away.

Finance

a.

b.

Purchase orders - Resolved to purchase bench oil, printer ink and freedom
scroll.

Budget v Actual - The Clerk provided reports on the previous financial year
budget v actual which were noted. No changes were made to the 2023-2024
budget.

Asset Register - The Clerk presented the current Asset Register to councillors
for review and its’ contents were noted. Resolved the Councillor Wright assist
the Clerk and Mrs Thorne to conduct a physical audit of all assets, record with
pictures and log the location with mapping software.

. Reserves - Resolved to approve Reserves for 2023/2024 as proposed by the

Clerk with Defib reserve increased to £2.5k and Locum Clerk reserve increased
by additional £3k

Internal Auditor report - The Chairman expressed thanks to the Clerk for
having received an Internal Auditor Report without issues. Resolved to receive
the Internal Auditor Report on 2022-2023 and note that no issues were
identified.

Annual Governance Statement 2022/2023 - Resolved to approve the
Governance Statement 2022/2023 as circulated for submission to the External
Auditor and that it be signed by the Clerk and Chairman of the meeting.
Accounting Statements 2022/2023 - Resolved to approve the Accounting
Statements 2022/2023 as presented to council by the Responsible Financial
Officer (&Clerk) for submission to the External Auditor and that it be signed by
the Chairman of the meeting.

Exercise of Public Rights to Inspect MPC Accounts - Councillors noted the
dates set by the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer regarding the exercise
of public rights to inspect MPC accounts as 12t June 2023 to 215t July 2023
inclusive.

Banking Mandate - Resolved that the Clerk action the following changes to the
MPC banking mandate: remove Mr Crossley and Mr Chapman, add Councillors
Avrili and Russell, provide Councillor Wright with online add and approve
rights. Carried

Document approval - Resolved to approve Bank Statements & Reconciliations
Current Account 173, Bank Statements and Reconciliations Savings Account
042 and Journals 79 and 80.

Orders for the payment of money — Resolved that the schedules of payments
as presented be approved and authorised for payment by Councillor Thompson
and or Councillor Parsons. Carried.

Planning and Housing

a.

Planning applications

i. CB/23/00761/FULL - Sandy View, Shefford Road, SG17 5LL - Erection of 3no
dwellings following demolition of 1 existing dwelling. Resolved that the
Council objects to planning application 23/00761.
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ii. CB/23/01183/VOC - Former site of New Close Nurseries, Fildyke Road -
Variation (or removal) of condition number 12 of planning permission
CB/17/02409/FULL (Demolition of existing glasshouses and redevelopment
with 10 residential dwellings and all ancillary works). Variation sought to
remove the condition to build the footpath. Resolved that the Council
objects to planning application 23/01183/VOC.

iii. CB/23/01180/VOC - Former site of Tower View Nurseries, Fildyke Road -
Variation (or removal) of condition number 5 of planning permission
CB/18/04569/FULL (Demolition of existing greenhouses and redevelopment
with 9 residential dwellings including new access and all ancillary works.)
Variation sought to remove the condition to build the footpath. Resolved
that the Council objects to planning application 23/01180/VOC.

b. Appeals

i. APP/P0240/D/23/3314857 - CB/22/02025/FULL - Standalone House —
Meppershall Airfield, SG17 5PB - Two storey side extension to form an
annexe in connection with the existing dwelling. Information only as this
appeal is proceeding under the Householder Appeals Service and there is
no opportunity for MPC to submit further comments. Councillors notes the
appeal process.

Neighbourhood Plan

a. Report - The Clerk is progressing with this.

Highways and Transport

a. OPCC and RMF grant funding and works update including dispute raised with

CBC regarding invoice received for part of the works - The Clerk advised that
CBC contractors had installed the VAS on Shefford Road on 11" May however
they had not removed the bend right sign in front of it, so the VAS is obscured
(pictures forwarded to MPC and CBC). This issue was raised with CBC by the
Clerk immediately as it was obvious that this would be an issue of ridicule
raised by our residents — Facebook posts were seen about it on Friday
evening. CBC have advised that they will resolve the issue ASAP. The Clerk
has also received a 7-day notice for payment as per the invoice previously
received from CBC. As works are not yet completed and details pending from
CBC on invoicing cost, the Clerk has advised CBC that the invoice is in dispute
pending their response. The Clerk confirmed that she has never received
guotations from CBC for the works, despite requesting them, and had never
issued a purchase order for the works. Resolved that the Clerk does not make
payment of the CBC Highways invoice as issues and that the Clerk and
Chairman seek to resolve the matter with the CBC Highways team.

. Update on road safety improvements on new developments - Councillor

Seaman is awaiting an update from Davidsons

Update of Fix My Street reports — Councillor Seaman is making between 2 to
5 submissions every on Fix My Street. It has taken more than 4 weeks to fix
signage and 3 separate reports on fix My Street to get the Shillington Road
VAS working.

Environment and Leisure

a. Update on maintenance works - The Clerk has previously issued a purchase

order for the installation of fencing at the far end of the copse on Centenary
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Field and another for the installation of the replacement gate and bollard at
Old Road Meadow, notice boards and reinstallation of the bollard on the
Crackle Hill driveway. Some works have been completed but others are
pending. Clerk to chase.

John Thompson - Chairman - Meppershall Parish Council
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In An English Country Garden by Donna Cameron
Donna's Garden Designs 07833670934

At this time of year what could be nicer than visiting an English Country Garden. There
are plenty open locally in the summer months. Many open for charity. They often
have plant stalls and tea and cake... which is an added bonus !

On a beautiful Summer’s
day, ambling around a
garden, gleaning
inspiration and
wondering at the beauty
of nature is, in my mind,
one of the most relaxing
pastimes to be had.

Investigating a new
garden is so interesting
as you do not know
what lies behind the
next hedge or around a
doorway or an old wall. |
love the history that
often accompanies
these gardens... the
mark that different
generations have put on
them.

They all have their own
quirky personalities and
the little touches show
the blood, sweat and
tears that have been
poured into the making
of these gardens... but
most importantly, the love that the English have for their gardens.

As | visited one such place at the weekend it oozed all of these characteristics.

This once-stately home was now demolished but at its heart the garden was still
remaining. It was of a bygone age. | could see the decadence of a lost era passed, but
yet timelessly still remaining. The weathered local stone potting shed was a back drop
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for the numerous alliums all putting on a vibrant display, raising their spherical violet
heads to the summer sun.

The kitchen garden, lovingly laid out, was a work of art. Now for the Café... it was
originally the place where gardeners toiled tirelessly to provide the big house with all
the fruit, veg and flowers needed to make it self-sufficient.

Wisteria was dripping from the walls with its heady perfume, filling the air.

Topiary yew shapes formed an evergreen Avenue down a stepped terrace leading to
an ornate stone bridge, where clear water calmly flowed through. On the other side
was a wrought iron bench to sit a while and ponder the amazing vista and just be
content in such a place of beauty as the sun sparkled on the rivers surface.

Then | wandered up some steps, on a very small gradient where you seemed to just
glide up them, meaning you didn't have to watch your step but could fully appreciate
your wonderful surroundings.

At the top you were met with the wider landscape to fix your gaze upon. A truly English
scene of sheep grazing in an undulating lush green field amongst mature Horse
Chestnut trees in full pink and white blossom. A rural idyll.

When you think the garden could hide no more secrets behind a neat, short hedge
was the most amazing White Garden. The palette limited to greens, silver and of
course white. Wow what an impact. It made such a statement and yet was a very
calming place to be.

This garden truly was food for the soul and made for the perfect day. It was so relaxing
and it was time spent with my parents on their wedding anniversary. Who could want
for more! Donna x

Jobs in the Garden for July

Keep dead heading Pick courgettes

Water plants Clear algae from pond

Cut back Delphiniums and Hardy
Geraniums for a second flush
Give lawn a boost with liquid fertilizer Prop up tall perennials

Divide Irises

Mulch border to retain moisture

Trugs and Trowels Gardening Club (Campton) Calendar 2023

Date Event Location

30th July Meppershall Manor visit - historic | Meppershall Manor
castle mound

14th August Competition Judging Campton Village Hall

4th September Becky Almond - How to care for Campton Village Hall
your garden

2nd October Richard Knock - Bedfordshire wild | Campton Village Hall
orchids
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SPECIALIST

CHANDLERS SHEFFORD
Sandy Lane, Chicksands,
Shefford, SG17 5QB.

Tel: 01462 810190

c” d’ Country  SALES | PARTS | SERVICE
an Ers Stores www.chandlers.co.uk

oo Unisex P'lastermg, Cornice,
: CiaL" Hairdressing r § i
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. Gel Nails
Beauty Therapy
Wedding, Prom
& Evening Hair
S Ombre/Balayage
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We offer free consuliations & free D 158 Station Road, Lower Stondon
skin/strand tesis. Callinto pick upa Facebook :
price list and discount voucherat Tel Home : 01462 817531
‘197 Station Road, Lower Stondon r@ w Mobile: 077803 383222
(Next tothe Post Office/Pharmacy) 3 VAT Free, No Job Too Small
5 Star Google reviews (firbestsalonl 990

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Meppershall Summer Fair
Saturday 1st July 12pm - 5 pm

me Centenary Field
=" Walnut Tree Way
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spectacular “FREE ENTRY™
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Animal Petting

Lifestyle Marques|
| | independont Traders

Crafts
Unique wares

Outside Stalls

amd village groups.

Cluality accessories

Gifts

Contact Kim on 0F882 |
B&T 200

Win EED!I

LIHE HLEIE-

Scrufts
hdaae > RANN Y
Enter on day between 12 noon=—2_30
Judging in the arena at 3.30—4.30

Grand Raffle m“_"': e

Registened Charily no. 300052

will be drawn 4-30-5pm
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Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



TREATMENT STUDIO

Call, email or text to book -
We have availability 7 days a week, including evenings

Browzers Studio, 42 Coneygate, Meppershall SG17 5GB
07960 780860 info@browzers.org www.browzers.org

f @browzersstudio

—

Charles Wllson Corpets L’rd

The ality et & Floorir

e M~
- Famlly business (est. 1972 - 2020 in Hltchul,ﬁo /SF eﬂoﬁ'j ‘ A
* FREE Parking 4

el

....

Find us at Unit 6E, St Francis Way. Shefford SG1 7 5Dz
(Near Morrisons, next to the car wash)

Tel: 01462 450 780 Web: charleswﬂsoncarpeis co.uk

xﬂ__ ......

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Computer Repairs

No Fix No Fee

We come to you

PC & Laptop Repairs

Laptop screen replacement
Full Tune Up Service

Data Recovery

Virus or Spyware Removal
Upgrades and systems built to order
Network Setup & Repairs
Software Errors Fixed

Not Booting or Blue Screens
PC Crashing or Freezing
Internet & Wifi Setup Service
Software Installation

For Home and Business

At Affordable Prices

Over 20 years Experience

- - - * * - - - - - - - - - - - -

Call us, we are here to help

henlowcomputers@btopenworld.com

01462-850033

The Cafe at W&H Peacock is
the*
cafe

View the salerooms for our upcoming
auctions and then relax with a coffee
and a slice of cake.

Our unique cafe in Bedford Auction Centre with free
wi-fi comfortably seats over 100 customers.
We serve cooked breakfasts, paninis and
sandwiches, light lunches and snacks plus
a range of hot and cold drinks.

Eastcotts Park, Visit
Wallis Way,

www.peacockscafe.co.uk
Bedford, MK&2 OPE for more details on our opening

hours and to view our full menu.
01234 266 366

A Ayl

Bunldmg Supplles Ltd.

Stuppliers of Timbers and all Building Materials

+ Paving & Walling  + Fencing

' Bricks + Calor Gas
 Aggregates + Plumbing
by TEENTmbE Toolsw

e T o.____ﬂ

Tel, 01462 730169
100 Norfon Road, Stoffold $G5 4PG

www.mjryall.co.uk - info@mjryall.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



VOLUNTEER WITH US!

Home Y \ \ Fuel &

Safety \ Utilities
Support \ WHAT / Support
~.WILLYOU.~

Community ﬁ' DO? Community
Events " Safety
Admin Resources Diversity
Help Support & Inclusion

Advocate

Phone 07543 301604 or email
janet.brennan@bedsfire.gov.uk
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Good Meppershall Gnomes

Neighbours cood Neishbours Offering M hall Excellent
. ood Neighbours ering Meppershall Excellen

Offering Services.

Meppe rs ha " Your local team of insured and DBS checked volunteers.

Excellent

Services

Come and say hello to us on our Stall at
The Meppershall Summer Fair -

Sat 1° July
*

Find out more about The Gnomes.

* Help us to understand what our village needs & how we might provide that.
* Try your luck in our fun games.

* Children’s Activity - Colour in our Gnome.

Fopmrey Could you be a Gnome driver?

Many of our transport requests are for lifts to and from a local Surgery or Hospital.
As a volunteer you do not need to commit to any job, any time.
You tell us when you are likely to be available —
If we have a request we will ask if you can help.
Come along to our stall and talk to our volunteers to find out more.

email us gnomes.secretary@meppershall.org

Give us a call on 07760 793921
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Meppershall Craft Club
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It’s been a while since we posted in The Messenger!
Here is an update:

Following our successful daytime Craft Club which we started over 4 years ago,
last Autumn we began an evening Craft Club which is developing well.

oo oo oo
oo oo oo

Our members cover a very wide range of crafts — some of us work on our own
crafts, or, as we often do in the daytime club, share our skills with others in
mini workshops.

All crafts and crafters are welcome - currently we do water colour painting,
jewellery making, needle felting, paper craft, black stitch crochet and knitting.

In addition to our crafting we share information on many interesting local
events & activities.

We also arrange some group outings. Recently the daytime club have had a
lovely afternoon tea around Easter time, a Coronation ‘street party’ , and are
currently looking forward to meeting up for an evening meal.

Thanks to the kind generosity of our members we are able to make many

donations to charities:

Some of our most recent donations have included Keech Hospice Care,
The Cinnamon Trust, and Alzheimer’s Society.

Thanks to the Trustees, our meetings are all held at Meppershall Village Hall.

If you would like to join us for the Daytime club it is on every Wednesday
10.30 to 12noon. Please do pop into the social area (old cafe) to meet us.

Our Evening club is held once a month on a Monday — we currently we have a
waiting list to join this group. If you are interested, please do give us a call.

Kim Tyler, Lorraine Jarvis & Diane Hughes the Organisers.

Contacts: Kim 0795 255 7203, Lorraine 07811 865 259,
Or Diane 07473 828488.
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Car Crime — Police Advice

Information From Police Community Support - Biggleswade & Sandy

We are aware of the increase of 'theft from motor vehicle' and 'theft of motor

vehicle' offences in North Central Bedfordshire. We are encouraging the public to
deter opportunistic criminals and keep their vehicles safe with the following advice:

-
Lock and secure your car

%

Take valuables with you

A
»

Keep your car keys out of sight

Park in well-lit areas

Place your car keys in a Faraday
bag/signal blocking pouch

Utilise CCTV cameras where possible

557Y

Look out for public engagement events where you can come and talk to us about
these concerns or other unrelated issues. If you see or hear anything suspicious -
Please report online, via 101, or call CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111 or 999 in the

case of an emergency.
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THE MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE QUIZ

OUR ANNUAL EVENT RETURNS IN COORDINATION
WITH MEPPERSHALL EVENTS COMMITTEE AND
MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE FAIR

Saturday 1st July 2023 | Teams on tables of 6 people

_ £6 pp — Tables £35
Meppershall Village Hall [Preme o Wiras e e

7pm bar, for 7.30 start Tel 857836

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S MEPPERSHALL CHARITY NO. 1028048
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@ HAPPY PETS AT HOME

Caring for your pets in your home since 2018
An ALTERNATIVE to boarding your Cat, Guinea Pig or Rabbit

et them stay happy and safe at home with a 45-minute visit
of one-to-one care, attention and lots of fuss.

Text message on amval photos emailed fo you
and a written account of each visit, giving you pece of mind.

DBS checked, Fully Insured and Client Testimonials

Companionship Visits for your Dog - Daytime, Evenings and Weekends
Including taking them for a walk and feeding them.

Please telephone June 07950704960, or 01582 851462
Email petvisitsatyourhome(@aol.co.uk

RDG

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

Locally based in Henlow
Well established company
GAS SAFE registered

Tel: 07850 441762
email: robgooda@aol.com

GAS @ w

safe

REGISTER

Marc Dellar
GARDEN SERVICES

Upper Stondon

* Grass Cutting

* Hedge Cutting

* Strimming

* QOvergrown Gardens Cleared

Please Call Anytime
01462 850562 or 07792 227913
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Reflexology - Well-Being Massage - Indian Head Massage -
Facials - Manicure & Pedicure - Gel Nails - Deep Tissue

massage - Pregnancy Massage - Body Scrubs

- = y
- T c

R&R Holistics & Beauty

Based in Meppershall

Please ltlcnhom‘. Donna l(n more mf;wm.lur_m

07504 088519

Lawton Property
Services Ltd

Carpentry & Building

Tel Chris: 01234 381065
Mobile: 07939 004561

For quotation call
07796 303908
01462 811945

15 years experience,

Reliable, Professional & Fully Insured
Meppershall based

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement




Philip Allen

Tree Surgeon

= Comipreiensive trees service
* Fully msured & all work camied out to BS3398
* Growmreductions and lifting
=elling
* Hedge shaping and maintenance
= 24 hour call out
= Free estimates
* All matenals completely recycled
* Seasoned hardwood logs available
Contaet Phil Allen on
Hitchin 834911 or 07909 716 631

or email on
allentrees@btinternet.com

Seasoned
Hardwood Logs

Bulk & barrow bags
available.

Meppershall based.

Free delivery within
20 miles of Hitchin

Delivery can be made to
Woodstore/shed.

Call Patrick Sinclair

Mobile: 07870396007

NEIL BRRADSHAW

LOCAL BUILDER
SPECIALIST BRICKLAYER

ALL KINDS OF BUILDINGWORKUNDERTAKEN

EXTENSIONS Al TERATIONS GARDEN WAILLS,
GROUNDWORK, PATIOS, FIREPLACES

Shawford House
118a. Shefford Road
Meppershall

Beds. SG17 5LL

t-01462 B15016 or O7774 878244
E - nbradshawbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

=
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Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement




Chiropodist

Mobile Surgery

Graeme Harley
m.s.s.ch m.b.ch.a

H.P.C. Registered

15 New Street,
Shefford

Tel. 01462 816 458
Mob. 0773 9101 396

N NEVILLE
FUNERALS

We take care of the details, so you can say
goodbye the way you want to.

NEVILLE. Because there is a difference.

SHEFFORD

24 Clifton Road SG17 5AE

t: 01462 813258

e: shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com
www.nevillefuneralservice.com

MARTIN ROE

PAINTING & DECORATING

Quality assured
All aspects

’

gy
2,

Telephone: 07973 532430

Experienced Accountant and Tax
Adviser based in Clophill,
Bedfordshire providing a full range of
accountancy and taxation services to
businesses and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on:

01525 590465

or
email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

Charteved Accouwnfont and
Chharterved Tasx Adariser

Emma Thoulass FCA CTA
emma@et-accountancy.co.uk 01525 590465

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement
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Shefford Building Supplies Ltd

All your building & D.LY requirements under one roof.
Key cutting, paint mixing, timber & sheet materials cut to
size,
ironmongery,
domestic, electrical
and much, much more.

Free local delivery

TEL: 01462 813381 FAX :01462 811754

44 High street, Shefford,
Bedfordshire SG17 55D

www.sheffordbuildingsupplies.co.uk

Engraving, Trophies & Occasions

Trophies, medals, plaques,
house signs, glass engraving,
safety signs
and giftware.

All engraving work
undertaken
Fast turn around
Competitive prices

www.engravingsuk.com
engravingoccasions@live co.uk

JIMTHE SWEEP

FOR ALLYOUR
CHIMNEY SWEEPING NEEDS

ALLTYPES OF FIREPLACE AND
CHIMNEY SWEPT

OPEN FIRES, LOG BURNERS,
STOVES AND INGLENOOKS

EVENING AND WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

INSURANCE CERTIFICATE
PROVIDED

WEDDINGS ATTENDED

INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS
REGISTERED SWEEP
MILL LANE, CAMPTON, BEDFORDSHIRE

TELEPHONE: 07891 306566

The
Hoppy
Plaice

FISH & CHIPS

FRESHLY COOKED FISH AND CHIPS
EVERY TUESDAY
U30PM - TPM

IN THE VILLAGE HALL CAP PARK

D
PRE-ORDER FROM UPM ON
07922 196 108
D
ALSO AVATLABLE FOP PPRIVATE HIPE
FOLLOW US ON FACEROOK
@MIDREDFOPDSHIRE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORTI

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement




Volunt .
= Adaptable

Determined Dedicated
Passionate

START YOUR CAREER IN POLICING
DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL

Join us as a special constable and make a difference to your
community. Special constables are volunteer police officers.
They provide vital support to our regular officers by carrying
out patrols, warrants, community engagements and more.

Find out more about Bedfordshire Police and read case studies from some of our
officers by visiting our website and following our social channels.

Email us at r.recruitment@beds.police.uk.

Looking for a paid role? Visit our website.

www.beds.police.uk

¥ f(©

. . MANY ROUTES IN

* ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES
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Neighbourhood Watch By Clir Anthony Seaman

With crime rates still increasing in and around Meppershall | felt the need to once
again remind you all of the value of being members of Neighbourhood Watch (NHW).

Having NHW stickers on doors or windows and having NHW road signs attached to
lamp posts all helps to deter those intent on crime. Neighbours keeping an eye on
others’ property whilst at work, on holiday or during the dark evenings is also
important — and being made aware of crimes in their area and what to look out for,
including different types of scams.

At present we have two police approved groups in Meppershall: Walnut Tree Way
(which includes Harriots Field and Banland Croft) and Emery Gardens (Emery Croft).
Can all those past members of Walnut Tree Way group please update me with their
latest email address by contacting lovemeppershall@meppershall.org.

Joining NWH is easy - visit http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/Bedfordshire - see below.

You can of course join one of the existing groups but it would be great if someone
could start their own group, for instance in Woodland Rest ( Davidsons Homes),
Shefford Road, High Street, Fildyke Road, Orchard Close or other estates in the village.
Once joined, it is very simple to start your own group and full instructions are given. It
could consist of as little as three people if you want.

How To Join — Info From Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbours by chance. Working together by choice. We make this a better place to live.

Our different membership models offer flexibility to suit you. At the heart of each
one are you, your neighbours, and your community. Once you have joined as an
Individual Member, you have the option to become a Scheme Member by either
joining a local scheme or starting one up.

Sign up at: https://members.ourwatchmember.org.uk/join

Individual Member

An Individual Member is anyone wishing to be part of the biggest voluntary crime
prevention movement in England and Wales. Once you are a registered member of
NHW you may be invited to, or request to, join a local NHS group; or choose to
volunteer for NHW. Individual Members can continue their membership even if they
move areas or change groups; and there are a range of other benefits:

BE PROTECTED BE CONNECTED
e Feel and be safer e Request to, or be invited to, join a
e Receive expert, easy-to-follow local Scheme or start a new Scheme
and national crime prevention advice |® Manage your membership options
e Beinvited to crime prevention and opt-in to police and other
webinars updates
e Be consulted on your crime and e Remain an Individual Member even if
community opinions you move home
e Receive discounts in our shop and
partner product offers



mailto:lovemeppershall@meppershall.org
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/Bedfordshire
https://members.ourwatchmember.org.uk/join
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Group (or Scheme) Member

A Scheme Member is someone who joins their local Scheme, headed by a volunteer
Coordinator. We have over 90,000 Coordinators leading Schemes across England
and Wales. Schemes can be physical Schemes covering your home, or virtual
Schemes such as a Neighbourhood Watch Facebook group. Scheme Members can
belong to one or more Schemes. All of the Individual Member benefits PLUS:

BE PROTECTED

e Look out for your neighbours

e Resolve local issues with others in
your

e Neighbourhood Watch group

e Improve your relationship with local

e police and partners

e Free Public Liability Insurance for

e registered groups

BE CONNECTED

Join in with local activities

Feel a greater sense of belonging
and

connection to a tighter-knit
community

Feel increased pride and satisfaction
with where you live

Affiliated Member

Community groups, faith groups, organisations or businesses can join as an Affiliated
Member. An Affiliated Member does not run a Neighbourhood Watch group but
instead shares the information received as an Individual Member with their group,
organisation or business, without everyone joining individually. All of the Individual

Member benefits PLUS:
BE PROTECTED

e Look out for your community

e Receive and share crime prevention
information with your group

e Free Public Liability Insurance for
registered groups when running
Neighbourhood Watch activities

BE CONNECTED

Increase your networking by
engaging in regional discussions and
activities

Feel a greater sense of belonging
and connection to a tighter-knit
community

Feel increased pride and satisfaction
with where you live or work

In conclusion it would be great if some of you would join as members or better still as
new coordinators with you own group within Meppershall. We all want this this great
village of Meppershall to be free of crime and joining NHW would be your contribution

to this aim.

Clir Anthony Seaman Meppershall Parish Council

Walnut Tree Way Coordinator



We alise in all types of garden work B i
Hpcedilae ypes of g S Funerals, Celebrations of Life,
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6rdersofseruice, Eulogies, including Pets
ritesofw@gmail.com
-

Call for your free Quote
£ @]

How are you going to live your life? § X&
Staying active and healthy is vital. We're here to help. BT

e Support your immune system

® Reduce aches and pains

® Recover from injuries

@  Shefford
‘Osteopathm
Chinic

Est. 2000

14a Clifton Road, Shefford, SG17 5AE

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



~— CANINE HOTEL —8 LUXURY

ACCOMMODATION

Voo

HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

LUCAS, HUNTLEY & CO

Established 1978

Quality PVC-U windows, doors & conservatories
Window and door repair specialists
PVC-U fascias, soffits, guttering etc.
We are a Fensa registered, local, family run business.

Contact Paul Lucas on: 01462 811581
Mobile: 07778 312504

51A High Street, Meppershall, Beds S617 5LX

pclucashuntley@gmail .com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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24 denmanautocare@outlook.com

Your local garage for all your vehicle needs. Fast, friendly reliable
And efficient service that does not cost the earth

% MOT's £40
Full Service from £195 + vat
O Diagnostics £36 + vat

All parts and labour fully guaranteed
FREE COURTESY CARORCOLLECTION

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Weekly Auctions

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy
Garden Designs the excitement of a live auction.
RHS Qualifl ed Antique & Modern Furniture ¢ Clocks * Books

Ceramics & Glassware ® Pictures & Prints
Fl-l"ﬂ' I“sur.ed Bicycles = Jewellery & Watches « Collectables
Garden Das'ﬂﬂs Garage Tools & Equipment » Household Electrical ltems
Fianting Plans Office Furniture & Equipment * Retail Products & Stock
- = Vehicles * Horticultural & Commercial Equipment
H:rt:;:ultu‘rial Ad:" ;ﬂ Building Materials » Garden Furniture & Effects
ard Lan scapin ¢
Donna Cameron 07833670934 Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford_MK42 OkPE
dnnnmmemn?m@gma“.cnm 01234 266 366 peacockauction.co.u

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Professional Carpet, I 4n

I* A G PIMbmg Semces g;je% s::% Upholstery

Trusted Locally

(Shﬁﬂﬂl‘ﬂ) - @T‘iﬁeﬁmE
&= | CARPET
CLEANER

: ; Spot and Stain Powerful

~* Local Friendly, Fully _ Emergency / Truckmounted

- Reliable Professional Service Call Out Cleaning

- » No Call Out Charge | Th‘% ?G;Lc:] gmut / Cleans Deeper and

o Free Estimates g Dries Quicker
We provide

o All Work Fully iyt / Fuﬂ]./!nsured

- o Explained & Guaranteed Hot Water Established 1984

For a Free On-Site Estimate

Contt Andew Gon: 01462817220 °14380%}?}Zﬁe‘;’e;;g?;%@i"’mm
OEMObﬂe 07815 735433 www.thecarhetcleanel;uk.com

ACE PEST LTD

Fast, efficient, friendly service with very competitive rates

Available - 7 days a week
Local company - Established 1988
We specialise in all pest problems especially WASPS

Phone: 01767 627417

www.acepestcontrolbeds.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Parish Church Of St Mary The Virgin (Church Of England)

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk T facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 — ronigoodman@gmail.com — usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Chris Valentine 01462 815971 Peter Clark
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: anniel0639@gmail.com

Message from St Mary’s...

Summer is here! As | write, the sun is shining, the sky is a deep blue and there are
sounds of people and children enjoying being outside, with the whiff of barbecues
heavy in the air. The weather can certainly lift our spirits! It is at times such as these
that I am reminded of many of the verses in the Psalms, Many people are familiar with
Psalm 23, “The Lord is My Shepherd.” In that psalm the writer speaks about walking
through the countryside through fields green with pasture, and beside quiet running
waters. The psalmist reflects that being out in the countryside, being at one with
nature helped to refresh their soul. Nature can have a very powerful effect on our
sense of well-being. As we look towards the start of the holiday season, | know that
many of you will be looking forward to spending time with loved ones, enjoying being
together and seeing different places. As for the writer of Psalm 23, may you too find
refreshment in those occasions.

In the heat we also think of those who are not on holiday, and find the heat and
humidity difficult to cope with. As many of you will have noticed St Mary’s Church is
shrouded in scaffolding as the long awaited repairs take place to ensure the building
continues to serve as a place of worship fa long time into the future - but spare a
thought for the workers, high up and shrouded inside the protective tarpaulin, as the
temperature soars into the 30s! And, of course we should remember the elderly and
those unable to leave their homes as the weather becomes hot and humid - Let’s all
look out for your loved ones and neighbours who might be finding the weather
difficult.

With every blessing,

Keith, Reader at St Mary’s Meppershall


mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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Church News and Events In July

Usual Pattern of Services

Sundays 11.00am Morning Worship every Sunday
Holy Communion: 2" and 4™ Sundays
Every Wednesday  10.00am Holy Communion in church

Church open to visit 10.00-4.00 Private prayer and quiet time — the church open
for you to sit and visit each day.

Online services: 9.00am Morning Prayer using 24-7’s Lectio 365 App
7-days-a-week
9.00pm Night Prayer/Compline from the C. of E. Daily
Prayer App, 7-days-a-week
Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
Find us on our website: https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
Find us on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA

This Summer, why not come and enjoy your local, historic Parish Church on your own,
or with friends, or with your family? A warm welcome awaits you in the beautiful
setting of the oldest building in the village. Do you need prayers? We have a small
group of intercessors who pray confidentially for those who ask for it. Please talk to
Roni (01462 339962 / 07533 376880) or Chris Valentine (07701 039324).

Churchyard Volunteer Clear Up Day
Saturday 15" July, 9.00am-4.00pm

We will be holding one of our Churchyard Clear Up
Days this month. Can you spare any time — as little
or as long as you wish? It’s a fun day of trimming, sweeping, raking and generally
tidying up in the good company of other community minded neighbours and
friends. Bring your own tools if possible (rakes, brooms, pruners). Refreshments

provided. Just turn up! Or call for more info. You’ll go home feeling great... @

Meppershall Second Sunday Strollers

Our walk this month is on Sunday 9™ July and we’re heading east for a change — hiking
to Fairfield Park via Henlow Camp and Arlesey. Leaving the church gate in Meppershall
at 2pm, we’ll take Stondon Road, passing Chapel Farm and onto Cow Lane to Henlow
Camp. We'll pass Oldfield Farm and through Arlesey at The True Briton to end on West
Drive up into Fairfield Park. It’s a route of just over 5 miles in total.

We will be parking cars at the end of the walk near the Bannatyne Health Club. If
you want to do that please come to church at 1.00pm to drop a car and have a lift
back. For more info or to drop a car in advance at the end of the walk (or to confirm
a lift back with someone else - there are always spare seats!) please get in touch.
We’'re an informal, dog-friendly group and we would love to have you along for a
walk. Find us on 857836 (James and Miriam) or at
https://www.facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers.



https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA
https://www.facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers
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A Tribute To Christine Foster
1953-2023

Trying to describe someone you have known intimately for 54 years is like trying to
explain a striking sunset or a Rembrandt painting to someone shut away in a darkened
room. Words are not enough! But | want to try to honour the life of Christine, as best
| can: my lovely wife, who died on May 7t after a diagnosis of terminal and inoperable
glioblastoma brain cancer this time last year.

One way to describe her would be by timeline. Christine was born in 1953, the eldest
of 4 children. Her father was a Headteacher (Headmaster back then?) which meant a
somewhat nomadic, though happy, upbringing. Our paths crossed in 1968 when her
father was Headteacher at Clifton Primary School. After school Christine also trained
as a primary age teacher, teaching for three years, initially in Barton and then
Meppershall. Subsequently she chose to be a full-time mother and farmer’s wife. After
7 years living at Fowlers Farm, where our two sons were born, we moved to
Polehanger to concentrate on running the farm business together. She was active in
the village W.I., the Methodist Sunday School in the 1970s and Shefford Baptist Church
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in the 1980s. In the 90s and 00s she had more time to devote to projects linked to
charities we were associated with. We lived at Polehanger for 41 years before retiring
into a newly built house in Fowlers Drive in July 2022, coming full circle geographically
speaking. It was at this point that Christine’s brain tumour was diagnosed.

Another way to describe her would be by achievement, though she wouldn’t have
been particularly comfortable with that. Christine was clearly an able teacher though
she didn’t practise in the classroom for that long. However the skills and attitude that
informed her teaching were evident throughout her life. She was gifted with
outstanding organisational and administrative skills. These were put to good use in
many and various ways: from keeping the family fully functioning; through planning
and organising events, some small like the church tea tent at the village fete, some
large like setting up a food shop at the Stoneleigh Bible Week camps over 2 weeks
catering for 10,000 people attending each week; to running the farm business; to
overseeing the design and construction of our retirement home alongside our
architect. These just to name a few. Not only was she very good at problem solving
but she often foresaw a potential problem, heading it off before it became one. In all
these different situations she showed patience and graciousness. Most people,
however, would experience those skills through her hospitality at home. Mealtimes
with extended family or groups of friends never seemed to faze her.

To my mind though, the best way to describe someone is in relational terms and the
qualities of character and personality that are brought into those relationships.
Christine was a wife, mother, grandmother, sister, friend and much more. To each of
these relationships she brought focussed and individualised compassionate kindness,
firm grace and imaginative generosity. We have received so many cards since Christine
died that have expanded on this in particular ways relevant to the writer. Yet it has
been a great comfort and encouragement to me that there are these consistent and
common themes. How she would drop round to see people needing support, often
armed with home-made cake, how she drove friends to appointments when she could
have argued that it wasn’t convenient, how she listened with commitment to those in
need, how she gave of herself because she cared. These qualities were informed and
generated through her deep, quiet Christian faith in a God who she knew was with
her. She wanted to be infectiously more like Christ. In that way, in her small way, the
world was, is and will be, a better place. She leaves us with long living memories.

Thanks to Chris Foster for this moving and beautiful
tribute to Christine who is dearly missed by so many in
the village following the sad news in May. Sympathies
and condolences to you, Chris, and the whole family.
How lucky we are to have had this wonderful lady at
the heart of village life for so many years.
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How (Not) To Become A Cocaine Smuggler by Patrick O’Connor

My wife and I, with our five young sons, flew to Trinidad for a family holiday. The flight
was a charter, full of eager travellers, and the duty free flowed. We made friends with
a young man who sat next to us. He was scheduled to return with us, so we wished
him a happy time on the island.

Sure enough, our friend was on the return flight. But he was a different person, not
the amiable chap we remembered, and he kept a distance from us. One arm was
encased in plaster cast: he said he had fallen from a balcony. The next morning, back
in England, we wished him well, and invited him to visit if he was up our way. | gave
him my card. We went our separate ways.

Several months later, one dark evening, the doorbell rang. | answered and was faced
by a serious-looking man. Standing behind him were several policemen. “Are you Mr.
O’Connor?” He asked. | admitted to this, and he responded “I have a warrant to search
your property. | must warn you that my men are all armed”. | did not resist, but let
them in. My wife and boys were duly very surprised.

The first interrogation was to ask if we had a Timothy Heap in the house. We denied
this, said we had never heard of anyone by that name. They were not convinced by
this and proceeded to search the house. My wife and | were separated, she taken for
further questioning, and | to accompany the search party. The boys were enjoying all
this and tagged along with me. The police searched every room. To get into the attic
the bravest one had to remove his bullet-proof vest and gun belt to fit through the
hatch, and the boys were keen to help. But there was no sign of Mr. Heap.

The search moved outside. At the back door the leader grabbed one of the boys who
was about to run out and pulled him back. He spoke into his microphone. “We are
coming out. Mr. O’Connor is leading.” When | stepped out | saw that there was an
armed policeman at each corner of the garden. The search of the garage and
greenhouse was also fruitless.

Back inside, the atmosphere became more relaxed as they accepted our puzzled
protestations and as there had been no shootout. They explained that they had been
acting under orders from Scotland Yard, and that | should call them if | wanted to find
out why. We bade them good night and resumed our evening.

The next day | called Scotland Yard. They explained that, based on information about
cocaine smuggling, they had raided Timothy Heap’s London apartment. He had
skipped the net, but they found guns. And my card. There was more information in
the papers, he added. | found a paper, and there was a photo of our travelling
companion.

| called my wife. “You remember Tim”, | said. His plaster cast must have been filled
with cocaine. We have not seen him since.

So, to avoid becoming part of a drug smuggling ring, be careful about the friends you
make when travelling.
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Sun, Skin & Suspicious Symptoms
Get savvy with your skin this summer

SUN,
SKIN & @
SusPICIOUS

SYMPTOMS

- Self check once a month for anything new, changing or unusual
-Wear sunglasses that give 100% UV protection

-Spend time in the shade when the sun is strongest - betw_een_ 11am
and 3 pm in the UK :
-Melanoma is not just a cancer on the skin it can develup
anywhere on the body: eyes, scalp, feet, nails, etc.

X

Suspicious symptoms uncovered:

86% Melanoma skin cancer cases are preventable

16,744 New cases of melanoma skin cancer each year (UK average for 2016-
2018)

In females, the most common specific location for melanoma skin cancers is
the lower limb; for males it is the trunk (UK average for 2016-2018).

Melanoma skin cancer is the 5th most common cancer in the UK, accounting
for 4% of all new cancer cases (2016-2018).

More than 1 in 4 skin cancer cases are diagnosed in people under 50, which is
unusually early compared with most other types of cancer. Over recent years,
skin cancer has become much more common in the UK.

Skin cancer is the cancer you can often SEE, yet it often goes undetected in
the early stages. Check yourself in the mirror and keep these three simple
words in mind:  NEW, CHANGING or UNUSUAL. It could save your life!

Get skin cancer sussed and click on the link below for more information.

https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/skin-cancer

If you have any concerns about skin cancer, please call and make an appointment
with a clinician at your surgery without delay.


https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/skin-cancer
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smart

When checking moles,'
know your ABCDEs.

A B C D E

Asymmetry Border Colour Diameter Evolution
4 ¢ & @
®
' . _ .
Both halves The mole The mole Grows Changes
don‘t look has blurred has more than larger than size, shape
the same. or jagged one colour. 6mm. or colour.
edges.

If you find any new moles or changes
to existing ones, book an appointment
with your GP as soon as possible.

Find out more about

being skin smart and El;gggp
checking your moles R&3ii oy hElp us
at nhs.uk/skincancer =R I'IE[F you

AiE aeed PPy Car

Ivel Valley South Primary Care Network.

Supporting enhanced services for

Ivel Valley South
Shefford, Lower Stondon, Arlesey and Primary Care Network

Larksfield Surgeries.
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Supported by

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT
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| Mid Bedfordshire
Cancer,Support Group

We are meeting Face to Face and Online
Informal cancer group for patients, families, friends, carers
who wish to meet others for support, sharing &
information. People with valuable experience and from
relevant organisations have been of great benefit to us all.

We meet on the first Saturday of every month -
Meppershall Village Hall, Meppershall, Central Beds.
Walnut Tree Way, Meppershall, Shefford SG17 5AB

Do join us from 11am-1pm either in person
or via zoom.

For Zoom log in details:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3348518015
Meeting ID: 334 851 8015
Password: cancertalk

We are always available to speak to individuals anytime.

Email: daksha@survivingcancer.co.uk https://survivingcancer.co.uk/

Tel: 07961 377526

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle
of Man (604). Also operating in Northern Ireland


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3348518015
mailto:daksha@survivingcancer.co.uk
https://survivingcancer.co.uk/
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Garage Doors

01462 894910

= Residential
Trade

Supply only
acorngaragedoors.co.uk

EEIE ECDUk GARADOR = ALUROLL

610, Jubilee Road, Letchworth Garden City, SG& TNE

Are you tired of a dull and uninspired garden?
Cb Transform your outdoor space with Ground Grafters -YOUR PREMIER LANDSCAPING SEIWICE

GROUND
GRAFTERS

From DESIGN TO INSTALLATION, we've got you covered.

Our experienced, skilled and friendly team will work with you to develop
a personalised plan that suits your taste and needs, creating something
with the ideal blend of form and function.

Whether you are looking for a simple patio or a complete GARDEN
MAKEOVER, we will find something that fits to your budget
and lifestyle.

So don't let your backyard go to waste. Contact us today to arrange an appointment.
Let us bring your outdoor space to life.

Roy: 07900 9081351
e-mail: dig@groundgrafters.com

f :Ground Grafters ® :@groundgrafters
www.groundgrafters.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




James Cullip

Painting & Decorating

* interior/exterior - all aspects

t: 01462 817 122 m: 07899 888 545

e: go_on_james@hotmail.com
www.cullippaintinganddecorating.co.uk

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

Call for
a free

quotation

Part P approved
€lectrician

Domestic and Light Commercial

e All types of electrical work
undertaken from replacing light
fittings to rewires/extensions

e |Local family run company
with over 25 years experience

No job is too small!

DOMESTIC /I\
INSTALLER (==

Tony Bass

Tel: 01462 235205
Mobile: 07778 318027
Email: bes.luton @sky.com

Based in Meppershall

b

A .
WUISICE

rea‘ MUSC ven'i education.. vea) fom!

Classes in Meppershall

on Monduvs Listening |

| & learning | Py

steady...
! sing!

Percussion
L puppels

MOTORCAREILTD)

JAPANESE VEHICLE SPECIALISTS
Sales of Nissan cars

Repairs and services on all makes and models

1-3 WALLACE WAY, HITCHIN OIGR AT

OPENING HOURS: Monday-Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 8am-1pm

www.hmccars.co.uk

m MoT

Testing
m Station

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Finance by Paul Savuto

Over 50 and re-joining the workforce? Remember your pension

It’s estimated that the number of people aged 50 to 64 who are economically inactive
sits at 3.6 million, which is 300,000 higher than pre-pandemic. There is no doubt that
the UK’s economic growth will, in part, be reliant on getting the over-50s back into
work, as mentioned in the Budget.

If you retired early but are now having second thoughts and considering re-joining the
workforce, here are a few essential pension tips:

e Find out if your new employer has a waiting period before auto-enrolling you into
its workplace pension scheme. You could choose to opt into the scheme earlier to
benefit from additional contributions

e Check how much you can save in your pension. As announced in the Budget, tax
relief on pensions has changed. If you have any questions about your pension and
how much you can contribute, get in touch

e Check whether your employer will match any additional contributions you make
over your minimum 4% level

e Your employer may provide the option to exchange some of your salary for a
pension contribution, which the employer then pays into your pension scheme
along with their pension contribution. This can prove to be extremely tax-efficient

e Decide how you want your contributions to be invested and select a realistic
retirement date

o If you're self-employed, set up a personal pension

e Don’t forget to review your other pension pots and investments to take account
of your changed circumstances and ensure you have sufficient to be able to retire
comfortably when the time comes.

A pension — the best (retirement) gift for your child?

With the cost of children’s birthday presents and parties often totalling hundreds of
pounds — could there be a better way to provide for your child or grandchild?

Investing in a pension for your child can provide numerous long-term benefits and go
some way to helping them secure a financially stable future. It can can also help teach
them about the importance of saving and investing for the future.

Who can set up a child’s pension?

A parent or legal guardian can set up the pension as soon as the child is born.
Who can contribute?

If you’re a grandparent keen to help out, the good news is that anyone can contribute
into the pension, as well as godparents, relatives or friends. As a parent, you manage
the pension saving plan until the child turns 18. What happens when they turn 18?

Whilst they gain control at 18, they won’t be able to access the money until they reach
the normal minimum pension age.

How much can you contribute?

Under current rules you can pay up to £2,880 into a children’s pension each year. This
will then receive basic rate tax relief, so the government will boost this to £3,600. The
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majority of people setting up a children’s pension won’t pay this much in, instead
choosing to make smaller contributions, which will still build up over time and benefit
from tax relief.

Why choose a children’s pension?

It may seem odd thinking about a pension for your child when they are so young, but
not only will it help your child later on in life when they think about retirement, but
also help with the amount they might contribute into their pension during their
lifetime, potentially freeing up more money to fund other life events.

What about a Junior ISA (JISA)?

Another worthwhile tax-efficient children’s saving option is a JISA. One key difference
between children’s pensions and JISAs is that with the latter, your child can access the
money when they turn 18. With any pension, the money can only be used to save for
retirement.

The early bird

Investing in a pension plan for your child can help provide them with the financial
security they need to achieve their goals in the future. By starting early, they can
benefit from compound interest and reinvested dividends, tax benefits, and the
potential to grow their savings over time.

GET IN TOUCH

DGS IFA Ltd are Independent and Chartered Financial Advisers. | am a Chartered
Financial Planner with over 30 years financial services experience, so you are in safe
hands. For a free review of your financial situation and to discuss your plans and
goals, please contact me, Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS
Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499 595 or email ps@dgsifa.com, I’ll be
happy to talk to you and answer any questions you have. FCA 225814,
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Birthdays 289
Congratulations on some special birthdays in July:
Alan P who will be 93
Margaret G who will be 88

| @ b ]

Wishing you all a great year ahead, with warm regards from the whole team at
The Meppershall Messenger.
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Can You Help?
Your village magazine needs extra helpers for all sorts of roles in our 100% volunteer
team. Reporting, writing, page layouts, editing, production, collation, deliveries,
digital communications, social media, business skills... there are many ways to get
involved. It’s great experience, lots of fun and a wonderful way to be at the heart
of the community. If you’'re interested, please use the contact info at the back of
this issue of The Meppershall Messenger. We’d love to have you in the team!
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‘é The Meppershall Players @ STMA

July 2023

The Players held their AGM on Monday 5th at the STMA Hall, 10, Hitchin
Road, Shefford, SG17 5JA. The Committee was re-elected to stand another year by
those present, membership is still free and the Players made the decision to call
themselves The Players @ STMA. We always refer to ourselves as the Players and
although most of us hale from Meppershall, we decided after four years of
performing at the STMA it felt right to just call ourselves The Players @ STMA.

Although our name as changed slightly we still have the same remit, which is
to enjoy all aspects of theatrical productions, to have fun in the process and to
entertain our audiences.

We've finally decided on a Pantomime (although it means doing a bit of
writing). We will be performing 'Dick Whittington' on Saturday 2nd and 9th
December with afternoon (3pm) and evening (7.30pm) performances. Don't forget
we've frozen our admission prices, which will be the same as 2022 - £10 and £5
Concessions (17years and under, 60 years and over).

We have the read-through for our pantomime at the STMA hall at 7.30pm on
Monday 10th July and the Auditions the following week at 7.30pm on Monday 17th
July so if you're 18yrs or over and fancy having a go at acting on stage we look
forward to meeting you.

If you're over 18 years and would like to be involved in our Pantomime on
stage, behind the scenes or front of house, phone Karen on the number below or
come to one of our meetings on Monday evenings at the STMA 10, Hitchin Road,
Shefford. We're a friendly bunch who enjoy entertaining our audiences.
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Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community)
Instagram and Twitter.

The Players meet every Monday evening at 7.30pm at the STMA, 10, Hitchin
Road, Shefford SG17 5JA. Membership is free and we welcome people who have an
interest in amateur theatricalities, whether it be on stage or off indulging in all areas
of theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song
& dance, etc. Interested? We look forward to meeting you.

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336
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Cineaste’s Corner by Dave Peters: Portrait Of A Lady On Fire

Written and directed by the French auteur Céline Sciamma, “Portrait Of A Lady On
Fire” (2020) tells the story of a passionate romance between two women set on a
remote island off the coast of 18th Century Brittany. Héloise (Adele Haenel) is the
daughter of a widowed Italian countess (Valeria Golino). Having been previously living
in a convent she has been obliged to return home because she is expected to replace
her deceased sister as the prospective bride of a Milanese nobleman (it is later
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revealed that Héloise’s sister threw herself off a cliff and committed suicide). In order
to secure the marriage of her daughter the countess needs her to sit for a portrait,
which will then be sent to her prospective husband in Milan, and without which there
can be no marriage. However, Héloise has refused the match and therefore will not sit
for the portrait, which has resulted in one artist having already been dismissed for his
failure to produce the desired picture.

It is a full 20 minutes before Héloise is seen and even then, only from the back as she
leaves the house to go for a walk. She is closely followed by Marianne (Noémie
Merlant), an artist who has been engaged by the countess ostensibly as a walking
companion to keep Héloise company. However, the real reason she has been engaged
is to secretly paint a portrait of the prospective bride by studying her on their walks
during the day and then covertly painting her portrait. Almost immediately Marianne,
who has been following Héloise across the lawn expecting to go for a gentle stroll, is
terrified to see her suddenly running full tilt towards the cliff edge, however she turns
back at the last second and we finally see her face when she expresses her delight at
having finally had the opportunity to run.

After some time observing and secretly painting the portrait, Marianne finally
confesses the real reason she has been hired by the countess and Héloise is naturally
upset by the revelation. Despite this setback the two women become closer and their
desire for each other increases until neither can resist it any longer. After finally
completing the ‘secret’ portrait Marianne shows it to Heloise who is totally
unimpressed by it, dismissing it as lifeless. Distressed by this Marianne destroys the
picture much to the dismay of the countess. However, as the relationship between
both women has become increasingly intense and intimate, Héloise surprises her
mother by agreeing to willingly pose for another portrait, thereby ensuing Marianne
remains with her on the island.

While the countess is away on business for five days the three main characters,
Marianne, Héloise and the maid Sophie (Luana Bajrami) are left alone in the house.
The women quickly bond with each other playing card games, cooking, generally
having fun, and engaging in some amusing 18th century methods to attempt to abort
Sophie’s unwanted pregnancy. Héloise poses each day in an elegant green dress while
Marianne paints her portrait, both women knowing that as each day brings the portrait
closer to completion, it also brings them closer to the end of their affair.

This is a wonderful story about female relationships. Sciamma herself described it as
“a manifesto about the female gaze”, a contrast to the way in which women are
normally portrayed in film under the ‘male gaze’. This is given additional prominence
by virtue of there being no male characters to be seen in any scene other than the
boatmen who row Marianne to the island at the very start of the story, and a brief
incidental character in the penultimate scene in an art gallery.

“Portrait Of A Lady On Fire” is a beautiful romantic film, an intense and moving love
story between two women, with great cinematography and outstanding performances
from all the leads. Winner of the Palm d’Or at the 2019 Cannes Film Festival this will
surely be recognised as one of the great films of this century and a true work of art.
“Portrait Of A lady On Fire” is available to stream on Netflix.
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JOHN R FORD- FRANCHISE STANDARDS AT INDEPENDENT PRICES.

e cost of aservice at John R Fordis actually in-line with the pricesyou pay at
alocal independent garage? Soit stands to reason that choosing a franchised dealer
will mean thatyou'll get a great deal more whenit comes to service and quality.

v Servicing: All Makes & Models v Guaranteed Parts & Labour

VMOT V Manufacturers' Warranty Protected

V Tyres: budget to premium, V Manufacturer-Trained Technicians
most sizes in stock V Appointmentsavailable 6 days

V Free Collection & Delivery aweek: drop-ins welcome!

V Courtesy Cars Available” V Book online or by phone

So, why wouldn't you?

John R Ford & Sons Ltd
[T Ampthill Road, Shefford SGI75BE 01462628628 wwwijohnrford.co.uk

'Subjecttoavalabilty,

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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MEPPERSHALL - WANDERBUS

Bookings & Info : Tel :0300-123-3023 www.wanderbus.org.uk

W

New Timetable - Certain Days/ Routes/Times have changed

VALID FROM 5% March 2023

Please check to ensure we do not miss you!

W2 BEDFORD - 2nd & 3rd Wednesdays of Month ouT RETURN
Shefford Rd, all stops 09.00 RR
High St. / Rectory Rd - all stops 09.02 RR
Interchange Retail Park 09.40 12.15
St Pauls Square / Corn Exchange 09.55 12.00
W3S BIGGLESWADE - Every Monday ouT RETURN
Rectory Rd / High Street, All Stops 09.37 /09.38 RR
Shefford Road, All Stops 09.40 RR
Biggleswade — A1 Retail Park 10.05 12.10
Station/ Town Centre - pick up Church $t. Bus Stop o/s Asda 10.10 12.05
W5 BIGGLESWADE - A1 Retail Park/iTown Centre - Every Friday ouTt RETURN
Rectory Rd / High St. — all stops 10.00 RR
Shefford Rd. — all stops 10.03 RR
Biggleswade A1 Retail Park / Station & Town Centre 10.25/10.30
Church 5t bus stop o/s Asda / A1 Retail Park 12.10/12.15
W6A CAMERIDGE - 4™ Wednesday of Month ouT RETURN
Shefford Rd — all stops 08.48 RR
High St - all stops / Rectory Rd 08.50 RR
Cambridge, Downing St. — o/s John Lewis 10.10 14.10
WBA ST ALBANS - 1st Wednesday of Month
Shefford Rd. — all stops 08.48 RR
High St. / Rectory Rd — all stops 08.50 RR
St Peters St. o/s Santander Bank / pick up opp| Bank 10.15 14.00
W10 ST NEOTS - 2" Thursday of Month ouTt RETURN
Rectory Rd. / High Street, All stops 09.18 RR
Shefford Rd, All stops 09.20 RR
St Neots - Market Place 10.15 12.20
W11 MILTON KEYNES - 31 Thursday of Month ouT RETURN
Rectory Rd. / High St., All stops 09.08 RR
Shefford Rd, all stops 09.10 RR
MK - Midsummer Blvd / M&S (Stop J3) 10.10

/ John Lewis (Stop E3) 13.15
W12 HITCHIN - Every Tuesday ouTt RETURN
Shefford Rd, All stops 09.18 RR
High Street / Rectory Rd - All stops 09.19 RR
Bancroft Stop D 10.05
Bancroft Stop G (Qutside Paperchase) 12.10
W14 WELWYN GARDEN CITY - 15t Thursday of Month our RETURN
Rectory Rd. / High Street, All stops 09.14 RR
Shefford Road, All stops 09.16 RR
WGC Central Bus Station 10.00 12.15

EXCURSIONS - 4™ Thursday of Month - call For Details — 0300-123-3023

E: Thewanderbus@gmail.com

Buses available for PRIVATE HIRE - Call for Quote.
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2023 EXCURSIONS

— 4th THURSDAY OF MONTH!

Call 0300-123-3023 or e mail: thewanderbus@gmail.com for more info or to book your seat.

We do require a deposit of £10.00 p.p. for any excursion. If not cancelled with 7 days of excursion, the deposit may
be withheld. A cheque to Wanderbus, 5 The Pastures, Upper Stondon, Beds SG16 6QB or a bank transfer to: CAF
Bank Ltd, Sort Code 40-52-40, Acc No. 00013118 Name: Wanderbus Ltd (Use your hame in Reference)

DESTINATIONS

Venue Entry +
Bus Fare Per Person

27th
July

Stowe House & Gardens, Stowe,
Buckingham

Entry £24.00 + £11.00 Bus fare
Pickup - 10.00/10.30
Arrive 11.30 Depart 15.30

Included in the £24.00 entry fee - House Tour Cost incl. Tea/Coffee & Biscuits. After
House Tour we will drive to the Gardens entrance where there is a café for refreshments.
National Trust members get free entry to the Gardens (Saving £13.00 — mention when

booking)

24+
August

1.16hrs

Barnsdale Gardens, Exton, Rutland

£12.50 entry + £17.50 Bus Fare
Pickup 10.00/10.30 D. 15.45

Geoff Ha

milton’s gardens run by his son Nick. With 38 individual gardens in an eight-

acre site, there’s plenty to see and do. Caté with good menu choices.

28th
Sept

Audley End House & Gardens, nr
Saffron Walden, Essex

£16.50 House & Gardens.
Free to English Heritage
£13.50 bus fare.
Pickup 10.00/10.30 D. 15.00

One of the largest and most opulent Jacobean houses. Set in idyllic gardens (Capability
Brown design) with a beautiful parterre and walled kitchen garden

26th
Oct

Bletchley Park, Bletchley, MK

£19.50 Entry + £8.50 Bus Fare
Pickup 11.00/11.30 D.16.00

Bletchley Park is an English county house and estate in Bletchley, Milton Keynes that
became the principal centre of Allied code-breaking during the
Second World War. Guided tour available free of charge.

23rd
Nov

Bury St Edmunds Christmas
Market

TBA

Toddington Poetry Society
Our July meeting will be on Tuesday 11th July, 8-10pm at Luton Irish Forum, Hitchin
Road Luton, LU2 OES. The evening will be led by John Godfrey. The theme for poems
on this occasion will be ‘Summer’ and ‘Holidays’. We will be very pleased to see you
if you would like to come. You would be welcome to bring your own poems on the
theme (whether finished or still drafting), or published poems by other writers.
Admission £5.

For some starting ideas, suggestions could be: Betjeman’s poems about holidays ,
such as Trebetherick and A Bay in Anglesey. Also e e cummings: ‘maggie and milly
and molly and may’; and Carol Anne Duffy, ‘Beachcomber’.

We have no meeting in August, so after this our next meeting will be 12th September,
on theme of ‘ Journeys’.
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Useful Contact Details In Meppershall

DEFIBRILLATORS - outside School, Village Hall and Budgens
DOCTORS, DENTISTS, PHARMACIES

NHS Direct 111

Dr Baxter & Partners

Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive, Shefford SG17 5FS

Appointments 01462 810034
General queries, prescriptions etc. 01462 818620
Lower Stondon GP Practice

109 Station Rd Lower Stondon SG16 6JJ 01462 850305
Shefford Dental Practice, 34 High St Shefford 01462 814020
Shefford Dental Clinic, 99 Hitchin Rd Shefford 01462 648465
Jardines Chemist, 7 High St Shefford 01462 813283
Shefford Pharmacy, Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive 01462 818633
Police: Emergency 999, non-emergency 101
Hospitals

Bedford Hospital 01234 355122
Lister Hospital, Stevenage 01438 314333
Luton and Dunstable Hospital 01582 491166
Utilities

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Anglian Water 03457 145145
Electrical (power cuts, overhead cable down etc) 0800 3163105

(Or 105 from a landline)

Central Beds Council 0300 300 8301

CBC Councillor for Gravenhurst, Meppershall, Shillington:

Blake Stephenson blake.stephenson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
hello@blakestephenson.uk
0300 300 8526

Parish Council Clerk
Alessandre Marabese clerk@meppershall-pc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament:
Nadine Dorries Nadine.Dorries.MP@parliament.uk

Ms Dorries has announced her intention to resign her Parliamentary seat but at this
time she remains our Member of Parliament.
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St Marys Church
Rev. Veronica Goodman, The Rectory, Church Road 01462 339962
See full details in the church pages of The Meppershall Messenger

Library: High St Shefford 0300 300 8067
Tuesday — Friday 9am — 6pm, Saturday 9am —4pm, closed Monday & Sunday

Whitbread Wanderbus service

Stephanie Kirby thewanderbus@gmail.com

Food and Supplies

Budgens Stores, Post Office, High Street

Rogers Bakery, High Street 01462 813398
The Sugar Loaf, 25 High St 01462 654334
Mobile Fish & Chips (Happy Plaice), Tuesdays 3.30 -7.00, Village Hall Car Park.

Schools
Meppershall Academy, High Street 01462 813293
Meppershall Pre-School Village Hall, Ella Carey-Butler 07816 357159
meppershallps@gmail.com
Robert Bloomfield, Shefford 01462 628800
Samuel Whitbread Academy, Clifton 01462 629900
Henlow Academy 01462 813733
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill 01525 404462
Organisations
Meppershall Players, Karen Mitchell 01462 816336
Meppershall Good Neighbours (GNOMES) 07760 793921
Meppershall Brownies, Suzanne Brightwell 07817 392325
Shefford Guides, Angie Griffiths 07957 462519
Shefford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers)
Kathy Georgiou 01462 629313
HATS Drama Group, Linda Winfield lin.winfield5@gmail.com
Meppershall Village Hall Trustees trustees@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk

Meppershall Village Hall Bookings  bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
Bookings Tel. 07485 102727
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The Team And Collation Dates

CONTRIBUTIONS

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or
notices. Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below)
but handwritten contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the
Village Stores. Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12" of the month
for publication at the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline
may be held over.

DISCLAIMER

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to
change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The
Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous
comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or other contribution
published in this magazine. Every effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt
to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to any person or persons by any
advertisement, article or any other contribution published in this magazine.

THE TEAM

Editor James Read Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com
Co-Editor Vacancy

Assistant Vacancy

Editor

Advertising & | Andrew Pain andrewgpain@hotmail.com

Distribution 07875 580069

Treasurer John Thompson meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org

PRODUCTION DATES AND DEADLINES

The table below shows the dates for collation of the magazine. The collation team
generally meets at 2.30pm in the Village Hall on the collation date. Printing takes
place 7 days prior to collation. The deadline for submissions is 14 days prior to
collation. Please look out for updates and alterations to usual plans when
occasionally necessary. Can you spare some time to help produce the magazine? We
would love to have you on the team! Use the contacts above to find out more.

Issue date Collation date Issue date Collation date
Aug-Sept 2023 315t July April 2024 15t April 2024
October 2023 25™ Sept May 2024 TBC

November 2023 30" Oct June 2024 TBC

Dec-Jan 2023 27™ Nov July 2024 TBC

February 2024 29 Jan 2024 Aug-Sept 2024 TBC

March 2024 26" Feb 2024 October 2024 TBC

Contact John Thompson to confirm arrangements (contact information above).
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